Chapter Six o
ROMAN PORTCHESTE
VANISHED LANDING PL,

The actual landing sites of the early invaders no lo
L submerged, some of them hundreds of yards off th

It was on the promontory of Portchester that the r
and vallum of Caer Peris were built, and it is within th
that we find the Roman citadel of Portus Adurni,

A glance at the six-inch survey map of the district
of the embankments of the British camp exwlding
channel, and assuming the former existence o
direction, it is possible that the vallum enclosed a
But such speculations are futile, since all traces
castern front have been washed away by the tide, |
were it not beyond the scope of our present p
evidences of fluctuations of level around the
beaches on the Portsdown between the hundre and present
high-water mark, point to a period mt s0 vet Portsdow
Hill was an island, and the wheb
submerged forests round the Harb
was u well-wooded river valle ¢




w we find a depth of
 of this bank has now

| Roman practice, a limited area of
engirdled with a fosse and vallum.
palisade along the crest of the fosse
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VANISHED LANDING PLACES
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hehind the only moat may have been deemed sufficlont protection fa’f he

proops and stores within the camp during the earlier stages of the Romn
accupation. Thisisanaturalassumption, since the walled amb&:ﬂ:ﬂ e
was not built for several centuries after the invasion by Aulus Pla
43 A, and some works would have been necessary for t g
the outpost troops. | g
Gildas, monk and chronicler, writing between the it
savs that the forts of the Saxon shore were built in the
Roman occupation, that is, as he suggests, about 440. B
meant that they were repaived about this period, as it is o
were in existence long before the Romans departed from

Who Walled the Citadel?
Evervbody is agreed that Portchester is a genuine rel;
There is not a great deal to be said of its history
contemporary records, but, such as they are, the
It is possible that the walling of the citadel
by the usurper Carausius to protect the pe
attacks of the Frisian pirates. Many of his co
neighbourhood. It is more probable that the v
links in the chain of the coastal defences fo

forts from Brancaster, in Norfolk, to Po
it was subsequently strengthened i
when Theodosius came to the aid of
Saxons, English and Franks.



of Constantius well enough, for
and prosperity during his reign, and
mpire of Imperial Rome.

isoning of the Forts
wre about these forts, but, unfortunately,
t give much information. Many of them were
gionaries from Gaul, Germany, Spain, Italy
ter seems to have been the head-quarters of a
loratum (2 commander of a detachment of scouts)
- had some connexion with the organization of the
his much from the Notitia Imperii of Pencriollus, 2
tion of A.D. 428. But it is tantalizingly brief aboutifs
information about the positions of any of the forts.
d most westerly fort on the Saxon Shore at Ports
ason some historians suggest that Portus Adur™
{ampshire, but somewhere in the vicinity of R
W ns at Bramber of elsewhere "

e were Roman remal
rth considering:

1e suggestion might be wo
juite a modern invention for
r for the ninth fort is Southam
tle to support the contention, exceptin

(Bitterne), where coins have been foun

i Claudius to that of Honorius, and representing ne
riod of the Roman occupation of Britain. Clausentum ¢
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