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MOZIA

The submerged ancient
causeway to Mozia seen
from the air.

ANCIENT PORT

At the foot of the acropolis
of Selinus, along the beach
and on the opposite sea
floor, there are visible ar-
chitectural elements that
belong to the ancient port
structures.

Sicily’s
Submerged
Structures

he Sicilian sea floor is a treasury full of
archaeological riches that were sub-
merged over the centuries due to various
geological circumstances (crater forma-
tion, changes to the coastline, bradyseism). This
partial synthesis of the archaeological finds in
Sicilian waters aims to echo the age-old relation-
ship between people and the sea in Sicily.
One of the most fascinating sites lies at the west-
ernmost end of Sicily, in the province of Trapani:
the Phoenician colony Motya (which flourished
from the eighth to the fourth centuries BC),
present-day Mozia. This small island is the centre
of the archipelago in the Stagnone di Marsala,
about eight km long and one of the largest lagoon
areas in Europe. The Phoenician city's location in
the Stagnone seems to indicate that the entire
lagoon area served as a natural port system and
that loading and unloading of goods for the
Phoenician city took place near the North Gate,
which led to the quarters with furnaces and the
workshops where purple dye was produced.
From the North Gate a maritime causeway also
led carts past the city and to the settlement at
present-day Birgi on the other side. The cause-
way originally was a massive construction meant
to inhibit free navigation inside the lagoon.
The ports of Lilybaeurmn (now Marsala) at the
westernmost point of Sicily have yet to be
explored; the three ports which gave this city its
fame and prasperity in Antiquity lie on the sea
floor off the modern city, covered in thick layers
of seagrass. Photogrammetry and field research
have made it possible to locate the ports: one
lies near Punta Alga, in the bay south of the
Stagnone; the one called Porto delle Tartane or
Margitello is situated near the modern port; the
maost important one, opposite the ancient city
centre, lies immediately north of Capo Boeo at
the location of the modern rowing club.
The city of Selinus had to process such a mass of
maritime traffic that two ports were needed, one
to the east and one to the west of the acropolis,
near the mouths of the presently silted-up Gorgo
Cottone and Modione. The latter river was known
as the Selinen in Antiquity and gave the city its
name. The remains of these ports found so far
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