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Nothing should be off-limits in an objective reading of history, especially of ancient
Thrace: everything is debatable from the perspective of present-day realities of archaeological
research progress, as long as we keep in mind the strong interactive nature of Thraco-Hellenic
relations. English version of the essay is further down.

[Incmenara Tpaguuus U UICTOPULIATE OT XeKared U XepoaoT HacaM HHU IIpeJylaraT caMmo
¢bparMeHTH OT WUCTOpUYecKHs JTaOupuHT Ha JApeBHa Tpakus. ToBa € CcepHO3HO
[IPEeIM3BUKATEIICTBO KbM HayyHaTa OOEKTMBHOCT Ha CbBPEMEHHUTE apXxeoyio3d, a
U3KYIICHUATA 332 HEOOOCHOBAHU UHTEPIIPETALUMY B Ta3U 00JIACT HE Ca MAJIKO.

Ot npyra cTpaHa, apXeoJOTHYEeCKUTE MOCTUKEHUS B 00J1acTTa Ha TpakosiorusTa mpe3 20
Y HayaJIoTo Ha 21 Bek Ch3/1aBaT JOMBIHUTEIHN Bb3MOXKHOCTH 3a MOIIBJIBAHE HA penuua Oenu
IeTHa B Tpakuiickata ucrtopus. Ha Ta3u ocHOBa ce HpaBAT M0-3a1bJI0OYEHH aHAIM3M Ha
MHTEPAKTUBHUS XapaKTEp Ha TPAKO-CIIMHCKUTE OTHOILICHHUS B JPEBHOCTTA.

Paxxnane u paszBuTue Ha XUIore3ara

IIpes 1990 r. HOBHMHATa 3a CIIy4allHOTO OTKPHUBAHE Ha CTAPOTPBLKH enurpadcku
MMaMETHUK OT €JUH CeJsSHUH, Henmajede oT rpagoere CentemBpu u Berpen — obmact
[Tazapxuk, mpu pa3BaJIMHUTE HA pyUMcKaTa mbTHA craHius bona Mancuo (Bonomacus,
Acapxuka), Ipeu3BHKa HHTepeca Ha MHOTO apXeoJsio3u U ucrtopuiid. Criopesl UCTOPUIECKU
1 maneorpad)Cku KpUTEpHUH, [EHHUSAT MaMETHUK, KOWTO 3aHampen Ie Hapudame Hanmuca,
Oemre natupan Mexay 359 u 339 np.Xp'. Ilentpanen o6ext B Hero e [TucTupoc, 3amucaH B
Hcmopusima va Xeponot (7.109)2 kato nmoimmc. 900 ronuHU MO-KBCHO B JIEKCUKOHA EmHuxa
Credan BuzanTtuiicku oTO€INsI3Ba CHITOTO CEIUIIE, HO KATO EMITOPHOH.

HannucwsT Benmnara Oemie M3THIAKYBaH OT apxeojiora MeuucnaB Jlomapaacku, KaTo
JIOKa3aTescTBO, ue [luctupoc 6MII0 APEBHOTO UME HA apXEOJIOTHYECKUs 0OEKT B MECTHOCTTA
Aodorcuticka 600eHuya — Ha OKOJIO 3 KM I0’)KHO OT MSCTOTO Ha IIEHHATa HaXxO0/IKa, U 4e TOH uMaJl

1ﬂ,c’:lTMpOBKaTa € OT HaYa/IHMA Nepmoa Ha MaKeJOHCKATa AOMUHAUMA B TpaKkMA 1 3ane3a Ha O,CI,pMCKOTO
LLapCTBO. C'bﬂ,'bp)KaHllleTO Ha Hagnuca e MHANKATUBHO, Ye eIMHUCTUYHUAT Nepmoa UMa NoTeHLMan 3a
TpaHCCbOpMaLI,MOHHM, B N3BECTEH CMUCDHN He6!'IaI'OI'IpMFITHM COLMANHO-MKOHOMMNYECKKN NocneacTtemnA 3a
TpaKMl\;ICKOTO HaceneHne 1 ocobeHo 3a HerosaTa eTHMYECKa MOEHTUYHOCT.

2 Muctmpoc e 6amn30 Ao TpaKMItCKO Mope B XMHTepnaHAa Ha ocTpos Tacoc, NoKpai KOMTO mMuHana
nepcuinckata Boiicka Ha Kcepkc npes 480 r. np. Xp. no nbTA cM KbM ATWHA. XepodoT e onucan

TPaKMIUCKMA MaplpyT Ha HawecTBeHuuuTe — MapoHes, [ukes, Abaepa, esepata Mcmapuaa u
BuctoHmaa. MNpu Abaepa Te npeceknn Hectoc (MecTa) U NpoLb/KUAM NOKPAl BbTPELWHU rpagose,
eauH OT KouTo 6un Ha esepo ¢ obuKosKka 30 ctaama, 3apmbeHo 1 mHoro coneHo. “... To3u 2pad ce

Hapuy4a Mucmiopoc — UETA S€ TAUTAS TAC YWPAS (WV TAC NITEPWTLONG TTOALS TAPLE, TWV €V Utf] Aluvn
golioa TUyyavel woel tpLikovta otadiwv UdALotda kn v nepiodov, iySuwdng te kal kapta aApvpn- ...
Tij 6¢ moAL tautn olvoua éoti Miotupog”. (OT aHTUYHOCTTa Hacam rNacHUTE U, L U N NOHAKOra ce
rpeLaT B NpaBonMca 3aLloTo NocTeneHHo 3ano4eaT 4a ce NPOMU3HacAT eAHaKBO, KaTo 6barapcko ,n*).



CMECEHO TpaKo-eJIMHCKO HaceneHue. [lopanu ctpanHoTO My MecromnonoxeHue Ha 300 km
HaBBTPE B CyIlIaTa, OOCKTHT Oelie 00sBEH 3a MMbPBHs YHUKAJIEH EJIMHCKU ThPTOBCKH ,,TOPT B
1eHTHpa Ha bankaHckus HoIyocTpoB,

[lle 6bae uHTEpECHO Aa pazdepeM KakBU ca OWIM CKPUTHTE MOTHBU Ha TOBA CKOPOCTHO
00MOACTHYHO YMO3aK/IIOUeHHE. ApXeoJio3uTe Mmodbp3axa Ja 3acTpaxoBaT CypoBaTa CH OIIe
XUIIOTE3a CpPElLly €BEHTYyaJHM HayYHM KPUTUKM, JaHCUpAWKU ujaesTa, 4e ,,BerpeHckusr
[Muctupoc® 6w pedeH eMnopuoH Ha Mapwia, CBbp3aH ¢ HEOTKPUT 3acera HErOB ereicKu
JIBOMHUK.

[IpuObp3anaTa xumoresa JAOBEAEC A0 MOCIEABAIIM H3KYIIEHUS Ja c€ KOMIIEHCHpa
HEJOCTUI'bT HAa M3BOPOBa MH(OpPMAILMs C UCTOPUYECKH (DAKTH M apXeOJIOTUYECKU HaXOJKH,
KOUTO Ca HEChOTHOCHMMHM KbM OCHOBHATa HJied Ha XHWIIOTEe3aTa. TSAXHOTO TEHIEHLHMO3HO
MHTEPIPETUPAHE MMAIlE €HA NPEANOCTaBeHa LeJd — Jla Ce JIOKaXKe, Y€ TOBa € IPBLKOTO
npuctanumie I[luctupoc cbc cMeceHO Tpako-enuHcko Hacenenne. HAVM-BAH 6bp3o
acouuupa Haamuca ¢ Berpenckust 06ekT u My gane pabotHo ume ,,Emmnopuon Iluctupoc®,
KOETO C€ MpHUE ¢ MPUATHA U3HEHAIa OT IPhLKA CTpaHa.

Hamure apxeonosu ce Bb3M0A3Baxa OT 0YepTajaTa ce€ NaCUBHOCT HA I'bPUUTE Ja ThPCAT
aBTEeHTHYHHUA XeponoToB I[luctupoc m3rouno ot Kaama B obmumua Hectoc u neka-molneka
00eKT Aooicuticka 6odenuya 6ere ,,obpunuamu3upan’ karo oescropausaT Iluctupoc.

C wu3KiIrouYeHHEe Ha HAKOJIKOTO aM(pOpHHM IMedaTta, 3a KOWTO C€ TBBPAH, Y€ ca OT
apXeoJIOTUYECKUSI OOEKT, OCTAaHAJIUTE HAXOJKH HE JI0Ka3BaT KOHKPETHO Te3aTa 3a E€JIMHCKO
TBPIOBCKO CPEIULIE ChbC CMECEHO TPAKO-EIIMHCKO HACEIICHHUE.

Hsma matepuan ot morpedaiHu NpakTUKW, HAATPOOHTA ca WHIMIACHTHU, HIMA XpaM,
HsIMa HEKPOIIOJ, HO 3apaJii HAKOJIKO I'PBLKNA HMEHA, KOUTO MOKE J1a ca U TPAKUICKH, HAMBHO
ce TBBbPAM, Y€ HaceJIeHUeTo Omio cMeceHo. OTKkpuTaTa CHIIHO ()parMEeHTUpaHa U HaJlpackaHa ¢
rpaduTH aTHYECKa Tpare3Ha KepaMuKa € ynoTpeOsiBaHa MHTEH3MBHO B OMTa 1 He OM MoTJa Ja
VMa THPIrOBCKO NpeaHazHadeHue. 110 HUKaKbB HauMH HE ca JI0Ka3aHU U TBBPACHUATA, Y€ OT
o0eKTa e IpaBeH U3HOC Ha MeTaj U MeTaJIHM u3aenus 3a Enana.

Tpakuiickust o0ekT Ha Mapuna e ¢ okosio Bek no-crap ot Cesrononuc. Excrosunusta
My B CenTeMBpHUIICKHS apXeOJOTHYECKH MYy3€H ChIbpia CBHUJETENICTBA 3a HAJIUYME Ha
Tpakuiicka W €IMHCKa MaTepuanHa Kyiarypa. Jlumcara obaue Ha morpebajieH Mmarepuan
OTIpEe/IeNICHO JI0Ka3Ba, Y€ B 00EKTa U OKOJIHOCTUTE MYy HE € UMAaJIO TPailHO ¥ 3HAYUMO €JTMHCKO
€THUYECKO IIPUCHCTBUE.

Wznoxbarta e croHcopupaHa oT (oHnauusata Amepuka sa bwreapus u e usrpaneHa
ChIVIaCHO Xumnore3ata ,,Berpencku [luctupoc®. TpsOBa na ce nmoayeprae, ye pabOTEUIUAT O
CIIOHCOPCTBOTO MCTOpUK JleHBbp ['peMHUMHIKBD — AHUPEKTOp Ha AMEpPUKAHCKHUS HaydeH
ueHTbp B Codust npe3 nepuona 2010-2012r., onpenenu xumnoreszara Kato ,,KpaitHO criopHa™ -
extremely controversial®. Baxuo e chIo 1a ce 0TOeTexkH, e IpH ThPCEHETo Ha ,, [IMCTHPOCKH

3 Ypes onuta Aa ce BbBee MOAENDBT Ha ,BbTPELLHUTE” EMMNOPUOHU, KOIOHNANHOTO UMBUAN30BaHE Ha
BapBapuTe ce WHTepnpeTMpa KaTo MOBCEMECTHa e/MHCKa 6/1aroTBopHa MKOHOMMYEcKa audysua:
Enaga nscMmyKksana oOT TPaKMIMCKUA XMHTEPAaHA, HeAOCTUraLLMTE M CYPOBUHHU PECYPCU, LeHHM MeTanu
M pobu, a ycnopegHo C TOBa pellaBasa M nNpobsema cu CbC CTEHOXOPUATA YPe3 MacoB ,M3HOC” Ha
KOJIOHUCTU. TPBLKUAT MOLEN Ce NOBTAPSA OT PAHHOKAMMUTAUCTUYECKUTE MKOHOMMKM Npe3 18-19 Bek,
KOWUTO eKCMAoaTMpaT CBOUTE KOMIOHMM Ha NPUHLMMK, B CbLHOCTTa CU 6AN3KKU A0 eNINHCKMTE.

4 Documentary Contexts for the “Pistiros Inscription”, D. Graninger, Electrum Vol. 19 (2012) p. 99-110.
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€JINHCKU HEKPOIIOJI B OKOJIHOCTUTE Ha 00€KTa U MO-CIIEUAIHO IIPU TPAKUICKUTE MOTUIM Kpan
cenata  AKaHDKMEBO U MEHEHKbOBO, YEIIKM CHEUAJMCTH M3BBpLIMXA aHalIu3 Ha
reocratucTuyecku faHau no cucremara GIS-ESRI, Ho Hekpormoi He Gerie OTKPHT.

C eHO MM HAKOJIKO ChbMHUTEIIHU EIMHCKU HAATPoOus U 63 pa3KpUT HEKPOIIOI HE MOXKE
Ja ce 00ChKJa HAIMYUE HA CMECEHO TPaKO-eJIMHCKO HacesieHue. Jlumcara Ha Matepuan 3a
IPELU3HO H3CJe/BaHE Ha IOrpeOalHM NPAaKTUKU € OT Haif-ciabuTe Mecra B XUIOTe3aTa
,BerpeHcku [luctupoc*, Hapen ¢ MHOTO APYTH.

Hsma maTepuannu Jokas3aTeicTBa HAIIMAT OOEKT Ja € MMaJl pedyeH NPUCTAaH 3a Ja
JIOITyCHEM YCJIOBHO, Y€ TOBa € emnopuoH. KoiiTo He mo3HaBa no0Ope AeTalyinTe Ha HaIlus
TOPHOTPAKUICKH Mel3ax Kpail OyiiHaTa, HO yecTo Oe3BOJHA KpHBOJHuema Mapuua, TpsioBa
na uMa Ooraro BpOOpa’keHHE 3a Jla TBBPAMU Y€ cTaporpblku kopabu B I'opna Tpaxus ca
MPEHACSUIN EIMHCKA CTOKA Cpelry Obp30TO TEYEHHE M CE€ BPBINAIM HATOBAPEHH C METAI OT
Berpen, 3a Enana.

TBbpaeHuero, uye OOEKTHT € MMaj MPUCTAHUIIHU ChOPBHKEHUS € HauBHA IHap
OeneTpucTUKa, MOAXBbpiieHa Ha MacMmenuurte. [1o npuHIMN HUKON He OM M3rpajuil TakoBa
ChOPBIKEHUE B CPABHUTEIHO OCTBP M CTPBMEH pedeH 3aBoi. OT IpeBHOCTTA 10 IHEC BOJHATA
cTuxus Ha Mapuiia € OTHec/ia 3eMHH IUIacTOBE C JieOearHa OKOJIO CelAeM MeTpa OT Ior-
I0ro3anajHara cTpaHa Ha JIPEBHOTO CEJMILE — TaKaBa € cera pasjuKaTa MEXIy HUBaTa Ha
pekara u Ha o0eKkTa. AKO OT CTpaHaTa Ha pekara 00eKTHT BhOOIIE € nMal (HOPTUPHKAITMOHHO
WIH IPYTO ChOpBKeHHe, Mapuiia ro € pa3pyminia, modeania e rpaja ¢ HaBOJHEHHUsI, BEPOSTHO
U C MaJlapHusl.

HeocHoBatenHo ce TBbpIU CHIIO, Y€ IPEBHUST I'pajJ HMMajl KaHAIW3allus, TOKa3aTeaHa
3a BHCOKaTa OMTOBa KyJATypa Ha ,,CMECEHOTO HaceleHue. Taka HapeueHaTa KaHaJIu3alus e
BCBIIHOCT JPEHA)XHA CHCTEMa 3a OTBEXKIAHE HA HABOJHEHUATA OT peKaTra M BHCOKHUTE
TO/ITIOYBEHH BOIH.

CurypHo e, 4e pe3 JIpeBHOCTTa B TOPHOTO U TeueHne Mapuia e Ouiia no-mbJIHOBO/IHA,
MO/IX0JIs11a 3a paQTUHT, HO HE U 3a ThProBcKka HaBurauus. [lpyunHara e B 1eHUBenanusTa Ha
TepeHa, KOSATO B OTCeYKaTa MeXAy apxeosorndeckus oOekt u Ilazapmxuk e 35 wm.
Pa3pymnrennara cuna Ha BojlaTa B 30HaTa Ha JIpeBHUS rpajl € Ouiia 0coOEHO roysiMa, MperIBUT
rojsMaTa JAeHuBenaus ot neiau 155 M Ha 16 kM pascrosiHue Harope mo KOpUTOTO Ha peKara
10 MomuHa knucypa.

B naneunoro MuHano Mapuiia MocTeNeHHO € pyllana Mo-BUCOKUS CH JIsIB Opsr B paifoHa
Ha JpEBHHS TPAKMICKM Tpaj, eJHOBpeMEHHO 3abnaTsBaiiku necHus Opsar®. Taka pexara
M3MECTBa KOPUTOTO CH Ha CEBEP B OMacHa OJIM30CT /10 00EKTa U YHHUILOKABANKH IO YaCTUYHO,
3aBIMYA aPXEOTOTHUECKH MaTepHal HAJ0My 10 TEYeHHETO .

MosxeM J1a mpreMeM, ye MpH HAKAKBO MOPEAHO Oe/ICTBUE — HABOJAHEHHUE MU KEJITCKO
HamnajieHue, TPaKUTe ca U30CTAaBUIIU CBOSI IPEBEH IPajl U ca ce MPEMECTHIIN Ha JIeCHUS Opsr Ha
Mapuna, TaM KbIETO HsSKOra ca OWJIM CKpPOMHHTE OCTaHKH OT cenuiero Kepemurtnapa
(Kepamuanapa).

> HenocpeAcTBeHWTe OKOIHOCTM Ha 06eKTa ca BOAOAANHMN M OT TAX ce BoAoCHabansa Centemspu.

® MoanouBeHUAT CNOM B NO-rofAMaTa 4acT Ha CenTemBpu CbAbp)Ka PeUHM HAHOCK, NACBK M YaKbl,
[lOKa3Ball, Ye B MMHA/I0TO KOPUTOTO HAa Mapuua Tam e 610 Ha 1T OT AHELLIHOTO.

7 B mACbYHMTE Kapuepwu Kpai ceno bowynsa ca HammpaHW OT HaceseHWeTo ApebHu apTedakt oT
nepuoaa Ha ApeBHUA TPAKUICKK rpag,



CncTaBKarta napa € 4ecTo cpelllaHa B TpakMiickaTa TOIOHUMMSL, Hanpumep Tpanymnapa,
becanapa, bpentonapa, [lpy3sunapa, Ckantomapa. AHTUYHHTE aBTOpU OOMKHOBEHO Cca
MPUCTIOCOOSABATIM TPAKUICKaTa TOMOHUMHS KbM CBOSITA €3MKOBA HOPMA U Taka YaCTUYHO Ca s
,»CJIIMHU3UpaIN, 3ana3Bailku Tpakuiickute 1 kopeHu. Haumenosanuero Kepemurnapa e Tpako-
€JIMHCKA CMECHIIA, O3HaYaBallla CEJUILE, CBbP3aHO C IIPOU3BOJCTBO HA KEpaMHKaA - INIMHEHU
ChJI0BE, THPIOBCKA Tapa, KEPEMUAHU, TEPAKOTa, Tyxyu. HambiHo € Bb3MOXKHO TOBa J1a € OUIo
JEUCTBUTETHOTO UME Ha APEBHUSI TPAKMICKU Ipajl.

Cnen 27 roquau paboTa Ha TO3M 0OEKT M3HUKBAT IOBEYE MPOOIEMHU, OTKOJIKOTO HAYYHO
00OCHOBAHH 3aKJIFOYEHUS], HO TPU Ca OCHOBHHU:

- Acomuupanero Ha Iluctupockus Hamnuc or bona Mancuo ¢ BeTpeHCKHs 00OEKT
Aoorcuticka 6o0eHuya TOpaxaa CEPUO3HU BBIPOCUTEIIHM W Ha TO3M €Talm OT
Mpoy4YBaHUATA TO Wu3MIekna  norpemHo. be3 Iluctupockus Hagmuc, 1suiata
KOHCTPYKILIMSI Ha Xumore3ata ,Berpencku [luctupoc® ce oka3Ba HeChCTOATEIHA.
W3nu3a, ye Ha TO3U TepEeH rPaMOTHUTE ,,BETPEHCKH * €JIMHH HE Ca OCTABUIIU HUTO €IUH
CTOMHOCTEH enurpadcku MaMeTHHK;

- Kpaiino Bpeme ¢ TepeHHaTa paboTa J1a 0OXBaHE IMO-IIMPOK MEPUMETHD, ThU KaTO
3HAYMTEINIHA YacT OT 00CKTa ocTaBa HeoOpaboTeHa. TaMm eaTuHUTE OMIIM TTUCAIH CaMO
BbPXY HETpallHM MaTepuald W JApackanu rpadutu 0e3 ocobeHa HcTopUuecKa U
XYyJ0KECTBEHA CTOMHOCT. HsIManu rpbIiKy TUIT OJITAp, HUTO XpaM, HUTO HEKPOTIOJ IIPe3
uMaruHepHoTo 200-roJUITHO MHUPHO CHBMECTHO CHKHUTEICTBO C  HEMOKOPHUTE
HE3aBUCHUMH TPaKH — OecuTe. JIOTHIHUSAT U3BO/I € Y€ aKO TYK BHOOIIIE ca )KUBEITH SIIMHI
B JIPEBHU BpEMEHa, T€ ca OWJIM MaJIOOPOMHU U HE ca YCeIHAH;

- OTKpUTHAT HyMU3MAaTUYEH MACUB OT €JIMHUCTUYHUS MEPUOJI OTIPEACIICHO HaBeXk/1a Ha
MUCBJITA, Y€ TOBA € TPE30p Ha TPAKUKWCKH apUCTOKpAT, a HE 0OOPOTHU CPEJICTBA OT
BbOOpakaeMus pa3max Ha ,,BbHIIIHATAa“ ThProBUsl Ha ,,emrnoproHa’. Ta3u oTnaneueHa,
Oe3WMEHHa 3acera KpemocT He € Ouja MPUCTAHUIIE, a MPEeId BCHUYKO 3aIIUTHO
ChOPBKEHHUE U CEITUILE ChC COOCTBEH CTOMAHCKH KUBOT, 3a00MKOJIEHO OT OyitHa peka,
MOUYpHIIA U I'bCTa FOpa — BEPOATHA PE3UJICHIMUS Ha 3aJI13Balll TPAKUIICKU BIIAAETEI.
3a TOoBa MOJCKa3Ba 1 MOHYMEHTAJIHATa TpaKuiicka rpoOHuUIa 01130 10 00EKTa.

Pa3nu4HUAT Hay4deH mMOaX0x

[ToBeueTo wu3cienoBaTENM Ha TPBIKATE CPEAU3EMHOMOPCKH EMIIOPHOHHM IIO3HABAT
xunoresara ,,Berpencku Iluctupoc” kaOMHETHO M pa3yuTaT Ha HayyHaTa OOEKTHMBHOCT Ha
cb3garenute u. He ca Manko obaue pesepBUpaHUTE YUEHH, YUHTO CIIUCHK MOKE J]a 3alI0YHE C
nokoitanTe mpodecopn Anekcarnsp Do u Maprapura Tauera®, mpodecop INoua Ieknase ot

8 Tauesa aHanm3mpa Hagnuca 8 Tpyaa cu ,Llapete Ha apesHa Tpakua“ (cTp. 168-82) n noayepTasa, ye
... MMucmupoc u nucmupeHyume ce cnomeHasam omoenHO om emrnopuume u emropumume, a
paznopedeHOMO 30 MAX He MomMebvpPHOA8a cMaApPomMo cmaHosuwe, Ye llucmupoc e 6uUsa emnopuoH...
Cnopep, TaueBa, 00K0/sIKOMO Aunceam Opyau apxeosno2udyecku 0oKazamescmea, paskpumomo npu
BempeH cenuuwje moxce 0a ce udeHmuguyupa ¢ HamepeHUA Kpali He2o Hadnuc, m.e. NoO-NPAgUsIHo e
moli da ce Hapuuya ,,Hadnucem 3a lMucmupoc”. Heobxogumo e Aa ce HanpaBsaT NoOHEe TPWU YTOYHEHMUs
KbM TO3M aHanu3: 1) HagnucbT e HamepeH He npocto 6amM30 A0 BeTpeHcKkua obeKT, a Ha apyr
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konexka Linacre B Okchopa U 1a 3aBbpIId C peuila ChbBPEMEHHH aBTOpH 1O Temara. OT
KOJIETHAJTHOCT, T€ HE Cca OCOOCHO TJIACOBUTH WJIM HAINpPaBO S MOJMHHABAT, MAapKUPaWKU
apXeoJIOTUYCCKUSI OOEKT KaTo ,,Taka HapeueHusT [luctupoc™.

IIpe3 2013 r. mpodecop enuc JlemeTpuy OT IIATCKUS YHMBEPCHTET B Mwuduran
nyonuKyBa cBosi HaydeH Tpya Negotiating Identity in the Ancient Mediterranean, uznanue Ha
KeitmOopumx FOuuBbpeutu Ilpec. B Hero uma msta riaBa 3a Hannuca, Ho caMo B KOHTEKCTa
Ha olle HeoTkputHs erericku Iluctupoc, cnomenar ot Xeponor. Jlemerpuy e nmpuioxuia
KapTa KbM TPYZa CH C BCUYKU U3BECTHU IPBLIKH €eMIIOPHOHU 0 CPEU3EMHOMOPCKUTE Operose,
kbaeTo [luctupoc e MapkupaH ¢ BBIIPOCUTEIHA Ha TPAKUICKOTO KpaOpexue cpelly ocTpoB
Tacoc.

Mmuoro OGanancupana B nperieHkuTe cu € aA-p [xeraudsp E. JKOHCTBH OT Koyexka
»KeaubH B mara Oxaito — CAILl. Ilpe3 mapt 1999 r. Ha cumnosuyma ,,Yunsim Maxkana® 14
HampaBU U3JOKeHUe Ha TeMa [lucmupoc: emnopuon mna Cesepna Ecesi, B KOETO 3asiBU
CJIEIHOTO:

Mooicem 0a dokymenmupame mvpeo8cKU uHmepecu 6v6 sbmpewnocmma [Ha Tpakus]
om cmpana na Maponus u Tacoc u 0opu da ycmanosum HaKaxkeéa Koaronusayusi om Tacoc Ha
8bMpewnU celuwa, Ho HAMa opyea uHouxkayus, oceéeH mo3u Haonuc [3a Iluctupoc], ue
unmepecume na Tacoc mozam da ce pasnpocmpansm moikoea oaiede Ha cegep.’

BbB Bpb3Ka ¢ Hamara Tpakuiicka uznoxk6a B MockBa, npe3 mapt 2014 r. pyckusT
tpakosjor gou. 1-p Cepreit Kpukun ot MockoBckus Ilegarorudecku VYHUBEpPCUTET,
Bp3nuTaHuk Ha CVY ,,CBetu Knument Oxpuicku”, naje MHTEPBIO 3a caiita Ha BapHeHckus
apxeonorudyecku My3ei. Ha Berpoc 3a ITuctupoc, Kpukun otrosaps ¢ Bpocu:

Eoun cmapoepvyxu emnopuii cped mpaxutickume 3emu? W npu moea, ue cpadue c
maxkoea Haseauue e uU38ecmuo owe Ha Xepooom, HO Oaned om Mmoa MsACMO, cpeusy 0Cmpos
Tacoc. Iloumu 25 200unu paznuunu exunu om Eponetickus cvo3 konaxa yenHomo epaouuye,
no-eonsimo om Cesmononuc, npeononrazam u om Kabune, 6e3 0a nodozupam, ue e mo2na oa
0voe yapckama cmoauya Ha Komuc Ilvpsu? ...myx cneyuanucmume pabomsm noumu
3amME0peHo... U HA YMA UOBA 20PUUBOMO OCHLIHABANHE HA €OHA CEPUO3HA HAYYHA 2peulKd, 0opu
npunuuawa Ha @anuuguxkayus. Takasa cenzayus He npasu vecm Ha Ovreapckama
apxeonozusi, npu moea, de peouya yuenu ¢ CAILl u EC ca npomuse me3zama 3a mpakuticKus
Iucmupoc ¢ bvaeapus.

apxeonornyeckn obekT - boHa MaHcuo; 2) Mexay Te3n ABa 0beKTa AMMCBAT AOKasaTesIcTBa 3a
CBbP3aHOCT MO OTHOLIEHWE Ha WM3NO0JI3BaHMA CTpouTeneH KambK; 3) OT gpyra cTpaHa, mexay
BeTpeHcKMA 06eKT u XepoaoToBus TpaKMIUCKKM MucTupoc Ha Eres cblio HAMa AOKa3aHa MCTopUYecKa
BPb3Ka, HO Te3W [Be Cenuwa NoABerKAallo HU ce MPeACcTaBAT 3a e4HOMMEHHWU W Clef0BaTeiHO
CBbP3aHMW.

9 ,We can document commercial interests in the interior for both Maroneia and Thasos and even
identify some colonization of interior sites by Thasos, but there is no indication other than this
inscription that Thasian interests might have extended this far north”.



Xumore3ara Karo OnuT 32 NMPOOHUB B HUCTOPHUSATA

Xwunoresara ,,Berpencku [luctupoc’ nma ambunusara na 6b1e Bb3NpUETa 3a MPoOUB B
ucropuyeckara Hayka. llle Ob1e o6aue OTKpoBEHA IIYNOCT Jja HAKMYUM JIPEBHUS TPaAKUNHCKU
rpajg Ha 00eKT Adoicuticka 8o0eHuya ¢ ICTOPHUECKH HEBIPHO UME U (PAIIIITNB €THOTCHE3HC.

3a paZoCT Ha TpaMOTHATa CENTEMBPUNCKA OOIIECTBEHOCT, B Hay4HATa CH CTAaTHUS MO
3arnaBue Emnopuon Ilucmupoc u necosume okonnocmu. Cwv8pemMeHHO CbCMOsSHUE HA
npoyueanusma, PHKOBOIUTENAT Ha oOekta pgou. a-p Anekcedr ['onme or HAMM-BAH
MULIE: . .. Mamepuaiume He no360Js16am 0a ce npueme, ye [00EKTHT| e npeycnasauy epvbyxu
eMnopuoH, ¢ epvyko Hacenenue 8 Heeo. Ilpe3 aBryct 2014 r. mou. ['oueB ce cbriacu npej
arenuus ,,dokyc*, ye T.Hap. [luctupoc gce nax e 6oecamo mpakuticko cenuwe, a He 2pbYKO.

Ha Hsxou enMHOLEHTpUCTH oOaue MM JomajHa TBBpAEHHETO Ha JloMapaicku u
OpArapckuTe My KOJETH 3a JpPEBHHTE IBJIOOKM KOPEHH Ha eIMHM3Ma B KpaifHara
ceBepo3anagHa yacT Ha ['opna Tpakusa. 3aroBa Obp30 moakpenuxa ,,IPEMECTBAHETO™ Ha
JpeBHATA Pa3MHUTA ETHHYECKA TPaHHUIA MEXTy TPaky U euHH ¢ nemu 300 kv Ha cepep.?

3a menTa egHa rpblKka GoHIAIMS JOPH Pa3IIMPU CTApOrphIlKaTa CEMAaHTHKA HA AymaTa
ENTOPLOV, OT KOSTO ca JATHHCKUTE MPOM3BOAHU MOPT, UMIIOPT, €KCIOpT. ,,HoBaTa® npeBHa
CEMaHTHKa Ha eMIIOPHOHA C€ OMUTBA JIa HU BHYMIH, e npe3 V — IV mp.Xp. To3u nopt Tpsi6Ba
Jla ce Bb3MpreMa KaTo ThProBCKa CTaHIIUS HaBCSIKBAE, HE cCaMO Kpail MOPETO, HO U ABJIOOKO B
3€eMUTE Ha ,,BapBapuTE".

B npeBHOCTTa nymMaTa mOPOG € O3HAYaBajla MOPCKH BT, TJIAaBaHE HA KOpad B OTKPHTO
Mope, He kaboTax. EMIop 3a mbpBU BT ce M3MOJI3BA KATO THPrOBCKU TePMHUH B OMUPOBHUS
er10c B CMUCHIT Ha ThpryBail Mopcku mbTHHUK.'! Toii mpeBo3Ba Ha Kopaba cBOS CTOKA, 3aKyNeHa
OT IPOU3BOJIUTENS, C 1Iell J1a s IPOoJiaJie OTBB/ MOPETO, B UyXk/1a CTpaHa.

[ToBeueTo rpbLUKH apxeoyio3d CIa3BaT YroBOpKara 3a ,HOBaTa“ CeMaHTUKa Ha
emnopuona. lHaue Te ...cmagam npo80OHUK HA HENpasuIHu MUCIU U U3800U MOdice OU om
ocmapenu eeve npoyueanus. >

Hamu apxeosno3u ornaBHa ce 3arjiexxiar B MUCTUPOCKATAa MOJAa Ha CBOUTE BETPEHCKHU
KOJIETH C HEWHHUTE OCHOBHHU aKIEHTH — TOBA Ca IPBLKU €MIIOPHUOHU ChC CMECEHO TpPaKo-
€JIIMHCKO HacelleHue BbB BbTpeurHocTTa Ha ['opHa Tpakus u CeBepHa Makenonus. 3acera y
Hac ce oOopMAT HSKOJKO KaHAWJAT-NIUCTUpOCcYeTa, HO € no0pe, ye nmoHe CeBTONoNMC He
burypupa cpen TiX.

Ot ocemaecer roaunu IME cnoHcopupa u3cienBaHusi 3a pa3lpOCTPAHEHUETO Ha
eJIMHU3Ma U3BBH IpenenuTe Ha qHemHa ['spuns. Hanpumep 14 paboreme ¢ HAMUM-BAH 3a
Ipoy4yBaHe Ha apxeosornyeckus oOekT mpu Xanka byHap B 3emuniiero Ha ceno I'opHo
beneBo, obmact Crapa 3aropa. Ome B HadasioTo Ha paskonkute, oT IME enHo3nauno ce
n3Ka3axa, 4e ToBa TpsAOBa Jla € TPBIKU €MIIOPUOH, MOYHO KAKmo u cvceonusm [lucmupoc
(axpifa¢ orws kar 1 yertovikn Iliotopog).

10 OTKaKTO apxeosioruaTa ce ohopmsaA KaTo akageMmnyHa AUCLUUNAMHA npe3 19-Tn BeK, MoxKe 6u
HEWHUAT Hali-yCTOMYMB UHTEPEC € HAaCOYEH KbM ETHMYECKaTa NPUHAANEKHOCT — efHa OT GopmuTe Ha
WAEHTUYHOCTTA, C Le/1 yCTaHOBSIBaHe Ha eTHOCKMTE B MMHAOTO.

1 0duces, B.318-320.

12EnekTpoHHa eHumknonegua Ha doHaauma ,Mpbukn ceat” IME (1I86pupa Meilovog EAAnviopoU):
... TIMPQUTTEUTTOUV OE MOPAKLVOUVEUUEVEC OKEWELG KAL CUUTTEPAOUATA (OWG EEMEPAOUEVWV TULA UEAETWV.



Ilenra onpaBnaBa cpelcTBaTa, KEIaHOTO ce MpHeMa 3a JIEHCTBUTEIHOCT U HU OCTaBa
camo J1a ce ocbh3HaeM, ye npenu 2500 roguHu TpakuTe y Hac Bede ca OMIIM TOJIOBUH I'bPITH.

Kato aprymenT 3a Ta3u QUKIHs, HIKOU HCTOPUIIE IIUTUPAT ApuaH’s, ciope KOHTo 1pe3
335 r. np.Xp. BbOPBKEHU E€IMHCKUA EMIIOPU — I'BTYBAIIM THPrOBIH, CE Cpa)kaBaJld B ChIO3 C
TPAKUTE CpEIly MaKEJOHUTE HAKBJE B XEMYC IO BpeMe Ha KammnaHusta Ha Anexcaniasp II1
cpemy TpubamuTe.

AKo creaiBame TeKcTa Ha ApHaH, MaKeJIOHUTE TPBhIHAIU OT ApeBHUS AMumnonuc 61130
no nentata Ha CtpumoH (Ctpyma), npeceksin peka Hecroc (Mecta), MuHaIM U3TOYHO (BIISIBO)
ot ®ununu u Opobenoc (CraBsHKa) U CTUTHAIW 0 XeMyc oOIIo 3a jaeceT AHU. MapuipyThT
BCE OLLIE € CIIOPEH.

ApuaH He TIOCOYBa YMCIIEHOCTTAa HA BbOPBKEHUTE IIBTYBAILlM EMIIOPH, ONPEAEISHU OT
npod. MuxaitnoB B Tpaxume, (ciopen OMHUpPOBH TEKCTOBE), KAaTO IOJY-ThPrOBILH, MOJY-
pa3boitannu. Criopen ceramrHUTe Opakyiu obade, HHE CME JUTHKHU Ja MPUEMEM, 4e Te
J0Ka3BaT Haau4Me Ha cMeceHo HaceneHue B ['opHa Tpakus. B nelcTBUTENHOCT € TOYHO
00paTHOTO: ApuaH € pUMCKU UCTOPHUK, HO € TPhK U MHOTO TOYHO U3II0JI3Ba IymMaTa EUnOpPog B
MajeX U MH. 4. — IbTYBAI ThProBell, a He EUTOPITNG — )KUTET B EMIIOPHOH.

HanbiiHo ectecTBeHO € mpe3 XeMyc Ja ca MHUHABalld KEPBAHU OT €IMHCKH THPIOBIIH.
ManunynupaHeTo Ha TpeBOAa OT CTApOrPBLUKH 4Ype3 MOAMSHA Ha Aymara ,.eMnop® ¢
»EMIIOPUT®, (...TWV Te éumépwv moAdoi wrAiouévol...) OUEBUIHO UMa 3a 1eN Ja apryMeHTHpa
HSIKaKBa MHOTO HaIlpe/iHajia KoJloHu3alus uMeHHo B ['opHa Tpakus npeau 2500 roguuu.

Upes BETPEHCKOTO ,,0TKPUTHE™ HHE TpAOBale a MIpoyMeeM, Y€ eIIMHCKUTE EMIIOPH Beue
ca CTaHaJIM €MIIOPUTH, T.€. yCEIHAJIN ca OT BEKOBE BbB ,,BBTPEIIHU eMIIOPUOHM B ['OpHa
Tpakusa. Tam, B Mouypumara o Mapuna, Te ITOpH c€ 3aHUMABAIA CbC CKOTOBBJCTBO H
3eMefenue, ciej Kato, cnopex Haamuca, ca umanu 3ems 1 nacuiia.'* BesmmHoCT ce 10kasBa
TOYHO 00paTHOTO — Y€ ChAbpKaHHETO Ha Haanuca He ce oTHacs 3a BETPEHCKHs 00EKT, a 3a
HSKOU JAPYT TPAKUICKU OOEKT, C MOAXOASIIN OKOJHOCTH 32 3€MEJIENINE U CKOTOBBICTBO.

Cnenpamara crblka Ha GonaauusaTa [ pvyku cesam Oelle 1a yCTAHOBST, Y€ MO ChIIUA
HAaYMH ca J>XMBEEIM JPEBHUTE €JIMHM HaBbTpPE B 3eMHUTe Ha ckuture. Hampumep ot
YEpPHOMOPCKHUS €MIIOPUOH Ha ocTpoB bepesaHn, ceBepozanagHo ot Kpum, te ce mpecenunu
HaBBTPE B CTEMUTE NIPU JHEUIHOTO YKpauHCKO ceno Hemuposckoe.

Crana obuuaiiHO MOJ BCEKH ()parMeHT OT IpbIKa KEpaMUKa Ja c€ ThPCAT KOCTH Ha
HSKOU enuHcku PoOuH30H. J[pyr BBIPOC € KOJIKO YeCTO I'M HaMupaT, Makap ue MO IPUHLIHUIT
HUKOM HE OCIIOpBa MYJITHETHUUECKUSI XapaKTep Ha TPBLKUTE CPETU3EMHOMOPCKH €MIIOPHOHH.
OOBbpKBaHETO HACTBIM, 3aAIIOTO B JHEUIHUTE YCJIOBHUS C€ OKa3Ba MHOIO JIECHO Ja ce
,,JJOKa3BaT" eMIIOPHOHU IBIO0KO B 3€MUTE HA ,,BapBapuTe".

[MuBunu3zanusTa Maii ce 3aIjieTe B ETHUYECKH BUICHUS.

13 dAaBIog Applavoc - Adséavbpou AvaBaon (KamnaHuama Ha AnekcaHObp). ABTOPBT U3PUYHO €
3anucan B8 KHura nbpea [1], ye npu M3KauBaHETO Ha XemMyc, MaKeLoHUTE Ce CPpaykaBasin C aBTOHOMHM
TPaKM 1 eMMNOpPMU, T.e. MbTYBALLM €/IMHCKM TbProBLUM, @ HE eMMOPUTU — KUTENU B EMMNOPUOH: ...KATA TA
OTEVA Tij¢ AVOS0U TFi¢ €Ml TO 6p0¢ TWV Te EUMOpwv moAdol wrtAtouévol kal ol Opdkeg ol aUTOVOUOL...
14 OKoNHOCTTa Ha TPaKUICKMA 0BEKT 40 Ha4YaNoToO Ha MMUHANUA BeK e 6una ropucta u 3abnateHa,
HenoaxoAAwa 3a CKOTOBBACTBO U 3emezesnive. XBbpKoBaTaTa YeTa Ha beHKOBCKM ce e 3abnayguna B
Tasu nycTow npes ANpuacKoTo BbCTaHWe, Ha NbT OT besloBo 3a BeTpeH. biaTtaTa 6sxa npecyweHn Yak
B CpeAaTa Ha MMHANUA BEK.



Kononuszanus, uuBHIM3anus, e THHA3ALMUSA

Hcrtopuara Ha CBETOBHATa LWBWIM3ALUSA, OCOOEHO Ha bankaHCKHs IOIyOCTpOB,
OOMKHOBEHO € CBHIIPOBOJICHA OT MPOIIECH Ha JyXOBHA M €THHWYecKa acummuianus. [Toutu 3an
BCAKO IMBUJIM3AaTOPCKO HAYMHAHHUE CE€ KPUAT HMKOHOMHUYECKH, ETHUUECKH M HMIIEPCKHU
untepecu. [Ipe3 18-19 Bek, HO HE U MO-KBCHO, 3aMaIHOEBPOINEicKaTa ucTopuorpadus € MbJIHa
C peBEpaHCH KbM JIPEBHOIPBLKATa KOJOHUAIHA LIUBUWIA3ALMS, THPCEUKH MOpAJIHA OIIOpa 3a
KOJIOHM3aTOpCKaTa IMOJIMTUKA Ha CBOUTE AbPKaBU U UMIIEPUH, OTPAOMIIN LIEIHsI CBAT.

bankanure M JHEC ocTaBaT BEYHO KIIOKOYEIl OT €THHYECKH Ipobiemu kazaH. [Ipes
XWIALO0JETUATa, Ta3W TONWIHSA Ha CTOTHLHM IUIEMEHAa, €THUYECKU TPy, HapoAW M Ha
MUJIMOHHA UMHUTPALMsl OT BCUUKH ITIOCOKH, HE yCIIsIBa J1a IPOU3BEJE XOMOICHHA CILJIaB.

B npeBHM BpeMeHa, B LIEHTbpa Ha MOJYOCTPOBA €IMHUTE ca OMIIM Karka B HEOOSTHOTO
,»MOpE‘“ OT TPaKMIICKHU TUIEMEHA. 3aliso € Bcuuko oT Mopasa u Bapnap no Uepno mope, ot
IOxnute Kapnatu no Tecanus, BxmrountenHo M3rouna Makenonus, CeBepo3ananna Mana
A3Ms 1 MHOXKECTBO €relicKH oCcTpoBU. OLENIBAHETO HA EJIMHCKUSA €THOC CPEJl MHOTOJIFOJTHOTO
,»BapBapCcKO* HacejleHWEe Ha balkaHuTe € 3aBHCEI0 HE TOJKOBA OT OPBXKHETO, KOJKOTO OT
IPaMOTHOCTTA M yXOBHOTO MY MpHOOIaBaHe™.

B MHOro cily4ay MHTEpAaKTHMBHATa 3aBUCUMOCT MEXIy TPaKd U €JIMHHU B JPEBHOCTTA €
paBHOIIOCTaBEHa, OCOOEHO B JYyXOBHAaTa, CTONAHCKaTa W BoeHHaTa cdepa. OCHOBHOTO
CTPATETUYECKO IPEUMYILIECTBO Ha I'bPLUTE € TSAXHATa IMHCMEHOCT, YCKOpHWJA Ipoleca Ha
ENMHU3aLKs] HAa TPAKUTE IIPe3 I'bPBOTO XMJIIAAO0JEeTHE Mp.Xp. MO MOHTUHCKOTO U €reicKOTO
Kpaitbpexue u okoio [Ipormontuaa. OOmECTBEHO-TTOIMTHYECKATa U30CTAHAIOCT HA JIPEBHUTE
Tpaku, Hape] ¢ Oe3MUCMeHaTa UM KyJITypa € TAXHa aXxujiecoBa IeTa U OCHOBHA NPUYMHA TPE3
BEKOBETE IIOCTENIEHHO J]a U34€3HAT KaTo €THOC.

Benpeku 3HaunTenHus cu eMorpa)Ckd HATUCK BBPXY EIMHUTE, JPEBHUTE TPakKH,
pa3sKbCBaHM OT IUIEMEHHHM BPAXAU U MEXKIYOCOOHUIIM, C€ OKa3BaT OCHOBEH HM3TOYHHMK Ha
BOMHMIIM U pOOU 32 UMITEPUUTE HA I'bPIU, MAKEJOHU U pUMJIISTHU. Koraro euH ,,IuB TpaKUHCKU
BAPBAPUH" HAy4YM HIKOJIKO IPBLKHU JIyMH, TOM Bede C€ CMATA 3a LIMBUJIM30BaH €JIMH, 3al104Ba
Ja Apacka rpaguTH O XpaMOBETE U IO TPHHIIUTE U BKapBa B 3a0ily/la apXe0JI03UTe€ OTHOCHO
€THUYECKaTa CH MPUHAJIEKHOCT, 0COOEHO MpH JIUICA Ha JOCTAThUHO MaTepuall 3a U3CJIeIBaHE
Ha Norpe0aHy MPaKTHKU.

Ot 3000 roguHM HacaM MPOLECHT HA €IMHU3ALMUSA 00XBalla COJMMAHA Maca OT TpPaKH,
WIMPH, MaKeJOHH, MO-KbCHO CJIaBSIHU, OBJArapu, BiacH, ajOaHIM M Lsjda BbPBOJMIA OT
NpUKIAIIM Ha balkaHuTe rieMeHa ¥ MUTPaHTH, KaKBUTO HAKOTa ca OWUJIM CaMHUTE EIMHCKU
IieMeHa. EnuHuzanusaTa JecHO ce MpociefsBa INpU TPAKUHCKHUS apUCTOKPATUYEH EJINT,
HarpuMep B CeMeMCTBOTO Ha Tpakuickuss onpuckn nap Korue Crapu. Toi 3amousa
LIapyBaHETO CH KaTO rpa’kJaHNH Ha ATHUHA U I'0 3aBbpIIBa C aTUHCKU HOXK B I'bPJAUTE.

Ereiickusit emnopuoHn Ilucrupoc
3acera ce mpepanoiara, 4e Ilucrupoc Moxe 1a € IMETO Ha YKPENEHO E€retCKO APEBHO
CeJINLIE, CIy4aliHO OTKpUTO Ha 18 kM u3TouHO oT KaBana npu npokonaBaHe Ha HallOUTEIEH

> Npo¢. Feoprn Muxaiinos, Tpakume, cTp. 77: ... 2pbUKUME KOAOHUU TocmeneHHo obKu4eam
bpezoseme Ha CpeduzemHo, Ezelicko u YepHo mope, HaKAAKAAU Kamo xabu Kpali 61amo, KaKmo
Ka3ea eOuH OpeseH nucamenn.



kaHay. Hamupa ce mexnay kapakadanckoro ceno IlommomuBamo (IlovtoAifado) wu cemo
[lerponuru (Iletponnyn) — moaXoaA1] TEPEH 3a pa3BUTHE HA CKOTOBBJCTBO U 3€MEJIEINIHE.

[Ipe3 70-Te ToaMHM HAa MHUHAIHMS BEK TaM T'bpLUUTE MONAJaT Ha M300MIIHA aTU4yecKa
KepaMHKa C J00pO THPrOBCKO KadecTBO, KaKTO M Ha Oorata HyMU3MaTHYHA HaXoJKa OT
Tacocku W Heanoicku (oT Kaama) cpeObpHM MoHeTH. Te ¢ ocHOBaHWE AOMycCKar, 4e ca
OTKPWJIM CTaHIMS HAa TACOCKH ThPIOBLH.

ITon ppkoBoACTBOTO Ha apxeosora Edcerparnoc [Tanagonysoc, npodecop ot CoayHckus
YHHUBEPCHUTET, KOITO € Oni u Ha BerpeHckus 00eKT, HarmocleAbK I'bpPUUTE pa3KoIaBaT caMo
IpajJickuTe CTeHU Ha pyuHute npu IloHnonuBano, nmopaau Jurca Ha cpelicTBa Ja 0OXBaHAT
LIEJIHS] TEPEH.

Manko cnen o0sBsiBaHETO Ha ,,BeTpeHckus [Iuctupoc, B KaBana pemnxa, ye HaImMaio
JOCTAaThUHO J0KA3aTeJICTBA TEXHUT 00eKT pu [IoH1011MBa10 1a € HAa aBTEHTUYHUS TPAaKUNHCKU
[Muctupoc. ToBa Oemie cBoeoOpa3Ha rapaHiusl KbM HamuTe (ajamvBU ,,IMCTHPEHH , Ye
MCTHHATA 3a TOBA CeNuLIe 11e Obje norpedaHa Mex Ay CTpaHULIUTE Ha XepojoToBara Mcmopus
WIM [IOJ HAKOS Ipblika MarucTpana. Hue obaue nmpoabinkaBaMe a ce HaJsBaMe, ue 3a 4ecTTa
Ha HCTOpHYECKaTa HayKa, €IUH JEH TO3M EeMIIOPHOH lie ObJe OTKpUT, MOXe Ou mpu
INonponuBano uimu npu Hea KapBanu, mnm HsAKbAE Apyraje B JHEIIHATa I'pblKa OOIIMHA

Hecroc ¢ nentsp Xpucynonu (Capsmaban) — Ha 14 kv ceepHO ot KepamoTu?®,

IIpoGsemuTe 0Kk0J10 enurpadckusi NaMeTHUK

HeoO6xomuMo e mombiaHHMTENHO HpoyuBaHe Ha Haammca. MHOTO CbMHEHHS TOPOAX
CIIy4aiilHOTO My HaMHpaHe B €JHa HUBa Kpail puMckus bT Bua Jluaronanuc 651130 10 pyuHUTE
Ha mbTHaTa craHuus bona Mancno. To3u o0ekT € mpoydyBaH B MMHAJIOTO, Makap He
JOCTaThbYHO CUCTEMATUYHO U JBJITH TOJIMHU € NTOAJIaraH Ha UMAaHIPCKU pon3BoJl. CTpaHHOTO
e, ue 3a 120 ronquH", OTKaKTO ca U3BECTHU T€3M CTApUHU, HUKOW He 3a0ems3al BHYIIUTEIHUS
IpeBeH KaMbK Ha bona MaHcno, KOWTO TOpH e MOKa3BaJl Ha IOBBPXHOCTTA.

He e nokazano npeanosnoxenuero, ue HaqnucsbT e Oui B3eT OT Tpakuickusi 00eKT npu
AJpkuiickaTa BOJIEHUIIA U IOBTOPHO ynoTpeOeH Ha bona MaHcuno 3aeiHO ¢ Apyr cTpouTeneH
Matepuai. [lo-ckopo oueBuHATa pa3inka Ha CTPOUTEIHMS KaMbK Ha JiBaTa 00€KTa JJOKa3Ba,
4Ye TPAKUUCKUTE pa3BaIMHM HE ca OWJIM ,,KaMeHOJIOMHAaTa Ha puMIstHUTE. HemsBecTHUAT
TEOJIOKKM M reorpacku mpousxo] Ha Haamuca BCBIIHOCT ce OKa3a HE TOJKOBA MaHHa
HebecHa, KOJIKOTO MpembHUKAMBK 32 aBTOpUTE Ha ,,BeTpenckus [Tuctupoc™.

N3BecTHO €, ye ApeBHHUTE KaMBbHHM 4YECTO MbTyBaT. Taka ce ciayuu u ¢ IIuctupockus
Hanmnuc, xoiito npe3 2015 r. pazxoau ceoute 700 kunorpama yak 1o JIyswp. Llenra my Oerte
Jla TIOJIy4Yd MEXKJyHapoJHa JIETUTUMAIMs, Y€ € ,,poJA0M OT BeTpeH® ChIo KaTo HEroBus
OTKpHUBATEJ, a U JIa IPUBJIEUYE EBEHTYATHO €BpoMeicKko (huHaHCcCHpaHe Ha o0ekTa. B ToBa He Ou
MMaJjio HUIIO JIONIO, CTHra B XOJa Ha COI[HMAIM3alluiATa My J1a HE C€ CTUTHE JI0 IIUpPEelus ce
HaIoCJIeIbK peCTaBpaTOPCKu Ku4. AKO oOade 3akadaT oTnpena tabemnara ,,[luctupoc, 00EKTHT

16 B Tpakume, cTp.98, Mpod. Muxainnos cnomeHasa Muctnpoc Kato esepo B CapbliabaHcko. B Tasm
yacT Ha MecTa Mma NpeKpacHM esepa, Beye 3awuTteHn no ,Mpupoga 2000“. HaKkoe OT TAX CbC CUTypHOCT
ce e Ka3Bano MNuctupoc, 3a koeto npegu 2500 roanHM ce TBBPAM, Ye BUo NpecyweHo oT 4o6UTBbKA Ha
nepcuiickaTta nexota Ha Kcepkc.



ChC CUTYPHOCT IlI€ CTaHE TAMETHUK Ha HeYle HeBEeKeCTBO Wi (anmudukanms, oocmyxpaiia
YY>KJI1 UCTOPUUYECKH UHTEPECH.

IIpnunnara 3a mo-craporo meremectsue Ha Hagnmuca no bona Mancuo 3acera He e
M3BECTHA M € OE3CMHUCIICHO Ja ce yMyBa 1o Hes. He ce 3Hae Ko, OTKbJE, KOra U ¢ KakBa
,HaydHa 1eNl ro € mpeHechl TaMmM. HamepeH e Ha HeoOWYAalHO MSCTO W3BBH BCSKAKHB
UCTOpUYECKH KOHTEKCT. [Ipy Hen3BeCcTHH 00CTOATENCTBA U O€3 cria3BaHe Ha 33 bJKUTEIIHUTE
MPOLIEAYPH, APXEOJIO3UTE ca I'o NpeHecan B CenTeMBPUICKUS My3€il U TO IPUIIUCAIHN Ha CBOSI
O6e3uMeH BeTpeHCKU 00ekT. [lanu my HeBsipHoTO MMe [IucTtupoc, BeposATHO ¢ Haxexjaara, ye
Taka yJECHsABaT MapKETUHIa HA LIEHHHS KyJITYpPHO-UCTOPUYECKH MPOAYKT. MapkeTuHra He
YJIIECHWIA, HUTO CTaHAJIM OCOOEHO HM3BECTHH, HO HANPAaBWIM HIKOMY HEMallka yclyra c
HEBSPHOTO CH TBBPJACHUE, Y TIPEIU JIBE U IMOJOBHHA XUJISIIONCTUS SIIMHCKUAT €THOC Ce OWII
CMECHJI C TPAKUTE B ceBepo3anagHaTa yact Ha ['opna Tpakusi.

Henocturst Ha mpo3padyHoCT W MOAO3pUTENTHATA OCIIETPUCTHUKA OKOJIO HAMHUPAHETO Ha
Hagnuca cb3gaBa ycemaHeto, 4e TOW TMOTPEHIHO € YHNOTPEOEH KaTo HCTOPHYECKO
nokazatenctBo. Ilorpemna e Ouna wuHTepnperanusta Ha ¢aktute. CMmymiaBamo e, 4e
JIMIICBAILIATa YacT OT CTeNaTa, NOPaan KOATO Pa3uUTAHETO HA LEJNHS TEKCT € HEBb3MOXKHO, €
OTUyII€HA HE TOJKOBA OTAAaBHA, ChJICUKH IO CBETJIMS LIBAT HA JIOMA.

M3rnexna HAKOM apXeosio3W pa3uuTaT Mpeaud BCUYKO Ha HepasrajaeMara TaiHa 3a
npousxona Ha Haammca, a npyru He xenasT Aa ce 3aabj1004ar B mpodiema. Hampasen Oerre
JIOPU OIUT MPOOJIEMBT Jla C€ MPUKPUE C TMOBBPXHOCTHO MPEINOJIOKECHUE, Y¢ KAMBKBT OMII
TPAHUT OT 3€MJIMIIETO HA ceno bourys.

JBI00UMHHUAT OOIIYJICKHA TPAHUT € B €KCIJIoATalMs OT MUHAJUS BEK U UMa oueOuitHa
paznuka ot crenara Ha [Tuctupockus Hagnuc. Jlomapaacku € paboTui Ha 00ekT ,,Kabune™ u e
Bb3MOXHO Hainmucwt f1a € OT TaM, U34yKaH BbpPXY KaMbK OT IHEMHOTO I'pannToBo, EnxoBcko.
Bb3MoxkHO € Toii 1a € 61 3a0paBeH U HEMIPOYUYEeH B CKJIa/l HA apXEOJIOTUYECKH MY3EH.

@akTpT, ye HaamuchT e nexan TBbpAe Onm3o no Bua [lmaronamuc, Ou Morsi aa
03HayaBa, Ye TOM € JoKapaH J0 TOBa MSCTO MO BeYe MU3rpajieHa mbTHa HHppacTpykrypa. Mma
Y KOHCIUPATHBHO TPEAINOJIOKEHHE, Y€ B Halle BpeMe HaamuchbT € moaxBbpiieH Ha YA00HO
MSICTO 32 JIECHOTO MY ,,HAMHpaHe .

He e mpaBena ontuyHa MUKpOCKOMHUS Ha NUIMGU OT KAMEHHATa CTeJia OT HEe3aBUCHUMA
naboparopus, ¢ 11e71 00EKTUBHO J]a C€ YCTAaHOBH HEMHUSAT T€OJIOKKH M Teorpad)CKu MPOU3XOo,.
Crenara ompeleneHo € TpaHWTHA, HO B IIUPOKUS TEPUMETBD OKOJIO OOEKT ,,AJDKHiicKa
BOJCHMIIA™ HSMA TPAHHUT, KaTO M3KIIOYMM CIIOMEHATHUTE BeYe ABIOOYMHHH 3aJIekKU Kpau
Bomrynst. Apxeonio3urte ca JOMyCHAIW TPEIIKa, OMPEIeNIIiKI CTPOUTETHHUS KaMbK Ha 00eKTa
3a TpaHUT, HO TOW C€ OKa3a CHEHMT. TakaBa Tpellka € HempueminBa 3a mpodecruoHareH
apXeoJIOTUYECKHU €KUII, HaOJI01aBaH U OT I'eoJIor.

[Hennocrra Ha Hanmmca Hamara ma ce HampaBW HE3aBUCHM TeTporpad)CKu aHAIW3 Ha
cTenara u3BbH MHCTUTYITUUTE, KOUTO HE OMXa JKellaju TOBa Jia Ce CIIy4H.

HaanucbT KaTo perjiaMeHT Ha ereicka TbPproBcKa Mpexa

Enun HOB, Oe3mpucTpacTeH HMCTOPUYECKHM aHAIU3 Ha ChAbpKaHHeTo Ha Hanmuca
BEPOSITHO CHIIIO 1€ CTUTHE JI0 U3BOJA, Y€ TOM HE ce OTHAcA 3a JAPEBHUS TPAKUNUCKU OOEKT B
MECTHOCTTa Aodorcutickama 6o0enuya Mexay rpagosere CentemBpu u BerpeH.
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HannuesT cpappka mupoka rama UMIIEPATUBU OT FOPUIAWYECKH, UKOHOMHMYECKH U
BOCHEH XapaKTep, BEPOSITHO HAJIOKEHU Ha TpakuTe noJ AukTaT oT @unumn |l. Ta3u xapra, KakTo
g Hapuya ¢peHckuar Hymmsmar OnuBue [lukap, uam Moke OW mapcka auarpama, camo
YaCTUYHO NPENOTBBPKIaBa, HO MPEAN BCUUKO CEPUO3HO BUAOU3MEHS B HEOIAaromnpusTHa 3a
TPAKUTE II0COKA IO-paHeH aoroBop uiau napcku eaukt Ha Kortuc Crapu. I'paHUTHHAT
JOKYMEHT TpeTHpa celuPuuHrd OTHOUeHHs Mexay OIpUCKOTO HapcTBO U Tacoc, TaCOCKHS
emmnopuoH ITuctupoc, xuockara kojaonuss Mapones (cera Maponust) - Ha 30 KM FOTOU3TOYHO
ot Komorunu, u benanckure emmnopuonu Ha Ilpacennte (ta epmopia Belava [pace[vo]v),
BepoATHO B EBpomnelicka Typius.

Haanucet € eaus oT nopeaunara CEpuo3HM MPU3HALM, Y€ aHTUYHUAT CBAT 3ao4yBa Ja
ce ,,[y100anu3nupa‘“, HaBJIM3aiKy B parMaTUKaTa Ha EIMHUCTUYHUS CU IIEPUOJI, C BCHUKUTE MY
MOpoIM M JOCTOMHCTBA. TOW periraMeHTupa ThProBCKO-MKOHOMHYECKH OTHOLIEHUS B
rpaHUYHa TEPUTOPUSI MEXKY TPaKU U €IMHM, KOSTO B OHE3M BPEMEHA € Ha CEBEPOErecKoTo
Kpaitopexue. BpBexxa ce opuaniyecka HeIPUKOCHOBEHOCT Ha KOJIOHUCTUTE — UMYIIIECTBEHA,
MKOHOMHYECKA U JMYHA, KOETO € CBUJETEJICTBO 3a CTONaHCKara aBToHOMMs Ha lluctupoc.
Hemo mnoBewe, ymoTpeOeHUSAT B TEKCTa TPaJCKU ETHUKOH nNuUCMupeHu O3HauaBa, ue
rpa)xxaHcKaTa OOIIHOCT Ha TO3U €TeICKU eMIIOPUOH Beye € UMajia MOJUTUIECKH XapakTep, T.€.
Ousa e pa3MuTa rpaHUIaTa MEX Ay MOHATUATA EMIIOPHOH U TIOJIHC.

Bcuuko ToBa HE OM MOIJIO Ja c€ OTHECE KbM HAIllETO M30JIMPAHO APEBHO CENMILE MPU
CentemBpu 1 BeTpeH, HO HaITbJIHO NpUJISTa Ha ereiicko Tpakuiicko cenunie [luctupoc, Beue B
HaIpeIHal CTaAui Ha eIMHU3ALNS.

I'paxnann Ha Anononus, kouto crnopen Haanuca xusest u padotsat B Iluctupoc, ce
II0JI3BAT OT IIpaBara Mo chUius Jorosop. 1o Bcska BEpOATHOCT cTaBa BBIIPOC 33 CEBEPOETENCKA
AnosnoHus, KoATO ce € Hamupasa 3anafaHo ot Kapana B nHemHaTa obmuHa [lanreo, 61130 10
JPeBHUTE MOJUMETATHN MUHHU B TuiaHuHata [lanreon (Kymnuuna).

ITopagu cXoICTBOTO MEXY CTAPOrPBLUKOTO IpUiIaraTenHo Menana, TpOU3X0KIAIIO OT
HaMMEHOBaHMETO Menac MU JMaNEeKTHOTO Tpakuiicko berana, ¢bC ChUIUS MPOU3XOJ, HMa
BEpOATHOCT crioMeHaTute B Hannuca 6erancku emnopuonu na npacenume na ca eMIOPHUOHU
Ha ceBepHMs Opsr Ha 3ammBa Menacl/. BE3MOXKHO € npacenu a e IMe Ha MECTHO TPAKHHCKO
IieMe, HO MUCMEHU M3BOpH 3a TAX HiAMa. VMiMa u Xxurmotes3a, ye BIPOCHUTE EMIIOPUOHM ca
THPXKUILA HA (GUHUKUACKU, TEPCUICKU WK APYTH ThProBLM OT JIeBaHTa.

HananucsT ce oTHacs 3a ereiickoTo Kpaildpexue B IOrOM3TOYHATa TPaHUYHA TEPUTOPHS
Ha OnpuckoTo mapcTBo Ha Tpakute oT BpeMero ciel Koruc Crapu, HO HE M 3a Heromara
ceBepo3arnajHa nepudepus B 3emure Ha 6ecure. [Iuctupoc, Anonaonus 1 MapoHes cbIo ca B
3eMHU Ha Tpakuicku ruieMeHa. [luctupoc Ha rpbhIKY €3UK ce cpellla B TPU MMCMEHU BapUaHTa -
Iictipog, Iictupoc, Teiopal®, Ho HAMA ocHOBaHWE fa ce cMATa, Ye TPUTE BAPHAHTA CE
OTHACAT 3a PA3JIMYHU THPKUIIA. Ta3u ThProBCKa CTAHIIMS, 3a€IHO C MO-U3BECTHUTE MOJUCU
AGnepa (cera ABnupa) u Kcantus (cera Kcantn), ca Henanede o Mecta B 3eMHTE Ha IIIEMETO
o6uctonu. ToBa mieme naBa uMmero Bucrtonuna Ha eseporto npu [lopro Jlaroc. Mapounes u

Y AHewHnaT Capocku 3anus 8 Esponeiicka Typumsa, cesepHo oT Maannonu (Tpakuinickun XepcoHec).

¥ Tpute nucmeHn BapuaHTa Ha MUCTMPOC MopaxaaT Crekyaauuu, Ye ca CbLLeCTBYBa/iN HAKO/IKO
cenmwa ¢ ToBa Mme. Yectata NOBTOPAEMOCT Ha HAKOW APEBHWU TOMOHMMM MOYTM BUHArM € Hay4yHO
[OKa3BaHa, 3a pa3/InKa OT xunoTe3aTta 3a BetpeHckua MNuctmpoc.
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ChCEIHUSAT I IPOYYT OMUPOB MeraiuTeH rpaj MicMapoc ca B 3eMuTe Ha KUKOHUTE, @ ATIOJIOHUS
- Ha €JIOHUTE.

Hanmucst permamenTrpa OperoBa ereiicka ThpProBcka Mpeka, 3alouBallia 3amajgHo OT
Heanonuc (KaBana) u BepoaTHO cturamia Ha u3Tok no0 XenecnoHt ([apmanenure). 3aroBa
aBTeHTUUHUAT [luctupoc TpsiOBa 1a ce ThpCH cpea Tpakuiickure XopuoHu Ha Onpuckara
6azmnesa 6mu3o a0 Tpakuiicko Mope, B XuHTepiiaHaa Ha ocTpoB Tacoc. OT BCHYKU M3BECTHU
3acera 26 TpakuNCKU PEe3UACHIINHU, TIOJUCH, EMIOPUOHH U CBETHIIMIIA OT BPEMETO Ha BEITUKHUSA
onpucku nap Koruc Crapu, camo ase wim Tpu ca B ['opHa Tpakus (Kabune B SImbosncko,
Hpourunmon B TomonoBrpaacko u Macreiipa B CBWICHTpaJCKO), aKO HE MpPHOABUM
[Tynnynesa (ITnoBaus).

Twi kaTo Hanmuchr ce oTHaAcs 3a CpPOJHHM TPAaHWYHHU TPAJOBE HA TEPUTOPHUATA HA
OnpuckoTO APCTBO, JymMaTa GUYYEVEIG cienBa Ja ce mojapa3Oupa He KaTo POJHUHHU, a KATO
ovyyeveig moAelg (cpoanu rpanose). CtaBa BBIIPOC 3a EKCTEPUTOPUAIIHU MPABA HA T'HPIIUTE 32
MOJICHAHOCT CaMo OT apOUTPH B CPOJHHUTE IPAOBE.

[Topennoro mokasarencTBo, chaelku oT Haamuca, e Te3u rpajoBe ca OTHOCHUTEIHO
O30 eAUH 10 APYT, IPU TOBA Ha €relcKOTOo Kpaiopexkue, e ue cropen CtpaboH, AnooHus,
KOSITO ce € HaMHpasa Ha ceBepHoereickus Opsr cpeury [lanreon e paspymena ot @umun |l
(355 r. mp. Xp.) npu Tpakuiickata My Kammnanus. ToBa € Hail-BeposTHaTa MPUYMHA YACT OT
rpaXJaHUTe M Ja NOThpcAT yOexuine B Onmskus ereiicku Ilucrupoc, xakro m na Obaar
cnomenatu B Haanuca, xoiito BhoOIIIE HE ce oTHAacs 3a BerpeH.

3akaoueHune

AHTUYHHUTE TPBIKK enurpapCcKkd MaMeTHHUIIM ca OT MpPaMoOp WJIM BapOBHK, Taka 4e
TPAHUTHUAT MHUCTUPOCKUA HAAMUC ONPEAENICEHO € JeN0 Ha TPAaKUHCKH KaMeHOJeel OT
IOTOM3TOYHUTE Npenenn Ha OApUCKOTO HAPCTBO.

[To Bcuuko marnexkaa obaye, ye He TOMOBeTe Ha mpod. Jlomapaacku, a OCKbIHATA
M3BOpoBa MHGpOpPMAIMS € XpaHWTENIHATa cpeda Ha (aimmmBaTa XuIoTe3a 3a ,,BerpeHcku
[Muctupoc* m eTHoreHe3uca Ha HETOBOTO ,,cMeceHO'* HaceneHue. Hesapaata amOuius na
[IAITHEM CBETA C HIKAKBa UCTOpHUYECKa HEOMBAIHIIA HIMA Ja HU MPOYye C HUIIO J100pOo, T0pH
HaIpOTHB.

Ha oGekTta nMa Hy»a OT o-Majiko OeleTpUCTHKa U TIOBEYE 37paB pa3yM, MoBeye Jia ce
KOIIae ¥ O-MaJIKO J1a Ce HaJyBa CBUPKATA. 3a Jia C€ yCTAHOBU JICCTBUTEIHOTO UME Ha JPEBHUS
HU TpajJl ca HEOOXOAUMH JOMBIHUTEIHU MPOYYBAHUS HA MOCENHIHATA CUCTEMa Ha JpeBHA
Tpakus B 3amanna Popoma, Mxtumancka Cpeana ropa ¢ 3amaHUTE 4YacTH Ha
I'opHoTpakuiickata HU3WHA, 0COOEHO B HETIOCPEJCTBEHUTE OKOTHOCTH Ha Tpasl CenTemMBpH.

bbarapckute W TPBUKUTE apXeosjo3dW HAMAT HYXJa OT MEHTOPU KOHWTO Jla UM
MpeACcKa3BaT HMCTOPUYECKAaTa WCTHHA 3a JPEBHUS TPAKUWCKU Tpaa a0 Berpen wim 3a
Tpakuiickus ereiicku [Iuctupoc. Hukora He € KbCHO /1a ObJIe MONpaBeHa eaHa CiIyJaiiHa Win
YMUIIUICHA TPEIIIKa.

Kakro He Moxe na ce 3akBacu OXpHUJICKOTO €3€pO C €HA JIbXKHUIA KUCET0 MIISIKO, TaKa
HE € MOTJI0 U TpakuTe B ['OpHOTpakuiickata HU3MHA Ja CTaHaT MOJOBUH I'bpuu npeau 2500
roauHu. bescnopen ¢akT e o6aue 3HAUNTETHUAT TPAKUUCKA KOMIIOHEHT BB (DOPMUPAHETO HA
ObITapcKaTa M Ha TphIIKaTa HAPOJHOCT ciea cpenata Ha Pannoto CpegHoBekoBHe, 0COOCHO B
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IOTOM3TOYHUTE yacTH Ha Tpakus. 3a HAC € BaKHO, Y€ BbB BEHUTE HA OBJTapu U I'bpPLU TEUE
oOWJIHA TpaKUiiCKa KPbB U TS € HAIIMUAT OOII TeHEeTHYEH 3HAMEHATe.

B t03u pen Ha Muciu, OMXMe MOIJM Ja C€ CIyCHEM MO OalKaHCKHS HCTOPUYECKU
Kopunop ot Berpen npe3 Maka3za 1o Maponus i [Iuctupoc — kpaero u aa ce okaxe tou. U
IOHCKE C TAX MAJIKO WJIM MTOBEYC CME POJHUHHU 110 TpaKHﬁCKa JINHUA, MOXXEC 1 HAa HIKOC MECTHO
XOpO J1a ce XBaHEeM, CTUTa Jia MMa Mpa3HUK. 3a HaC, POJACHUTE UTPAuX Ha XOPO OT JABETE CTPaHU
Ha TpaHuIlaTa, mpodyieM HsAMa J1a uMa.

THE EMPORION PISTIROS HYPOTHESIS

Goran Yonov

Nothing should be off-limits in an objective reading of history, especially of ancient
Thrace: everything is debatable from the perspective of present-day realities of archaeological
research progress, as long as we keep in mind the strong interactive nature of Thraco-Hellenic
relations.

Written traditions and ancient historians since Hecateus and Herodotus offer but
fragments of Thracian history. This poses a real challenge to the objectivity and prudence of
the archaeologists, if they attempt a breakthrough in history.

Birth and rise of a hypothesis

The news in 1990 about the accidental discovery of an ancient Greek epigraphic
monument at the Roman ruins of Bona Mansio, not far from the towns of Septemvri and Vetren,
in Pazardjik district, Bulgaria, caused quite a stir among archaeologists. The valuable
monument, that we shall refer to henceforth as ‘the Inscription’, was dated between 359 and
339 B.C.

This gave rise, almost instantly, to a hypothesis that the ancient Thracian city located
about 3 km from the Inscription find-spot was the emporion Pistiros, a settlement with a mixed
Thraco-Hellenic population, which somehow turned up almost 300 kilometres from the Aegean
Sea. The find was declared a fundamental discovery and soon turned into a media sensation.

The hypothesis of the Vetren ‘Pistiros’ was launched primarily by Polish archaeologist
Mieczystaw Domaradzki. He associated the Inscription with the ancient site in the Adjiyska
Vodenitza locality that he had been studying for years. The prevailing argument to this day is
that there is no other Thracian archaeological site in the surrounding area, dating from the same
historical period.

And yet no undisputable physical evidence had been discovered that this site was a
Thraco-Helenic trade settlement named ‘Emporion Pistiros’, with brisk commercial activities,
especially trading in Attic pottery. Nevertheless, the site was officially designated as such, by
the National Archaeological Institute and Museum of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences
(NAIM-BAS).

The designation seemed oblivious of the fact that the badly fragmented pottery was
showing signs of extensive use in everyday life, and scratched with graffiti. That latter fact
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indicated that it had spent some time in the hands of its end user, rather than being headed to
market.

Thus, while the Greeks were still searching for the Herodotean Pistiros along the
northern Aegean shores, we managed to somehow ‘discover’ it at Vetren, hastily mislabelling
it under this strange name.

The emporion was recorded by Herodotus (7.109), and 900 years later, also by
Stephanos of Byzantium in his lexicon Ethnica. It also appears in the Inscription.

Quite reasonably, the prolific Professor Domaradzki took advantage of the inspiring
Inscription to achieve international support and funding for the excavations. His early death
was very regrettable.

Our Thracian site on the left bank of the Maritza predates by about a century the city of
Seuthopolis. The neatly arranged permanent exhibition of ‘Pistiros’ at the Archaeological
Museum in the town of Septemvri testifies to the existence of a tangible Thracian and Hellenic
heritage, or perhaps a heritage of hellenised Aegean Thracians. These finds, however, bear no
evidence of any lasting or significant ethnic Greek presence on the site and around.

Anyway, a search began for an elusive ‘Pistiros’ necropolis at the Thracian mounds near
the villages of Akandjievo and Menenkyovo. The performed GIS-ESRI spatial analysis
produced no positive results, apart from showing that pillage and illicit treasure-hunting in the
area continues unabated.

One could hardly assume any existence of a mixed Thraco-Greek population with no
necropolis and only a few, if not less, traditional Greek tombstones. The shortage of material
that would allow a thorough research of burial practices in the area surrounding the site is one
of the weakest spots in the hypothesis of a Vetren ‘Pistiros’.

Let us now figure out whether this site really did have a river port on the Maritza.

Anyone would be tempted to make preposterous assumptions if they didn’t know in
some detail the landscape of Upper Thrace along the meandering curves of this, often turbulent,
yet mostly dried-out, river. Like, for example, painting a picture of ancient Greek ships as they
sailed upstream on the deep waters of the Maritza, or teams of oxen hauling timber rafts laden
with merchandise against the strong current.

However, archaeologists insist that the ancient city did have a river port. Or perhaps it
was just an attempt to build a reinforced embankment on this treacherous section of the river?
Ultimately, the Maritza had swept away portions of the city, beaten it with floods, perhaps
bringing in malaria from the nearby swamps. It was a calamity worse than a Celtic invasion.

They also claim that the ancient city had a sewage system, another evidence of the high
living standards and material culture of the ‘mixed’ population. This was rather a drainage
system built to syphon away the high groundwater and the floods from the river.

But seriously, had the Maritza run deeper across Upper Thrace in ancient times, the
rapid flow in upper course would have had a lot more erosive energy, suitable for rafting, but
certainly not for commercial navigation. The reason lies in the relatively steep gradient of the
river: on the stretch between the archaeological site 16 km upstream to Momina Klisura the
difference in altitude is 155 m, adding 35 m downstream to the city of Pazardjik (17 km). That
was why the river bed had shifted sideways, and the high waters swept away part of the ancient
city.
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It would be exciting to watch a team of oxen pulling along a raft loaded with the 700-
kg Inscription or a couple of chests with Attic pottery upstream, say from Pazardjik to the so-
called ‘Pistiros’. Or stage a river cruise with the famous Ukrainian replica of the ancient ship
of Odysseus?

After 27 years of exploration, the Vetren site has produced more queries than clear
answers, but three of those stand out:

- If Thracians really mixed here with Greeks some 25 centuries ago, the absence of at
least a couple of epigraphic monuments on the site is inexplicable. It is inconceivable
that the literate “Vetren Greeks’ could have spent 200 years of peaceful coexistence
with the belligerent Thracians — the Bessi, and writing exclusively on perishable
media or just scratching graffiti, but not carving even a few lines of text on a slab of
stone;

- Since the cultural layers on the site have been already identified in depth, it is high
time to extend excavations in breadth. Just because the river washed away part of the
ancient city doesn't mean that the rest of the site has been thoroughly explored;

- More detailed analysis of the valuable numismatic find is needed. Its diversity
prompts to be the treasury of a Thracian aristocrat, rather than proceeds from the
allegedly large scale of trade in the ‘emporion’. Has this remote and rich stronghold
been the last resort of a declining Thracian ruler?

The valid reasoning is that here ancient Greeks were few, if any, and far from settled.

The different scientific approach

Many researchers of the Greek Mediterranean emporia are familiar with the hypothesis
of the Vetren ‘Pistiros’ from book learning and rely on the scholarly integrity of its authors.

There are, however, quite a few scientists that are more reserved. The list can begin with
the late professors Alexander Fol and Margarita Tacheva, and end with a number of
contemporary writers on the subject. Perhaps out of collegial courtesy, they are not particularly
vocal in their criticism or simply opt to ignore the subject of the Vetren site, referring to it in
passing as ‘the so-called Pistiros’.

In 2013, Professor Denise Demetriou of Michigan State University published her
research on °‘Negotiating Identity in the Ancient Mediterranean’, in book form by the
Cambridge University Press. It contains an entire chapter on the Vetren Inscription, but only in
the context of the as-yet undiscovered Herodotean Pistiros. Professor Demetriou enclosed with
her work a map of all known Greek emporia in the Mediterranean, on which Pistiros is shown
under a question mark on the Aegean coastline opposite the island of Thasos.

Dr Jennifer E. Johnston who studied in Kenyon College, Ohio, US, is balanced and
careful in her pronouncements. At the William McCullough symposium, held there in March
1999, she made a presentation on the subject of ‘Pistiros: an Emporium on the Northern
Aegean’, in which she stated the following: We can document commercial interests in the
interior for both Maroneia and Thasos and even identify some colonization of interior sites by
Thasos, but there is no indication other than this inscription that Thasian interests might have
extended this far north.

Before the Bulgarian exhibition on ancient Thrace in Moscow, the Russian Thracologist
Assoc. professor Sergey Krikin of the Moscow Pedagogical University, an alumnus of the St
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Climent Ohridsky University of Sofia, granted in March 2014 an interview for the website of
the Varna Archaeological Museum. Asked about Pistiros, Krikin replied with questions of his
own:

An ancient Greek emporion amid the Thracian lands? And despite the fact that a town
by that name had been known ever since the time of Herodotus, though far from that place, on
the coast opposite the island of Thasos. For almost 25 years various EU teams have been
excavating the valuable settlement, larger than Seuthopolis and, | suppose, than Kabile, without
suspecting that it could turn out to be the royal capital of Cotys the First?

Most of the precious ancient Thracian artefacts date from the times of Cotys or are
directly linked to him, whereas here the scientists work in almost total isolation, and what
comes to mind is the bitter awareness of a serious scientific error, one that even smacks of
fraud. Such cheap sensationalism does not befit the Bulgarian archaeological science, even
less so since quite a few scholars in the USA and the EU reject the theory of a Thracian Pistiros
in Bulgaria.

The hypothesis as an attempt at a historical breakthrough

The ‘Vetren Pistiros’ hypothesis has the ambition of being heralded as a breakthrough
in the science of history. We, of the community of Septemvri, may be proud of our very own
ancient Thracian city, but do not like to be taken for a ride.

To the universal acclaim of the Septemvri literati, in August 2014 Assoc. Professor Dr
Alexei Gotzev, from NAIM-BAS, gracefully conceded before the Focus News Agency that ‘the
so-called Pistiros’ was, after all, “a rich Thracian settlement, and not a Greek one.” Now, if he
could only rid us of the alleged mixed population and denounce the fake name of that ancient
site near Vetren, and things would gradually fall back into place.

Most of the Greek experts, however, fell for the claim of Domaradzki and his Bulgarian
colleagues about the deep ancient roots of Hellenism in Upper Thrace. Why object and not
support their enthusiasm to move the blurred ancient ethnic line between Thracians and Greeks
by a whole 300 kilometres northwards?

To that end, the Greeks adopted a more modern interpretation even for the original
ancient Greek semantics of the word gundpiov — emporion, meaning overseas port of trade.
(éumopog — empor, means sea traveler, traveling salesman, while eumopitng is a settler in
emporion).

They both derive from the word mo6poc, which in ancient times meant primarily ‘ship’s
navigation in high seas’: the word éumopog was first coined by Homer in his Odyssey (Ou., O6.
B.318-320). To the great ancient poet, an empor was a sea traveler, carrying on board his own
goods overseas, with the intention to trade them.

Once it became clear that, in addition to being excellent seafarers, the traders were also
good walkers, the ‘new’ ancient semantics of emporion acquired validity, as a word meaning a
trading post in general, not just a sea port of trade. This rendered obsolete the myth, maintained
to the present day, that the ‘Vetren Pistiros’ had a port, if not on the sea, then at least on the
‘navigable’ river Maritza in Upper Thrace.

Most Greek archaeologists conform to the broader semantic convention with respect to
the word emporion; otherwise they would... serve as conduit for subversive thoughts and
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conclusions, perhaps the product of now outdated research regarding the content of that Greek
term.

The above quote is from the electronic encyclopaedia of the Hellenic World Foundation
IME - Topvpa MeiCovog EAMVIGHOY: ... mopoméumovy oe mopokivOLVEDUEVES OKEWEIS KOl
OVUTEPAOUOTO, [0S EETEPATUEVWV TLO, UEAETWV TEPL TOV TEPLEYOUEVOD TOD EALNVIKOD OPOD.

Bulgarian archaeologists have long been casting an eye on the ‘Pistiros’ fashion of their
colleagues with its basic features: those were Greek emporia, each with a mixed Thraco-
Hellenic population, located within the interior of Thrace and Northern Macedonia. Thus far,
we have a couple of ‘would-be Pistiroses’. Thankfully, they have stopped short of including
Seuthopolis itself in that number.

For the past 80 years the Hellenic World Foundation has been sponsoring studies of the
spread of Hellenism beyond the borders of present-day Greece. Thus, for example, until
recently IME sponsored NAIM-BAS on the exploration of the archaeological site at Halka
Bunar, in the lands of the village of Gorno Belevo, Stara Zagora district. Before joining the
excavations, the people from IME had made up their mind that this was a Greek emporion, just
like the neighbouring Pistiros (axpifa¢ omwe kot 1 yerroviky Iliotopog).

The end justifies the means, and with a bit of wishful thinking the fundamental scientific
conclusion becomes inevitable: the population of Upper Thrace has been half-Thracian, half-
Greek for the past 2,500 years.

As an element of the ‘evidence’ in support of that fabrication, the archaeologists pointed
to a quote from the works of Flavius Arianus, Anabasis Alexandri (AAe&avdopov Avéapaon).
According to Arianus, an undisputed authority on history, in 335 B.C. Greek merchants fought
shoulder to shoulder with the Thracians somewhere in the Haemus Mountains against the
military campaign of Alexander I1I.

The Macedons departed from the ancient Amphipolis, near the Strouma delta, via
Orbelos (relates to the Slavianka and Pirin mountains), crossed the river Nestos, proceeded east
of Philippi and reached Haemus, all within ten days total. This route is still quite arguable.

While Arianus does not indicate the strength in numbers of the merchants and the
autonomous Thracians, according to the later-day oracles we must assume that those empors
(traveling salesmen) prove the existence of a mixed population in Upper Thrace. It is unclear
in which Haemus pass the empors and the Thracians mounted their defence against the
Macedons.

What is more important: Arianus used the word empor, and not emporitis, while the
authors of the hypothesis mingled the two words and failed to draw the correct conclusions —
the merchants were not settled there, they were on the move.

As a result of the Vetren ‘discovery’, we were supposed to realise that the Hellenic
moving empors had become settled emporites who lived and traded for 200 solid years in Upper
Thrace, some 300 kilometres from the Aegean. There, in the bush and the swamps along the
Maritza, they allegedly even dabbled in stockbreeding and agriculture, as they possessed arable
land and pastures, becomes apparent from the Inscription. (The swamps were only drained off
towards the mid-20" century.)

By analogy, a conclusion was immediately arrived at, that ancient Greeks enjoyed the
same life style deep inside Scythian lands. Thus, from the Black Sea emporion of Berezan, NW
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of the Crimea, they resettled inland, into the steppes, near the present day village of
Nemirovskoe. Undoubtedly, there could have been a few Robinson Crusoes like those.

In principle, no one disputes the multi-ethnic make-up of the Greek coastal emporia.
The confusion started, however, when it was deduced that the same applies to any other
settlement inland, in the territories of the ‘barbarians’.

It has become fashionable to look for Robinsons under every shard of Greek pottery, as
though the civilisation process has become entangled in ethnic phantasms.

Colonisation, civilisation, hellenisation

The Balkans is an ever boiling cauldron of ethnic problems. Through the millennia,
hundreds of tribes, ethnic groups, peoples, nations, millions of immigrants from all directions,
melting in this huge pot, never produced a homogenous mix.

In ancient times, in the centre of this peninsula, the ancient Greeks were but a drop in
the vast sea of Thracian tribes, spanning from the Southern Carpathians, all the way to Thessaly,
from Axios (Vardar) and Margos (Morava) to the Pontus, subsuming Eastern Macedonia,
North-western Anatolia and a number of Aegean islands. On the one hand, the Thracians
undoubtedly felt the impact of Hellenic civilisation, while at the same time placing an enormous
demographic pressure on the ancient Greeks.

The history of world civilisation, including the Balkans, has invariably involved
processes of cultural and ethnic assimilation. To put it in the most basic terms, behind every
civiliser’s campaign there lurk not only economic but ethnic and imperial interests as well.

After the Trojan War, Achaeans, Danaans and other Homeric favourites began to realise
that survival amid a sea of Balkan ‘barbarians’, depended not so much on their weaponry but
on the literacy and cultural assimilation of those hostile tribes.

As soon as a ‘savage barbarian’ learns the letters, he would become a civilised Greek,
one that would scratch graffiti on his pottery and confuse archaeologists about his ethnicity,
especially in the absence of sufficient material evidence of burial practices.

I, too, use Greek utensils in my household and would scratch a Greek graffito or two,
but this does not make me a Greek. Rather, | must be the descendant of an ancient Thracian
builder of fortresses on the Aegean shores or of a craftsman in a Thasian pottery shop,
manufacturing commercial packaging.

My hope is, that after another thousand years, when the archaeologists of the future
discover amid the remains of our ‘tangible cultural heritage’ scraps of a German motor car or
chips of Chinese electronics, they will not proclaim us Germans or Chinese.

Starting about 3000 years ago, the process of Hellenisation affected a sizable mass of
Thracians, Illyrians, Macedons and, later, Slavs, Bulgarians, Wallachians or Vlachs, Albanians
and a whole procession of tribes and migrants trickling into the Balkans, like the Greeks
themselves did in their times. Owing to his Hellenic teacher, Aristotle, the semi-Macedon
Alexander 111 spearheaded the spread of none other but the Hellenic culture across the ancient
world.

The Hellenisation is more easily traceable among the Thracian aristocratic elite along
the Pontic and Aegean coastlines and around Propontis. A typical example can be observed in
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the family of the Odryssean King Cotys The Senior who started his reign as a citizen of Athens
and ended it with an Athenian sword in his chest.

The Aegean emporium Pistiros

So far the suggestion is that Pistiros may be the name of a fortified ancient settlement
accidentally discovered 18 km east of Kavala during the construction of an irrigation canal. It
is located between the Karakachan community of Pondolivado (ITovtoliBado) and the village
of Petropigy (Iletpomnyn) in an area suitable for stockbreeding and agriculture.

In the 1970s the Greeks came across a large quantity of Attic pottery of good marketable
quality, as well as a numismatic find of Thasian and Neapolitan (from Kavala) silver coins. The
archaeologists had every reason to believe that they had discovered a Thasian trading station.

Led by Professor Efstratios Papadopoulos of the University of Thessaloniki, Greek
archaeologists have been excavating only the fortress walls of their archaeological site.
Reportedly, due to financial constraints, for the time being they are not in a position to explore
the interior of the city, where they could come across evidence in support of its alleged name.

After the ‘discovery’ of the so-called Vetren Pistiros, there were voices claiming
‘insufficient evidence’ that the ruins at Pondolivado had belonged to the Aegean Pistiros.

Most probably, one day the genuine Pistiros will be discovered, perhaps at Pondolivado,
perhaps at Nea Karvali, or elsewhere close to the Aegean coast of Thrace in the municipality
Nestos. It will not be a good service to history if Herodotus’s Pistiros remains buried in the
pages of his Histories.

The problems with the epigraphic monument

An additional study of the Inscription is needed. The fact of its accidental discovery in
a field off the Roman Via Diagonalis, some 100 metres from the Bona Mansio road station, has
stirred a lot of doubt.

The assertion that the Inscription had been taken from the Thracian site and re-used at
Bona Mansio together with other building materials is more than questionable. The Thracian
ruins are not a part of the Roman ‘quarry’ as the building stone of the two sites is quite different.

The Inscription, with its as yet unknown geological and geographic origin, was both
manna from heaven and a major stumbling block for the authors of the ¢ Vetren Pistiros’.

Archaeologists are perfectly aware that ancient stones often make long journeys.
Sometimes one can stumble upon them in the oddest places, outside of any historical context.

Two notable experts in such ‘historical stone journeys’ were, e.g., Lord Elgin and
General Ivan Dibich. Both adorned the museums of their respective great empires with priceless
Hellenic works of art and irreplaceable historical sources. Similar, if far more modest, has been
the legacy of our academicians Yordan Ivanov and Bogdan Filov during the two world wars.

The reason for our Inscription’s migration is so far unknown and there is little point
speculating about it. No one can tell who brought the Inscription to Upper Thrace, wherefrom,
when and to what end. The bad news is that this works entirely in favour of the authors of the
false hypothesis about the name of the ancient city.

Archaeologists got hold, in somewhat dubious circumstances, of the Inscription that a
peasant had located near Bona Mansio and attributed it to their nameless site at Vetren. A wrong
name was given to the site, hoping to facilitate the marketing of the precious cultural product.
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The lack of transparency and the ambiguous literary exercise about the discovery of the
Inscription implies that it has been misused as historical evidence. The interpretation of facts
contains a lot of wishful thinking. Not to mention the fact that the missing part of the stela,
which renders impossible the deciphering of the entire text, has been broken off not so long
ago, judging by the lighter colour of the chipped-off surface.

The archaeologists seem to rely strongly on the inscrutable secret about the origin of the
Inscription. An attempt was even made to cover up the problem with the unsubstantiated claim
that it had been carved on granite from the vicinity of Boshulya village.

The fact that the Inscription was found lying by the side of Via Militaris could mean
that it had been brought there via an existing road infrastructure, i.e. centuries after our Thracian
city had ceased to exist.

There is also a conspiracy version that the Inscription was planted only recently at a
convenient place, in order to be easily ‘found’.

No optical microscopy of shavings from the stela had been performed, or if otherwise,
no findings of such an examination have been made public. The stela is definitely made of
granite. In the surrounding countryside, granite deposits are few and far between, while granite
itself is confused with the much more common sienite. Archaeologists had made the same
mistake about the building material used at the Vetren site, but later on corrected themselves.

The exceptional importance of the Inscription necessitates a petrographic analysis of the
stela, although this is not standard procedure with every ancient monument.

The Inscription as a regulation of the Aegean trading network

The yet-to-be-discovered Herodotean Pistiros is a central theme in the Inscription. In all
likelihood, it either confirms or, possibly, modifies in part an earlier treaty or royal ‘edict’
governing the relations between Cotys The Senior and the island of Thasos, the Thasian
emporion Pistiros, Maronia - a Chian colony, located 30 km south-east of Komotini, and the
emporia Belana of the Prasenes (ta sumopio Belava Ipace[vm]v), probably in European
Turkey.

The Bulgarian scholars working on the Inscription preferred to disregard the last
mentioned emporia to keep their hypothesis simple and easy to defend; therefore further below
| shall add a few words about them.

The content of the Inscription confirms beyond doubt that it was used to regulate trade
and economic relations along the frontier between Thracians and ancient Greeks, which in those
days lay, without doubt, close to the northern Aegean coastal strip.

The Inscription postulated real rights and proclaimed economic and personal
inviolability of the colonists as evidence of the economic autonomy of Pistiros. Moreover, the
ethnonym ‘pistireni’ used in the text implies that the urban community in that Aegean emporion
had acquired a political character, i.e. the already thin line between ‘emporion’ and ‘polis’ was
becoming increasingly blurred. None of this could apply to our isolated ancient city near
Septemvri and Vetren, but it would perfectly fit an Aegean Thracian Pistiros, which must have
already been at an advanced stage of Hellenisation.

Apollonia, whose citizens, according to the Inscription, lived and worked in Pistiros,
enjoyed the rights provided under the same treaty. The city was located somewhere west of
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Kavala, in the present-day municipality of Pangeo, not far from the ancient gold mines in the
Pangeo Mountain.

The similarity of the ancient Greek adjective Melana, deriving from the personal name
Melas, and the Thracian colloquial Greek Belana, with the same etymology, suggests that the
emporia Belana of the Prasenes mentioned in the inscription could be on the northern shore of
the Gulf of Mellas. This is the present-day Gulf of Saros in European Turkey, north of Gallipoli
(Thracian Chersonese). One can assume that Prasenes was ethnonym of a local Thracian tribe,
but there is no written evidence.

Yet there is another version that these emporia could have been trading posts for
Phoenician, Persian or other merchants of the Levant.

Apparently, the Inscription relates to the Aegean coastline in the south-eastern border
territory of the Odrysian Kingdom with the Greeks, and not to its north-western periphery in
the lands of the disobedient Bessi - a powerful independent Thracian tribe in Upper Thrace.

Pistiros, Apollonia and Maronia were all in the lands of Thracian tribes. In Greek,
Pistiros appears with three alternative spellings: Ilictipog, Iliotvupoc, and Tleiotnpa. From a
linguistic point of view, it is established beyond dispute that all three refer to one and the same
emporion which, along with the better known poleis of Abdera and Xanthia, was located not
far from the river Mesta, in the lands of the Bistonians. That tribe gave the name of lake
Vistonida, in Porto Lagos. Maronia and the neighbouring megalithic city Ismaros, of Homeric
fame, were in the lands of the Kikonians, while Apollonia was in the territory of the Edonians.

One thing is clear: the Inscription refers to an Aegean trading network that spanned the
coastal area starting west of Kavala extending all the way to the Dardanelles. Therefore
associating it with the Thracian site at Vetren is more than disputable.

Let me indicate three of the numerous problems relating to the translation and
understanding of the Inscription:

- This diplomatic document dates from the beginning of the Hellenistic period, about

a hundred years after the establishment of our ancient Thracian city. Its author
remains unknown. It could be that he was one of the heirs to the Odrysian Kingdom
after the assassination of Cotys I, but not necessarily. The oath of allegiance to the
set of rules laid down by the great Odrysian King, could have also been sworn by a
Thasian or Athenian military commander, or even by Philip Il himself. He grants
the privileges and immunities to Greek traders;

- Apparently the Inscription referred to related frontier cities in the (possibly former)
territory of the Odrysian Kingdom during the twilight of its imperial period. The
word ‘ovyyeveic’ should be understood to mean not ‘relatives’ but ‘cuyyeveig
nolelg” (related cities). This refers to the exterritorial rights of Greeks to fall solely
under the jurisdiction of arbiters in their related cities, situated relatively close to
one another along the Aegean coastline;

- The Inscription does not specify whether the Apollonian citizens of Pistiros were
apoikists (colonists) from the now Bulgarian city of Sozopol (Apollonia Pontica), or
from one of the two Aegean Apollonias - the one in Pangeo or the other one, in
Halkidiki. To the authors of the Inscription, however, it was self-evident that all
three settlements were close to the island of Thasos, this fact somehow eluded the
creators of the ‘so-called Pistiros’ at Vetren.
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Conclusions

It seems that not the works of Professor Domaradzki but rather, the scarcity of primary
source information provides the culture medium for the fabrications about ‘Vetren Pistiros’ and
its ‘mixed population’.

He who pays the piper calls the tune. However, to discover the real name of our ancient
Thracian city, one has to ditch the pipe, grab the shovel and dig with diligence. The lack of
public funding for archaeology, coupled with ambitions to attain significant results at any cost
may produce unhealthy flights of the imagination, so let’s not rush to conclusions.

Let us also hope that the archaeological finds at the Vetren site will increase, providing
food for fresh theses and hypotheses. This will not cast a shadow over the significance of the
site, nor will invalidate the 27 year-long efforts of Bulgarian, Polish, American, British, Czech,
French and other archaeologists. On the contrary: the more they dig, the more questions will be
popping out, for only a small portion of the site has so far been processed.

The naming of our still nameless ancient Thracian city should be genuine. The rest is
false mythology, old-fashioned patriotic or, rather, unpatriotic games, and spin doctoring.

We must also keep in mind the abundant Thracian blood flowing in the veins of both
Bulgarians and Greeks. In this line of thought, it would be a good idea to go down the Balkan
cultural corridor from Vetren via Makaza pass to Maronia.

First, we would find out whether Odysseus really did blind there the Cyclops
Polyphemus or this was just a myth, designed to attract tourists. Then, over a glass of ouzo and
meze, we will chew with the Maronians on our common tourism problems.

And, lastly, as we are all kindred souls, we may join the local round dance horo, if this
happens on a holiday. For us, on both sides of the border, born to dance horo, it will be no
problem at all.
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