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Occupying an elevated pd'g}tlon on a prominent ri)dge
and surrounded by a loopigfithe River Tamar, you are standing
in a rich archaeological'la dseape that hos seen human occupotnon for at

o

least four thousand years:"

‘ A The site of the Roman fort from above, looking north-east, during the 2009
excavation (Tamar Valley AONB/Barry Gamble)
i L A
In 2007 archaeologists from the University of Exeter came
here and made a remarkable discovery - a Roman fort;
large enough for around five hundred soldiers!

It was common belief until the 1950s that the Romans. /14"

got no further than Exeter but that is no longer true as the®

Roman Fort at Calstock is one of three currently’knownlin

Cornwall. This was a strategic location for the Roman army,

providing a view up and down river, and located between
its highest navigable reach and lowest fording place.
Between 2007 and 2011 excavation and geophysical survey
took place, including a community excavation ir October
2011 (organised by the Tamar Valley AONB and supported

by the Heritage Lottery Fund).

xeavated in
the cemetery in 2009 (C. Smon)

‘ reveoled a series of smoll pits contomlng Q dlstmctw
4 hondmode Beaker pottery. The storyiof occupation leops forward

the Late IronAge, 350-500 BC. The hilltop is surrounded by
an lenclosure, muchilarger than the Roman fort itself, stretching
across the fields arotind the church. It is possible that Church Hill
was the site of an/Iron Age hillfort, re-used by the Roman'army

as aplace to establish their fort. A large ditch, 3miwide and 2m

deep, that defended the hillfort was ﬁlled in during the

Romanoccupoation.
The fypes of pottery found/during the excavations suggest that

‘3_

< 1st century AD mortaria, or mixing
bowl, imported from Northern
Gaul and found during the 2011
commupity dig (C. Smart)

the cemetery suﬂgests that there was g community'

the Roman fort was established'in about AD 50/55, much the ,ﬁ}l 8th century AD, afidéhercaal that fuslie

same time as o legionary fortress atiExeter, andWas occupled for
thirty years. This lifespan'is typical of Roman mmtory sitesiin QS,& ik
and Cornwall; as the Second Legien Augusta moved nofthivar
to Seuth Wales in AD.75, leaving behind a number of auxiliary
uhits.- like the one here atCalstock.

Environmental-evidence shows that the hilltop was open upon

’o tlmber longhause was built, which moy
(arger possibly‘manorial, settlement. Aroun

I8 lqnghouse was replaced by a ‘cruck-frame”bui lng.
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* the arrival of the army, and remained so. Timber from the woodedi
" determined the characterof the hilltop as we knowit today.

& The fields dléng Church Hill were probably set-out in'this

!ls!of)es Wotild have been used for building material and'fuet
supply:The fort was squiore in plan, measuring 170m by 170m

" and'withion internal grea about the same as three football pitches.

t was defended by twe ditchés, each 4m across and 2m deep,
and @ rampart around the perimeter, perhaps over 3m high

with watchtowers above it at regular intervals. Within the fort
there were probably ten barrack blocks, each housing about fifty

The construction of thesehurch in the fourteenth century

formativeimedieval periad, but today's tranquil agricalturel
character is quite different from the area’s diverse past.

To find out more visit
www.tamarvalley.org.uk/projects/parishproject




‘"‘Iih 5 St Andrews
=0 Church
@
| R 2
f
Key y -
Existing Buildings & e |
# Existing Roads >
Roman Ditch
Rompart ., & #
‘# Roman Road .~
Gate & Watchtowers ..



