


A note to the reader 

In the 25 years since the Cultural Atlas of Mesopotamia and the ancient 
Near East was published, much additional data has become available and 
there have been many important discoveries and revised interpretations of 
previously accepted theories. Innovative methods of investigation and 
analysis have been devised and new topics have been investigated.  

A review of a recently published atlas of the ancient Near East starts:  
“For the past quarter-century, Michael Roaf's Cultural Atlas of 
Mesopotamia (New York: Facts on File, 1990) has proved itself a stalwart 
of countless introductory classes”  and ends: “A comprehensive 
replacement of Michael Roaf's Cultural Atlas of Mesopotamia still 
remains unwritten” (http://bmcr.brynmawr.edu/2016/2016-09-24.html). 

Since the Atlas has retained a usefulness as an introductory textbook on 
Near Eastern Archaeology, even though this was not the principal purpose 
for writing the book, and since it has been out of print for many years, I 
have decided to make it available on Academia.edu. 

Nevertheless, there are numerous errors in the book, some of which have 
resulted from discoveries made in the last 20 years. I have not, however, 
attempted to update the Atlas, but in order to indicate to the reader some 
of its shortcomings, I have posted a file with corrections on my Academia 
page. I will be grateful for any emendations and additions to this list, 
which will be revised when I have been made aware of further corrections. 
The current version of these corrections is appended to the end of this pdf.  

Michael Roaf 
March 2017 
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Corrections to   

Michael Roaf Cultural Atlas of Mesopotamia and the ancient Near East (1990) 

This file contains some corrections to Michael Roaf Cultural Atlas of Mesopotamia and the ancient Near East (1990). 

This is not a comprehensive list and is a somewhat arbitrary selection. Furthermore, I have not attempted to update 

the text and for the most part I have not included references to the many new discoveries (such as Gobeklitepe and 

the Royal Tombs of Qatna) and to the many detailed studies made in the last twenty years, even though they have 

radically improved our knowledge of particular aspects of the ancient Near East. 

Please send further corrections, preferably with references, to me (M.Roaf@LMU.DE) and I will update this file 

accordingly. 

Stephan Kroll (11.3.2017) has pointed out to me that the link that I gave to the place marks on Google Earth (ANE.kmz) 

(http://ancientworldonline.blogspot.co.uk/2011/07/ane) no longer works. The correct url is 

http://www.lingfil.uu.se/research/assyriology/earth/. 

 

Passim  

CHANGE Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.  

CHANGE The Gulf to The Persian Gulf 

NOTE dates between 2150 and 1550 are given according to the (Upper) Middle Chronology (UMC) Recent 

investigations have shown that the Lower Middle Chronology with dates 8 years more recent than the UMC is the most 

probable chronological system for this time period.  

p. 16 top illustration. The tree trunk on the left is actually older that the tree-ring sections on the right. So, the label 

͞seƋueŶĐe fƌoŵ liǀiŶg tƌee͟ should ďe ĐoƌƌeĐted to ͞seƋueŶĐe fƌoŵ old tƌee͟. The laďel ͞tiŵe ďaĐk iŶto the past͟ 
should ďe ĐoƌƌeĐted to ͞tiŵe foƌǁaƌd iŶto the futuƌe͟ oƌ the diƌeĐtioŶ of the aƌƌoǁ should ďe ƌeǀeƌsed. The laďel 
͞seƋueŶĐes fƌoŵ oldeƌ tiŵďeƌ͟ should ďe ĐoƌƌeĐted to ͞seƋueŶĐes fƌoŵ futuƌe tƌees͟.  

pp. 22-Ϯϯ Map: The ǀegetatioŶ of the Neaƌ East. This ŵap is iŶteŶded to shoǁ the ͞Đliŵaǆ ǀegetatioŶ͟ uŶdeƌ ƌeĐeŶt 
climatic conditions without interference from humans. It would be more informative to show reconstructions of the 

vegetation at different periods.  

p. 24 Map: Early settlements in the Near East 

ADD Epipalaeolithic:  Ohalo II 

ADD Protoneoliothic: Gobeklitepe, Kortik, Hallan Chemi, Jerf al-Ahmar, Tell Aswad, 

p. 25 Map: The spread of farming and animal husbandry  

ADD Gobeklitepe, Sheikh-e Abad, Jani, Zaghe, Tell Seker al-Aheimar, Jerf al-Ahmar, Tell Sabi Abyad 

p. 31 ill. tr is not of a village in NW Iran but is a view of the city of Arbil and is to be attributed to David and Joan Oates. 

p. 36 Table of domestication:  

CHANGE Chicken and Camel as follows: 

mailto:M.Roaf@LMU.DE
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Domesticated animal  Wild ancestor Region Date 

Chicken Red jungle fowl South-east Asia  c. 3000 BC? 

Bactrian Camel Wild Bactrian camel Central Asia / Mongolia c. 3000 BC 

Dromedary Wild camel Arabia c. 1500 BC 

The supposedly domesticated Chinese chicken turned out to be a wild pheasant! 

p. 43 Map Early pottery using cultures 

ADD Tell Sabi Abyad, Mezraa Teleilat, Tell Halula, Akarchay, Seker al-Aheimar, Salat Jami Yani, Tell el-Kerkh, Shir. 

Recent research has demonstrated that the earliest styles of pottery included a painted ware that was perhaps a luxury 

ǁaƌe iŵitatiŶg Đolouƌed stoŶe ǀessels aŶd a ŵoƌe utilitaƌiaŶ ǁaƌe giǀeŶ the uŶgaiŶlǇ Ŷaŵe ͞pƌe-proto-HassuŶa͟  
See Olivier P. Nieuwenhuyse, Peter M.M.G. Akkermans & Johannes van der Plicht. Not so coarse, nor always plain – the 

earliest pottery of Syria, Antiquity 84 (2010). 

p. 44 Chatal Huyuk. NOTE recent excavations directed by Ian Hodder, which have shown that a rigid distinction 

between shrines and normal houses is not valid. 

p. 49 Map Halaf and other cultures 

ADD Domuztepe. 

p. 53 Map The extent of the Ubaid culture 

REMOVE Diraz East 

ADD Dalma Island 

p. 63 Plan of the earlier and later levels in the Eanna precinct in Uruk.  

REVISE KEY: 

pale green   Level IVa (later) 

beige with blue outline  Level IVb (earlier) 

lilac    Ur III c. 2100 BC 

p. 64-5  Map The influence of early urban cultures 

ADD Tepe Sufalin 

p. 73  Map  Cylinder seal use 

ADD Tepe Sufalin 

p. 79  Map The trade in chlorite vessels of the Intercultural Style 

INCLUDE Jiroft and ADD Konar Sandal 

p. 80  Map The distribution of pottery styles in the 3rd millennium 

EXTEND ETC to the NE to include area near Tehran. See Christian K. Piller, Neue Erkenntnisse zur Verbreitung der Kura-

Araxes-Kultur in Nord- und Zentraliran in Heather Baker, Kai Kaniuth, & Adelheid Otto, Stories of long ago. Festschrift 

für Michael D. Roaf (2012), 441-457 

ADD Tell Niml, Tell Arbid,  

p. 83 Map The cities in the Sumerian King List 

ADD Tell Beydar, Tell Banat/Bazi,  
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p. 97 Map The conquests of the kings of Agade 

MOVE Marhashi, Elam, Armanum, Purushhanda, Agade 

p. 100 CHANGE Ur-Nammu to Ur-Namma throughout 

The Third Dynasty of Ur family tree  

CHANGE DATES 

1. Ur-Namma  2110-2093 

2. Šulgi  2092-2045 

3. Amar-Sin  2044-2036 

4. Šu-Sin  2035-2027 

5. Ibbi-Sin  2026-2002 

p. 102 Map The empire of the Third Dynasty of Ur 

MOVE Marhashi, Bashime, Simanu 

MAKE Mari an allied state 

p. 111 Kings of Mesopotamia and Elam c. 2000 -1600 BC 

REVISE as follows 

ISIN I (2019-1794) LARSA (2025-1763) BABYLON I (1894-1595) URUK  
1. Išbi-Erra  2019-1987 1. Naplanum   2025-2005   
2. Šu-ilišu  1986-1977 2. Yamsium   2004-1977   
3. Iddin-Dagan  1976-1956 3. Samium   1976-1942   
4. Išme-Dagan  1955-1937 4. Zabaya   1941-1933   
5. Lipit-Eštar  1936-1926 5. Gungunum    1932-1906   
6. Ur-Ninurta  1925-1898 6. Abi-sare    1905-1895   
7. Bur-Sin  1897-1876 7. Sumu-El    1894-1866 1. Sumu-abum  1894-1881 
8. Lipit-Enlil  1875-1871       
9. Erra-imitti  1870-1863 8. Nur-Adad  Sin-kashid c1850 1865-1850 2. Sumu-la-Il  1880-1845 
10. Enlil-bani  1863-1839 9. Sin-iddinam  Sin-iribam  1849-1843 3. Sabium  1844-1831 
  10. Sin-iribam  Sin-gamil  1842-1841   
11. Zambiya  1838-1836 11. Sin-iqišam  ANam  1840-1836   
  12. Silli-Adad  IRnene c.1810 1835   
12. Iter-piša 1835-1832 13. Warad-Sin  Nabi-ilishu  1834-1823   
13. Ur-dukuga  1831-1828  1803   4. Apil-Sin  1830-1813 
14. Sin-magir  1827-1817 14. Rim-Sin I    1822-1763   
15. Damiq-ilišu  1816-1794 1763    5. Sin-muballit  1812-1793 
      6. Hammu-rabi  1792-1750 
  14. Rim-Sin II    1740-1736 7. Samsu-iluna  1749-1712 
      8. Abi-ešuh  1711-1684 
      9. Ammi-ditana  1683-1647 
      10. Ammi-saduqa  1646-1628 
      11. Samsu-ditana  1627-1603 

The interlinked dynasties of Ur, Isin, Larsa, Babylon, and Uruk according to the Upper Middle Chronology. 
According to the Lower Middle Chronology the dates should be 8 years more recent i.e. Išbi-Erra reigned from 
2019-1979 (revised according to Dominique Charpin in Charpin, Dominique, Marten Stol and Dietz Otto Edzard, Mesopotamien: 
Die altbabylonische Zeit (Orbis Biblicus et Orientalis, 160/4, 2004): 385-9 and M. Roaf, The Fall of Babylon in 1499 NC or 1595 
MC, Akkadica 133 (2012), 169-170) 
 

 ESHNUNNA  ELAM  ASHUR  MARI  
 Ituriya        
 Shu-iliya  Kindattu  c. 2005 30. Puzur-Ashur I    
2000 Nur-ahum c.2010 Idaddu (I)  31. Shalim-ahum    
 Kirikiri  Tan-ruhuratir c. 1970 32. Ilushuma    
 Bilalama    33. Erishum I 1971–1932   
 Ishar-ramashu  Ebarti (II)      
 Usur-ramashu c.1950   34. Ikunum 1931–1917   
 Azuzum        
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 ESHNUNNA  ELAM  ASHUR  MARI  
 Ur-NinMAR.KI  Idattu (II) c. 1905     
 Ur-Ningishzida  Ebarat      
1900 Ipiq-Adad I  Shilhaha c. 1900 35. Sargon I 1916–1877   
 Sharriya  Addahushu      
 Warassa    36. Puzur-Ashur II 1876–1870   
 Belakum    37. Naram-Sin 1869–1835/1815   
 Ibal-pi-El I    38. Erishum II 1834/1814–1808   
 Ipiq-Adad II c.1862-1819     Yaggid-Lim  
 Naram-Sin c.1818-     Yahdun-Lim  
1800 Dannum-tahaz  Shiruk-tuh c. 1800 39. Shamshi-Adad I  1807-1775 Sumu-Yamam  
 Iqish-Tishpak  Shimut-wartash    Yasmah-Addu  1792-1775 
 Dadusha  -1780 Siwe-palar-huhpak c. 1765 40. Ishme-Dagan  1774- Zimri-Lim  1775-1762 
 Ibal-pi-El II 1779-1765 Kuduzulush  40a. Mut-Ashkur  1762  
 Silli-Sin 1764-1762   40b. Rimu-[...]    
 1762    40c. Asinum    
     40d. Puzur-Sin    
1700 Iluni    41. Ashur-dugul     
 Ahushina    42. Ashur-apla-idi    
     43. Nasir-Sin    
   Kuk-nashur c. 1646     
         
         
1600         

The dynasties of Eshnunna, Elam, Ashur, and Mari according to the Middle Chronology  (revised according to 
Charpin, 2004: 389-390, M. Stolper in Ë. Carter & . Stolper, Elam: Surveys of Political History and Archaeology(1984), and G. 
Barjamovic, T. Hertel, & M.T. Larsen, Ups and downs at Kanesh: Chronology, History and Society in the Old Assyrian Period 
(2012)  
 

p. 113 Map Anatolia and the Old Assyrian Trade 

MOVE Purushhanda  

REVISE KEY:  

CHANGE Assyrian trade route to Trade route 

CHANGE DATES to c. 1940-c. 1835BC and c. 1834-1730 p. 116 Map World of the Mari letters 

ADD Tushhan, Nurrugum,  

p. ϭϭϲ Map Haŵŵuƌaďi’s kiŶgdoŵ  
MOVE ?Agade  and EXTEND eǆteŶt of Haŵŵuƌaďi’s kiŶgdoŵ  
Key: CHANGE ͞date of BaďǇloŶiaŶ taďlet fiŶd͟ to ͞date of latest Old BaďǇloŶiaŶ taďlet fiŶd͟ 

CHANGE ͞ϭϳϭϵ-ϭϳϬϬ͟ to ͞ϭϳϭϵ-ϭϲϬϬ͟ 

p. 123 Sealand: 

Both excavated textual and archaeological evidence for the rule of the Sealand in southern Babylonia has been found 

at Tell Khaiber 19 km NW of Ur (Campbell, S., Moon, J., Killick, R., Robson, E., Calderbank, D., Shepperson, M., Slater, F: 

(in press) Tell Khaiber: an administrative centre of the Sealand period, Iraq 79). An illegally excavated and exported 

archive of this period from an unlocated site has also been published (S. Dalley (2009), Babylonian Tablets from the 

First Sealand Dynasty in the Schøyen Collection (CUSAS 9)). 

Venus Tablets and Middle Chronology 

Recent astronomical and radiocarbon investigations have shown that the Lower Middle Chronology (LMC) with dates 8 

years more recent than the (Upper) Middle Chronology (UMC) is the most probable chronological system for the 

period 2150 to 1550 BC. A solar eclipse mentioned in the Mari Eponym Chronicle may have been that of 1833 BC and 

could be compatible with the LMC. See Denis Lacambre & Werner Nahm (eds.) (in press), Nouvelles perspectives sur la 

chronologie de la première moitié du IIe millénaire av. J.-C. au Proche-Orient et en Égypte / New Perspectives on the 

Chronology of the Early Second Millenium BC in the Near East and Egypt 
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p 129 mr  CHANGE ͞IŶ the Uďaid peƌiod͟ to ͞IŶ the Uďaid aŶd Uƌuk peƌiods͟  

p. 134 Map The empire of Mittani 

ADD Tell Bazi, Umm al-Mara,  

p. 139 Map The Hittite empire 

ADD Porshuk, Basiri, Sirkeli 

MOVE Ahhiyawa, Arzawa. 

p. 140 Map The Middle Assyrian empire 

ADD Idu, Tell Sabi Abyad, Giricano, Uchtepe  

CORRECT boundaries to exclude Hit 

p. 143 Map Kingdom of the Kassites  

EXTEND to include Mari, Bahrain and Mahi Dasht 

p. 143 Hattusas Site plan    

ADD silos and reservoirs 

p. 160 Map The Aramaean and Neo-Hittite kingdoms  

The map does not distinguish between Hittite hieroglyphic inscriptions dating to the time of the Hittite Empire and 

those after its collapse. 

p. 162 REVISE plan of North-West Palace 

p. 172 REVISE Urartian king list as follows: 

Urartian kings and their fathers known from 
their inscriptions and the proposed 
abbreviations 

Urartian kings mentioned in Assyrian 
inscriptions with the dates of the 
synchronisms 

Sarduri  son of Lutipri Sarduri L Seduri (830)  

Išpuini son of Sarduri Išpuini S Ušpina (ca. 820) 
Minua son of Išpuini Minua I  

Argišti son of Minua Argišti M Argišti/u (774) 
Sarduri son of Argišti Sarduri A 

Sarduri, Ištar-/Issar-dūrī, etc. (743, 735) 
[?Sarduri son of Sarduri] [?Sarduri S] 

Rusa son of Erimena Rusa E 
Ursa, Rusa (719-713) 

Rusa son of Sarduri Rusa S 

Argišti son of Rusa Argišti R Argišti/u (709) 
Rusa son of Argišti Rusa A Ursa (673/2, 652) 
 

Ištar-/Issar-dūrī (646/642) 

Urartian kings known from their inscriptions and from Assyrian sources arranged in a sequence of son following father. 
This order is consistent with the Assyrian synchronisms. Since the names of the fathers of the Urartian kings are not 

mentioned in the Assyrian texts, the synchronisms with Sarduri A and Sarduri S and Rusa E and Rusa S are not certain. . 
(based on M. Roaf, Could Rusa son of Erimena have been king of Urartu during Sargon’s Eighth Campaign?, in S. 

Kroll, C. Gruber, U. Hellwag, M. Roaf & P. Zimansky (eds.), Biainili-Urartu: The Proceedings of the Symposium held 
in Munich 12-14 October 2007 Tagungsbericht des Münchner Symposiums 12. -14. Oktober 2007, Acta Iranica 51 

(2012): 187-216) 
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p. 173 Map The kingdom of Urartu 

ADD Ayanis 

REMOVE ͞other temple type͟ from Erebuni 

p. 178  Late Assyrian kings 2 

REVISE DATES: 

Ashurbanipal  668-631? 

Ashur-etelli-ilani ?631-?626 

Sin-shum-lishir ?626 

Sin-shar-ishkun ?625-612 

p. 178 Map  The Assyrian empire in the late 8th century BC 

ADD Rabat, Qalaichi, Tang-i Var (Sargon II), and Karalla 

ALTER ƌoute of “aƌgoŶ’s ϴth ĐaŵpaigŶ 

p. 185 Map Assyrian capitals and irrigation systems 

REVISE courses of canals according to Jason Ur 

p. 191 Map The Assyrian empire in the7th century BC 

REMOVE Tang-i Var and ADD to map on p. 178 

p. 199 Map Babylonia 

ADD  Agade, Eshnunna 

p. 203 Map The conquests of Cyrus 

REVISE extent of Media  

p. 204 Site plan of Pasargadae 

REMOVE wall and central water channel 

ADD reservoir  

pp. 230-232 Gazetteer 

The locations of the sites given in the Gazetteer are not reliable as they have been compiled from the individual maps. 

More accurate place marks on Google Earth (ANE.kmz) for many sites can be downloaded at 

http://www.lingfil.uu.se/research/assyriology/earth/ 

Michael Roaf  

12 March 2017 

http://ancientworldonline.blogspot.co.uk/2011/07/ane-placemarks-for-google-earth.html
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