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THE ANALYSIS OF LITERARY SOURCES AND HISTORICAL ICONO-
GRAPHIC DOCUMENTATION, COMBINED WITH GEOLOGICAL DATA
AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL RECORDS, PROVIDES NEW EVIDENCE FOR
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PORT USED FOR COMMERCIAL PURPOSE, DURING
THE GREEK AND HELLENISTIC PERIOD THE LARGE
BEACH LOCATED IMMEDIATELY

SOUTH OF THE TOWN, NOW COVERED RY THE 1669
LAVA FLOW, WAS USED FOR MILITARY PURPOSES..
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LOCATION OF THE MAIN GREEK ARCHAIC FEATU-
RES IN CATANIA (FROM CASTAGNINO BERLIN-
GHIERT AND MONACO); (1) EX RECLUSORIO
DELLA PURITA; (2) P1azzA SAN FrRANCESCO; (3)
VIA ZaPPALA GEMELLT, (4) URSINO CASTLE;

(5) ANCIENT HARBOUR (HYPOTHESIS). THE
SECTIONS BELOW ILLUSTRATE THE CHANGE OF
THE TOPOGRAPHIC ELEVATION FROM THE GREEK
ARCHAIC PERIOD TO THE PRESENT. THE RECON-
STRUCTION OF THE OLD ELEVATION SUBTRACTED
FROM THE PRESENT ELEVATION 3 M, OBTAINED BY
THE VERTICAL TECTONIC UPLIFT (5 M, CONSIDE-
RING AN UPLIFT RATE OF 2 MM/YR) MINUS THE
SEA-LEVEL RISE {2 M IN THE LAST 2500 YRS).
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