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22 Land and sea connections: the Kastro rock-cut site
(Lemnos Island, Aegean Sea, Greece)

Christina Marangou

Introduction

The island of Lemnos, in the northeast Aegean Sea, located
in front of the entrance to the Dardanelles Straits, has
been the focus of both mythical and actual travels and
population movements since at least the end of the 4th
millennium BC. Since the time of Homer, the island has
frequently been mentioned by Classical and later authors,
partially due to the fact that it was inhabited by non-Greeks,
until Athenian occupation around S00BC. The first named
possibly Bronze Age inhabitants, were the Sintians “of
wild speech” (Odyssey 8.294; Iliad 1. 593-594), reputedly
from Thrace (Heubeck et al 1988: 366). According to the
myth, the Sintians of Lemos received the pre-Hellenic
divinity, who became the god Hephaistos, who became the
god of fire and metalworking. Lemnos was his favoured
island (Iliad 21.58; Richardson 1993: 58) and became his
main cult-centre in Greece (Kirk 1985/1990: 113). Jason
and the Argonauts (Minyans) are reported to have stopped
here on their way to the Black Sea (Iliad 7. 467-468).
Jason’s son, Eunos, King of Leminos, despatched wine-
ships to the Acheans during the Trojan war (Iliad 7. 467—
468). Finds of Mycenaean figurines and pottery seem to
confirm connections to the Acheans, while Lemnian
spinners are mentioned on a Linear B tablet (PY Ab 186,
Ventris and Chadwick 1973: 410).

The descendants of the Sintians and the Minyans were
replaced, according to Herodotus (VI 137), after the second
millennium BC, by Pelasgians, or rather Tyrrhenians
possibly from the East (Torelli 1975; Sakellariou 1977:
186 ff, 217-221; Giuffrida 1983: 9 ff). Evidence of their
non-Hellenic language survives in inscriptions recovered
from the Archaic period (de Simone 2000). The ‘Homeric
hymn’ to Dionysos, refers to the Tyrrhenians as dreadful
pirates and raiders. The name ‘Sintian’ is said to derive
from the verb ‘to harm, damage, or rob’ (Giuffrida 1983:
16). This relates either to their early ability to manufacture
harmful weapons, or to their piratical activities; the latter
confirmed by the Sintians’ raid of Thrace. However, despite
the fact that piracy was wide spread and frequently
synonymous with trade through Archaic times (Giuffrida

1983: 4-8), the Athenians later used this as an excuse to
colonize the island as a form of punishment.

It was probably the Tyrrhenians who at the end of the
8th century BC, introduced the mystic cult of ‘Kaveiri’ or
‘Great Gods’ to Lemnos — their sanctuary having been
located and excavated on the north coast of the island.
The ‘Kaveiri’ (Hemberg 1950), also known to be metal-
lurgists, were the sons or grandsons of Hephaistos and
the pre-Hellenic ‘Great Goddess’ with the same name as
the island, Lemnos, a divinity of nature. In the Archaic
period the ‘Great Goddess’ Lemnos was assimilated with
the Phrygian Cybele and was related to the Thracian
Bendis (Beschi 1990: 29). The goddess of hunting and
wild nature, Artemis, also became incorporated with
Bendis, and probably succeeded Lemnos, after Athenian
colonisers likely adopted the latter’s pre-Greek worship.

The site

The modern-day port of the capital of Lemnos, Myrina, is
situated on the west coast of the island, facing the Athos-
Chalkidiki Peninsula on the Greek mainland (Fig. 22.1).
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Fig. 22.1. Map of Lemnos Island showing main places
mentioned in the text (Compiled by author).
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Fig. 22.2. General view of the Kastro Peninsula from the
east (Photo by the author).

The northern part of the harbour, the rocky Kastro
Peninsula projects towards the west (height c. 115 m; Fig.
22.2). The rock formation dates from the Tertiary period,
and the coastal deposits of the surrounding low areas,
from the Holocene (Geological map of Greece, 1993).

Various structures have been carved out of the Kastro
Peninsula, exploiting the natural shapes and locations of
the outcrops and boulders: cavities, platforms, “rooms”,
flights of steps, niches, conduits (Marangou 2002a). The
current research commenced in 2002 with the recording
of the visible rock-cut features, and is being completed
since 2002, by the unearthing of rock-cut structures in
selected areas. In 2003, work resumed in two areas on the
southern slope of the Kastro Peninsula located in the
outer port. Both areas command a view over the entrance
to the harbour and are surrounded by cliffs that overlook
dangerous shallows and reefs. Preliminary results suggest
that these areas had been occupied at least since the
Bronze Age until the Hellenistic period (c. second half of
the second millennium—3rd century BC). Subsequently a
Byzantine, Genovese, Venetian and finally, a Turkish
castle was built on the northern side of the headland
(Castrorum Circumnavigatio 1999: 56-57), partially
destroying earlier remains.

Observation posts and industrial/trade activities?

In Area N/Z some carved rocks offer a convenient
observation post (39 m above current sea level) over-
looking the entrance to the harbour (Fig. 22.3). Behind
them, towards the north, an area of probable industrial
activities and/or trade as well as cult, was revealed. Rock-
cut cavities and conduits, attesting to the containment
and management of liquids, might have been used for
metallurgical activities, partially indicated by traces of
slag. A rock-cut feature with such a function has been
identified at the Early Bronze Age (EBA) settlement of
Palamari, on the island of Skyros; located on an abrupt
slope, it was exposed to prevailing winds, a necessary
requirement to obtain the high temperatures necessary
for melting the copper (Hadzipouliou 1997: 359). The

Fig. 22.3. Carvedrocks in Area N/Z from the north. View
towards the entrance of the harbour (Photo by author).

1cm

Fig. 22.4. Small lead or tin ingot from Area N/Z (Photo
by author).

location of ancient furnaces close to the sea would have
facilitated ships unloading and the requirement of sand
for extracting lead from litharge (Papadimitriou and
Kordatos 2001: 687), would also have been benefited
from a coastal location. However, there is no evidence for
the existence of metals on Lemnos, which would have
had to have been imported by sea, despite the advance in
metal working in prehistory, and this particular spot is
high above the current sea level, overlooking a rocky
coast. Nevertheless, communication with the coast was
facilitated (see below).

Finds from the area include a small probable lead or
tin ingot (Fig. 22.4), various pieces of metal artefacts,
including jewellery, in lead (or tin?), iron and copper-
based metal and clay lamps, loom-weights (one of which
has a bull imprinted on the top), an unusual bat(?) figure,
as well as some later female figurine fragments, possibly
related to a female goddess (see below), as well as a small
“hoard” of copper-based coins with complex represent-
ations, that were discovered near the foundations of a
stone wall.

Tin and/or lead ingots are known to have been rep-
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132 Christina Marangou

resented on Egyptian reliefs since the 15th century BC
(Bass 1967: 62—67, 70), and tin ingots were traded in the
eastern Mediterranean from at least the Late Bronze Age
(LBA) as the Uluburun (Parker 1992: no 1193; Bass 1997:
157; Pulak 1998: 199-201), Cape Gelidonya (Bass 1967:
30, fig. 17; 52, 82-83; Parker 1992: no 208) and Kefar
Samir (also lead ingots; Parker 1992: no 540; Muhly
1998: 319)! wrecks indicate.

In the northeast Aegean tin has often been found
(Pernicka et al 2003: 163): an almost pure tin artefact
comes from EBA Thermi, Lesbos (Lamb 1936: 171, fig.
50, pl. XXV). The source of the tin ore remains conjectural
(Hall and Steadman 1991; Rapp 1999, 703; Pernicka
2001: 369-371; Pernicka et al 2003: 164, 170—171). Tin
may have been traded through the Caucasus area (Colchis)
and the Black Sea (Doumas 2002: 53).2 Lead is more
common in the Aegean and was involved in the production
of silver since EBA Troy (Papadimitriou and Kordatos
2001: 681). It was mined at Laurion (Attica), Thasos,
Siphnos and other Cycladic islands since at least the
Bronze Age (Bass 1967: 73, 131; 1997: 158; Stos Gale et
al 1996; Vavelidis et al 2001: 634; Pernicka et al 2003:
166). Lead was known in Anatolia since the Neolithic
(Sayre et al 2001) and several archaeometallurgical sites
including lead have been identified in NW Turkey
(Pernicka et al 2003: 148 ff, Fig. 1). Numerous different
metal ores are known in Kassandra, northwest of the
Chalkidike Peninsula (opposite Myrina) (Begemann et a/
2003: 198).

Overseas contact for the acquisition of raw metal in
Lemnos is without question. In the /liad (7.467—475) the
Lemnians are said to have traded with the opposite Anatol-
ian coast, exchanging wine for “copper”, “glistening iron”,
hides, cattle and slaves (21.40-41, 58). Archaic Lemnian
exports were found in the northern Aegean islands and
mainland Greece, imports to Lemnos originated from the
eastern and southern Aegean (Beschi 1998: 75). Direct
contacts with the eastern Aegean continue to be attested
in the Hellenistic period (Archontidou 2000: 43).

A dangerous harbour and offshore anchorage

Area N/E is located a little more to the east on the Kastro
Peninsula, about 10 m below Area N/Z, overlooking a
small rocky island that served as a sea-mark until recent
times. In fact, ships entering the harbour would have had
to avoid two shoals situated almost in the middle of the
entrance, at an equal distance from this island and from
another protruding rock at the end of the opposite
peninsula; in the 1950s, the shoals were destroyed and
the port dredged. Prior to the destruction of the shoals in
the middle of the bay, they were marked with a red buoy
in 1929 and a beacon was sometimes placed there at
night (Ploigos 1955: 50; Marangou 2002b). The sub-
merged rocks at the entrance of this bay and several shoals
close to its southern coastline, are indicated on the 16th-
century map of Lemnos by Piri Reis, who also mentions

that ships lie offshore below the castle, towards the north-
eastern part of the bay “moor up on shore and drop anchor
into the sea” (Piri Reis 1988: 233, 240, pl. 52/b, 241).
However, the bay was treacherous (“malsaine”) even more
so for smaller boats (Ploigos 1955: 50), with shallows of
4-5 m (Instructions Nautiques 1929: 239). The difficulty
of entering the harbour in the dark was mentioned in the
beginning of the 19th century, although it was less
dangerous in daylight, as both the peninsulas that de-
lineate the bay are volcanic and thus dark-brown in colour
and thus not easily discernable, in contrast with the coast
of the two bays on either side of the Kastro, sandy and
light coloured. After entering, the rocky coast was indist-
inguishable and abrupt (Marangou 2002a).

One of the epic adjectives attributed to Lemnos ‘amich-
thaloessa’ (Richardson 1993: 356; Dumézil 1998: 73),
meant either smoke enshrouded, foggy, misty and hard to
catch sight of, apparently because of Hephaistos’ metal-
lurgical activities® or because of fumarolic gases (Forsyth
1984), or because it was difficult to come ashore, being
rocky and steep, with inhospitable harbours that were
difficult to access. The difficulty of approaching the island
is also illustrated by the impossible conditions the Lemni-
ans presented to the Athenians: they would only surrender
if the Athenians arrived sailing against the north wind
from Athens, conditions only satisfied when the Athenians
sailed from the Athenian Chersonese (Herodotus VI. 138).

Anchoring was possible in the harbour in nice weather,
the best area being at a depth of 18 m (/nstructions
Nautiques 1929: 239). Similar instructions are still given
in Ploigos (1955: 50): the best anchoring was between
the two shallows, although the seabed was sandy and
unstable and the ships had to be on the alert to put off
immediately as soon as the wind changed to a westerly.*
The Myrina harbour is “like open sea” when exposed to
western winds. Pirf Reis warned “vessels cannot lie at
anchor against winds blowing from the sea, for the place
is exposed”, and suggested an alternative natural harbour
(Platy Bay), four miles to the southwest which “may be
entered by large galleys, ... is sheltered” ...(and)... offers
anchorage “suitable for all winds” (1988: 233, 240, 241).

Euneos, the King of Lemnos, purchased a slave at Troy
in exchange for a silver krater (Iliad 7.467—468) that had
been offered to his grandfather, King Thoas, by Phoenician
merchants, possibly in return for the right to moor in the
harbour or to trade in Lemnos (Richardson 1993: 252).
The necessity for pilotage (McGrail 1996: 315) and the
importance of a friendly or at least non-aggressive, attitude
to the islanders, is self-evident. It would not have been
easy if they were pirates or wreckers themselves. It seems
significant that areas inhabited by the Tyrrhenians also
included the area on the coast opposite Myrina, including
that of Mount Athos Peninsula, as well as Imbros and
other areas along the route to the Black Sea. As attested in
the later Hellenistic and Roman periods, it was common
for notorious piratical populations to occupy barren coastal
regions, such as Cilicia, bordering crucial sea-lanes, in
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order to exact “transit dues” in exchange for guarantees of
safe passage (Rauh 2003: 169-201).

Crossroads, access routes and cult

Area N/E is a crossroads of a partly preserved, ascending
ramp intersected by a flights of steps that climbed up
from the edge of the cliffs. Natural and rock-cut segments
of ramps and steps, sometimes zigzagging, extended down
towards the sea. The main ramp, which was parallel to
the coast, continued towards other parts of the site and
had probably at some time been transformed into a stone
platform that was placed in full view of the harbour and
that covered a large part of the Area N/E. A number of
lead joints, as well as handles of large, coarse pottery
vases were found in connection with the ramp/platform.
Two of the flights of steps that crossed the platform arrive
either side of a stepped rock. The largest flight of steps
turned and continued up above the intersection, leading
to another large, carved rock, with a symmetrical flight
of a few steps on its opposite side.

A preliminary study of the pottery from both Area N/Z
and Area N/E indicates that the area was utilised from the
Bronze Age, through to the Archaic, Classical and
Hellenistic periods. Pottery from the base of the ramp —
thus from its initial occupation — that is still under study,
likely dates from the end of the Late Bronze Age (Troy
VII, if not already Troy VI) and the beginning of the Iron
Age (roughly Troy VIIb), thus including the period around
the Trojan war (see Marangou in press), without excluding
the possibility of extending the occupation to the time of
the Argonauts. This is followed by Archaic pottery of the
Tyrrhenian “pirates”, to whom the above mentioned
industrial activities should possibly also be attributed.
Later phases have a strong Athenian bias, the functions of
both areas having probably changed in the Classical and
Hellenistic periods to now involve, besides that of possible
military observation posts and trade, ritual and cult
practices.

In fact, a number of clay, female figurine fragments
and a few clay artefacts were found in the area of a small
stone structure, a single row of stones based on the stepped
rock mentioned above, by the inner side of the ramp. One
could interpret this as a small open-air altar, or at least a
significant place, located at the intersection of access
routes to the sea, that may have been used by visitors in
the Classical and Hellenistic periods. Small open-air altars
are not a rarity outside temples or sacred enclosures, in
particular in harbour areas. However, an alternative
interpretation of the area as possibly being an observation
post must also be retained, or even a double function was
feasible. Additional figurine fragments were found in Area
N/Z and Hellenistic figurines in other areas of the Kastro
Peninsula (Archontidou 1994: 55, figs. 12—13).

The figurines often represent a woman wearing a polos
(high hat) and veil and/or seated on a throne (Fig. 22.5).
Polos iconography is known since the 6th century BC
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Fig. 22.5. Clay figurine head from Area N/E wearing a
high polos hat and veil (Photo by author).

from Thasos. Oriental and Neo-Hittite influences on the
type, characterising divinities, have also been noted (Weill
1985: 147-202). This style of headgear is characteristic
of pre-Hellenic Lemnos (Beschi 2001; Archontidou 2000:
27, fig. 40), of the Phrygian Cybele, probably related to
the Lydian Kybebe and the Syrian-Anatolian Kubaba
(Haas 1994: 406-409), but also of 5th—4th century BC
Artemis, Demeter, Hera or Hecate (Weill 1985: 193—
196). Up until now all the figurines appear to be female
and often with attributes of Cybele or Lemnos, however,
they are not all of the same type; yet, figurines of Greek
gods/goddesses are known to “visit” sanctuaries of other
divinities (Alroth 1989: 108—113), while some could also
represent mortals.

Artemis was the most important goddess of the island
in Classical times, with at least two precincts in Myrina
where, in 1860, Conze (1986: 109) mentioned a frag-
mentary marble statue of Artemis was found near the
port. An Archaic and Classical sanctuary was situated on
the outskirts of the town (Beschi 2001), and Archaic to
Roman vestiges interpreted as a sanctuary have been
excavated on the shore, a few kilometres to the north of
Myrina (Archontidou 2000: 32-34; Beschi 2001: 218).
Besides, a priestess of Artemis collected and sealed the
“Lemnian earth” from Mount Mosychlos, where Heph-
aistos supposedly first fell, close to Hephaistia, the second
town of the island (Parker 1994: 344-345); and Archaic
to Roman vestiges, interpreted as a sanctuary of Artemis,
have been excavated on the shore, a few kilometres to the
north of Myrina (Archontidou 2000: 32—-34; Beschi 2001:
218).

Since the Archaic period, both Lemnos and Cybele are
usually represented seated on a throne (Acheilara 2000:
11, fig. 10); while, the Anatolian Cybele is often repre-
sented carved on “rock facades” and occasionally related
to “step-altars” (Haspels 1971: 73—111) — she may also be
connected with entrances and boundaries, “liminal” areas
(Rein 1996: 234). The cult of Artemis is related to
headlands, coastal areas and offshore anchorages (Romero
Rocio 2000: 118; Fenet 2002, 339-340). She is a divinity
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of mariners, as well as of doorways, a guardian of ports
and itineraries (Romero Rocio 2000: 77-78), and is
associated with Hekate, who is then particularly connected
with crossroads, doorways, boundaries, transitional and
liminal places. Artemis has borrowed some of Hekate’s
epithets of liminality, such as “of the (cross)roads”, and
“watching the harbour”; harbours too being liminal points
(Johnston 1990: 21-28 and notes 10, 24). Rituals per-
formed in such places usually protect transitions, begin-
nings or departures.

Crossroads, carved flights of steps and combinations
of natural and artificial passageways are omnipresent on
the Kastro Peninsula. Such rock-cut installations have
similarities with the Late Bronze Age and Phoenician
remains particularly in relation to marine structures (Frost
2001: 197). On an area of rocks closer to the sea, flights
of steps that symmetrically ascend towards a flattened
space or ramp are attested by old photographs before the
destruction of the 1950’s. Further sinuous and often
invisible flights of steps lead eventually towards the abrupt
summit of another rock, strategically located (Marangou
2002b). The pattern of these structures is frequently
repeated — a rock with steps on both sides and steps or
ramps leading down to the water and up to the summit,
although many of these structures are not always visible
from the sea, such as those of the above mentioned abropt
rock. Thus, besides the hypothesis of maritime rituals, a
practical function can also be proposed when interpreting
these elevated places, for example for use in transit,
observation or the transmission of optical (fire or smoke)
signs (Frost 1999: 356-357), also relating to friendly or
otherwise, ships and the sea (Marangou 2002b). In fact,
ships sailing into the bay were vulnerable, being exposed
both to the natural dangers and to the power and good
will of the Lemnians, they would be entirely at the latters’
mercy, if wrecked or damaged.’

Special ships

The nautical connections of the Kastro Peninsula also
include a symbolic component: an oared ship, possibly of
(Late?) Bronze Age type, about 2.20 m long, has been
observed carved on a rock complex, close to the sea on
the same side of the peninsula (Marangou 2002c). It is
located where boats were repaired up until the beginning
of the 20th century, facing the area where ships moored
and dropped anchor in Piri Reis time; it is visible, even
conspicuous, from the inner harbour. Similar symbolic or
ritual activities are attested by a 3rd-century AD Lemnian
ritual involving a famous ship (Dumézil 1998): a theoris
(sacred ship) was sent every nine years (or every year) to
the island of Delos, in order to bring back new fire (Parker
1994: 345; Burkert 1998: 133). Purification ceremonies
took place and fires were extinguished, while the theoris
was away. According to the Lemnian Philostratos (c. 215
AD), supposedly well informed about local ritual practices
(Maclean et al 2001: xci), if the ship returned before a

period of nine days, she had to wait for the end of the
purifications and invocations of chthonian and ineffable
gods, before entering the harbour — the Kaveiri were away
during this period — and the fire had to be kept pure out
on the sea (Heroicus 53, 5-14; De Lannoy 1977; Burkert
1998: 137, note 8):

“Then [if too early] she [the ship] cannot come into
harbour anywhere on the island, and rides at anchor [in
the open sea] floating off the headlands till the time
becomes right to sail into the harbour...”. Then “the fire
is distributed to the houses as well as to the crafts using
fire” — in which were included the metal workers — “and
they say that a new life starts afterwards” (translated by
the author).

Conclusions

The sectors of the Kastro headland that have been briefly
considered in this paper showed strong maritime con-
nections. If life was naturally connected to the sea through
all periods in Lemnos and in particular on the Kastro, for
obvious reasons of closeness to the water and insularity,
the evidence presented here indicates various aspects of
these associations and sometimes change of functions
diachronically. In a preliminary interpretation, to be tested
in future research, such activities might have included:

*  Navigation: control of the approach of ships or boats
to the land and the entrance into a not-very-hospitable
harbour; possible military or piratical observation
posts; [Archaic to Hellenistic; end of the Bronze Age-
Iron Age not excluded]

*  Transit between sea and land: flights of steps and
ramps, between low levels, closer to the sea, and
higher levels of the occupied area on the rocks; such
an itinerary attains a “thoroughfare” located close to
the edge of the rocks and parallel to it, leading
towards other sectors of the site; [Archaic and later,
possibly also earlier]

*  Trade and industrial activities: metal ingot [Archaic]
and copper-based coins [Hellenistic?]; possibly metal-
working in one area [Archaic];

*  Cult: clay figurines, a number of which probably
represent female divinities of nature, attested in
Lemnos at least since the Archaic period, and the
Classical and Hellenistic periods (e.g. goddess Lem-
nos, Cybele, Artemis), included in which are god-
desses related to liminality [mostly Classical and
Hellenistic].

Metal-working was particularly related to male divinities
on the island since pre-Homeric and Archaic times, while
ships and navigation are not only represented in the
iconography (e.g. ship rock-carvings), but are also assoc-
iated with myths (Argonauts, the Achaeans and Phil-
octetes, King Euneos trading on the opposite coast,
piratical raids of Sintians and Tyrrhenians) [pre-Homeric]
and rituals (Kaveiroi, sacred ship bringing new light) [at
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least Classical-Hellenistic; 3d ¢. AD], some of which at
least, had likely origins in real and/or historical events.

These liminal spaces between sea and land, whether
used for observation, cult, communication, or trade, at the
same time or consecutively, attest to transition both in
real and symbolic terms. Continuation of research on the
Kastro will hopefully aid better understanding of the over-
all structure of the rock-cut elements which seem to present
a much more complex pattern that initially suspected.
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Notes

1 on lead and tin ingots off the coast of Israel see Pulak
1998: 191, 220.

2 see objections by Muhly 1998: 321 about Colchis gold.

3 “ashy” is also an epithet of Lemnos (Burkert 1998: 125,
note 46)

4 Bronze Age or ancient ships could also be forced to anchor
by submerged reefs, if at a safe distance from the shore
(Frost 1999: 368; 2002: 982-983).

5 Not only the strategic position of the Medieval castle on
a steep prominence surrounded by precipices made
impregnable (Piri Reis 1988: 233 and 240, map 52/b) and
it did not fear pirates, but already ancient Myrina resisted
the Athenians longer than Hephaistia (Marangou 2002a
and 2002b).
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