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The south coast of‘ the Roman province Lusﬂahia i.e. the Algarve coast Bf iodays
Portugai has been in contact Wii‘h the Medrterranean world from ancient times: through i;he
Guif of: Qad’ iz and the- Strali of Gibra!tar The produci;s of agrl;:u!ture which was practlced
extensnvely durnng it’{e Roman Emptre and. ihosenpf,seafood praces‘smg .were demonstrably
: -.Roman Emplrs Ha\(!ng hrﬁhertc focused

trad‘ed throﬁgﬁ the sea roﬂie 1;0 the whole weS’te i
mainiy on ’the transport containers — the amphorae and the related potter )
recent years ihe focus of the archaeelﬁgical .research has also been on. tha’t of the, »S[tes at

which the overprodUCtlon was stored, the rura ytlias and agfomercrones (wm)a Dme to the
continuous’ shifting of the coasthne of the Spamsh Atlantic, the signs of part and load
installations are rarety seen.: Qf course, the use of, the %ower courses of large rivers for
anchorage, such as the ’Té}g between Saﬁtafem (SCalfab{S) aﬂd LISbOH (Oi:s;po lulia), the
Sado between Alcacer do. Sal (Safa’c.fa} and’ Setubal {Caetobﬁga) and the Arade near
Portiméo (Portus Hanmba/:s) is documented aEready from the Phoenician-Punic period at the

latest’. Accordingly, the lower courses of such rivers also stand out because of the high

' Special gratitude is dedicated to Maria Anastasiadou and Annemarie Catania for their help with the
translation.
2 Etienne — Mayet 2000—2004; Teichner — Pons 2008.
* Alarcdo — Etienne — Mayet 1990; Lagostena 2001; Teichner 2008.
* Arruda 1999/2000. — The information for the Roman harbor of Lisbon in Blot 2003, 240 and Mantas
2003, 25 is to be evaluated as an ex silencio speculation.
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up. As a result of the project 'Cidade Lacustre' plans are afoot to expand the already existing
holiday resort of Vilamoura by an area of 1.680.00 m?. To this end, a number of construction
projects are planned including the construction of a second marina in the area adjacent to
the ruins. For that reason, in the years 2007-2008, an extensive rescue excavation was
carried out in this area on behalf of the Estate/Touristic Concern Lusort and following the
specifications of the Portuguese Service for the Conservation of Archaeological Monuments
(IGESPAR I.P.).

In the first campaign fthe summer 2007, ﬂve%gh%nches were opened in the
relevant area with th 6’5?69?;1 of g{ﬁ%ﬂmg@@ a,;ge eral idea of tha“extent to which further
archaeological st;éﬁis sho%fd’«*be Qgthjp%:fgd&rid gr?u ylof, \%hether theg@ment frontier of
the settlemepnt of &em ¥ % ha) could already be detecﬁé@ He six meﬁ% broad ftrial
trenches, éwﬁ wér ﬁg?ween 50 and
westergfgffsg 6% among modern ebr@s@ﬁ @ggﬁ%ame upan a h ‘__".drée diment
of a fgv:ai ¢l a@t*er This w. fby%end of "{%d:umglgn it was poss:bie"’fﬁ&‘%ugh c

M : s
stati ra;;\gjabservatlonst veiﬁy/iﬁ@@gsumpﬁw Flw“ e Roman seitlemczgﬁfﬁgs foup

\ bra the stream course of the}béna dé@ art?ara which extende m{ﬁ‘;ﬁ\e slawly
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Upstream to the south of this sta wmidd]e). To the west of the portico
there is a complex (fig. 3, foreground) which can probably be interpreted as a nymphaeum.
The orientation and height of the individual features suggest a natural subsidence of the
terrain to the west towards the silted up river arm. These indications on the palaeo-relief
were supplemented by systematic geological large-area drillings in the area of the riverbank
and the lagoon territory. Directly on the riverbank, a stone setting was excavated which has
been interpreted as a quay wall (fig. 4). To the west of the wall, it was possible to identify

more than one sediment layer, which sweeps directly past the bank reinforcement; it was
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boats with a small draft. Furthermore, the ramp that was added later, with a rather narrow

breadth of five meters, indicates a loading and unloading operation of smaller proportion.

In addition to the already known buildings on the hill of Cerro da Vila, which are
indentified by their workstations as caetariae for the production of dye and garum —
indecated by H-J and L—M (fig. 2), there was another large building used for trade purposes
(fabrica) loacated within the range of the rescue excavation in the area of the bank parallel to
the quay wall. This building had a rectangular ground surface with an area of nearly 480 m?
with an east-west oriented MS‘(’:S The division of the B’f}ﬂd@\s interior into three equal

s,

parts is discernible. Tgemlddle sectn @an asia corridor. fwo side-wings on the

east and the wae;t"'y;re dlwdeﬁ%nto %@9”%}@ S%?:éﬁ}gm%g a ne%a mmetrical plan.
These coifé reache ‘?;‘E??]e corridor. &\‘%
@ @i%‘ %

The c%mgg%@he walls themselvesteaf; ngé be determzned%tg ﬁg the rémains of
the fcyndatz&@\r&one part oW&Wﬁﬁo 3§5o the tile floor rem.
floor in thﬁéﬁ@n@m of the roam was mteﬁﬁnailyx leftop a. What was found thé{;g)_;gstea was

fg‘ F . ;
haEf{of an‘a%ghora embedde&aﬁ“«iﬁe grot;r;%whlc% Ve

N

whergas the

«probably is related toWratnal

prtécedg;ew:fn the building. aE,or a simple storagesp% one would expectsseVeral "-_-
' b% ;é%pe of haif—amp?)ra is known rather asggmiiechn-

ws perhaps for the roductlon of garum'® ‘eia[i a

e

of ega OgHs bt
the %/er is v:g;uenced by the sea frém e t:daE rgg je, "gnly.d.

is a folintain g@resh-water levelsis

preservation of the structure. The co[umn””’“iﬁemse!ves were constructed from semi-circular

bricks, with the exterior spread with mortar. Bricks of differing sizes were put together for the

square bases with a side length of 44 cm.

With the addition of this portico, the area south of the fabrica was newly designed. In
the first phase, the building’s main alignment remained ambiguous, but with the construction

of the portico, the building’s southward orientation was established.

'® Cf. Teichner 2008, 559.



(Sevilla)"?, Oiasso (Iran)™, Cano de Sancti Petri (Cadiz)™ or Carteira (San Roque)” — the
concrete feature of a stony quay mole can most likely be compared with the spectacular
feature from the provincial capital Tarraco (Tarragona). So, there was not a single fabrica in
the bank area, but rather several buildings, which were interpreted as horrea, arranged on

the bankline'®.
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Text for the illustrations:
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