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MS 5. - T1. Yuzyillan Arasinda

istanbul Bathonea, Theodosius ve

izmit Korfezi Antik Limanlarinin Rolii

The Role of the Ancient Harbours of Avclilar
Bathonea and Theodosius Between the 5t - 17t
centuries AD in the Marmara Sea

Senglil AYDINGUN?, Sercan ONGEN®

Ozet

Bu makalede, Istanbul’da son yillarda kesfedilen 6nemli antik limanlardan biri olan Marmaray Projesi kap-
saminda yapilan Yenikapi kazilarinda ortaya ¢ikarilan ve 6zellikle MS 5. ve 11. yiizyillar arasinda faaliyet
gosterdigi anlagilan Theodosius Limani ile Kiigiikgekmece Goli’niin Aveilar kiyilarinda gergeklestirilen
Bathonea Limani kazilari tartisilmaktadir. MS 5. ve 11. yiizyillar arasinda bu limanlarin sosyal ve ekonomik
canliligi, Marmara Denizi’ndeki diger limanlarla karsilastirilacaktir. Ozellikle Marmara Denizi’nin dogu-
sunda Izmit Korfezi ¢evresindeki antik limanlar, Nikomedeia - Astakos/Olbia limanlari ve Karamiirsel - Pra-
inetos/Preietos limanlar1 Korfez’de 6nemli ticari faaliyetlerin yiiriitiildiigi yerlerdir. Limanlar, hem askeri iis
olarak hem de ticari olarak Marmara’daki hareketliligi canli kilmistir. MS 11. yiizyildan sonra Hagli seferleri
ve Latinlerin Constantinopolis’i almasiyla baskentin ¢evresindeki limanlar tamamen devre dig1 birakilirken,
[zmit Korfezi’ndeki antik limanlar Anadolu’nun i¢ kisimlartyla olan baglantilari sayesinde giiglenmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler:
Constantinopolis, Theodosius Limani, Bathonea Limani, Astakos/Olbia, Prainetos/Preietos.

Abstract

In this article, the excavations of Theodosius harbour, which was discovered during the excavations of the
Marmaray Project, one of the important ancient ports discovered in Istanbul in recent years, and which were
understood to have been operating between the 5" and 11" centuries AD, and the Bathonea harbour exca-
vations carried out on the Avcilar shores of Kiigiikgekmece Lake are discussed. The social and economic
vitality of these ports between the 5" and 11" centuries AD is compared to other ports in the Sea of Marmara.

a  Prof. Dr., Kocaeli Universitesi, Orcid No: 0000-0002-0309- a  Prof. Dr. Kocaeli University, Orcid ID: 0000-0002-0309-
2348, sengulaydingun@kocaeli.edu.tr 2348, sengul19@gmail.com
b  Uzm. Arkeolog, Kocaeli Universitesi, Orcid No: 0000-0003- b M.A. Archaeologist, Kocaeli University, Orcid ID: 0000-

0395-5817, sercanongen@gmail.com 0003-0395-5817, sercanongen@gmail.com

163



164 Sengul Aydingun, Sercan Ongen

Especially in the east of the Sea of Marmara, the ancient ports around the gulf of Izmit, the ports of Nico-
medeia - Astakos / Olbia and the ports of Karamiirsel - Prainetos / Preietos are the places where important
commercial activities are carried out in the gulf. The ports have made the activity in Marmara alive both as
a military base and commercially. After the 11" century, with the Crusades and the Latins taking Constan-
tinople, the ports around the capital were completely disabled, while the ancient ports in the gulf of izmit
became stronger thanks to their connections with the interior of Anatolia.

Keywords:

Constantinopolis, Theodosius Port, Bathonea Port, Astakos/Olbia, Prainetos/Preietos.

GIRIS

Izmit Korfezi ve cevresi, dogal konumu ve cog-
rafi 6zellikleri nedeniyle insanlik tarihi boyunca
pek cok insan grubunun yasam igin tercih ettigi
bir konuma sahiptir. Ozellikle giivenli bir koy du-
rumu onun deniz ulagiminda 6ne ¢ikmasini sag-
lamigtir. Giiniimiizde tilkemizin en 6nemli liman
kentlerinden biri olan Kocaeli’nin binlerce yillik
gecmiginde hep liman kenti olarak tercih edilme-
si Ibni Haldun’un “Cografya Kaderdir” sozlerini
hatirlatir. Kocaeli’nin gegmiginin arastirilmasi
igin uzun yillardir Kocaeli Universitesi, Arkeoloji
Boliimii tarafindan yiiriitiilen yiizey arastirmalari
bolge kiiltiir tarihine 151k tutmaktadir. Bu calig-
malar, bilimsel arkeolojik kazilar ile desteklen-
melidir. Kocaeli kiiltiir tarihi ile ilgili gliniimiize
kadar miize kurtarma kazilar1 diginda detayl ve
uzun siireli bilimsel kazilar yapilmadigindan,
bolgenin tarihsel kronolojisi i¢in kesintili bilgiler
alinmustir. Kocaeli ile ilgili tarihsel ve kronolojik
bir calisma yapildiginda daha ¢ok Istanbul’da ya-
pilan kazilar referans alinmaktadir. izmit Korfe-
zi ve gevresi ile Istanbul’un her zaman yakinlhig
nedeniyle benzer tarihsel iliskisi vardir. Istanbul
Bogaz’nin Asya kiyilarindan izmit Kérfezi’ne
kadar olan boliimiin cografi olarak Kocaeli Yari-
madasi seklinde adlandirilmasi da bu nedenlerin
baginda gelmektedir. Bu yazida Istanbul’da son
yillarda ortaya ¢ikarilan ve ozellikle MS 5. - 11.
yiizyillar arasinda yogun faaliyet gosterdigi anla-
silan dnemli antik limanlardan Marmaray Projesi
kapsaminda yapilan Yenikapi1 kazilarinda ortaya
cikarilan Theodosius Limani ve Kocaeli Universi-
tesi adina Istanbul’da yiiriitiilen Bathonea Liman
kazilarindan kisaca bahsedilecektir. S6z konusu

INTRODUCTION

The gulf of Izmit and its surroundings, due to its
natural location and geographical features, has
been preferred by many groups of people for life
throughout human history. Especially the situation
of a safe bay Izmit has made it stand out in sea
transportation. The fact that Kocaeli, which is one
of the most important port cities of our country
today, has always been preferred as a port city for
thousands of years, reminds Ibn Haldun’s words
“Geography is destiny”. Surveys conducted by
Kocaeli University Archaeology Department for
many years to investigate the past of Kocaeli, shed
light on the cultural history of the region. These
studies should be supported by scientific archaeo-
logical excavations. Since detailed and long-term
scientific excavations were not conducted, apart
from the museum rescue excavations related to the
cultural history of Kocaeli, intermittent informa-
tion was obtained about the historical chronology
of the region. When a historical and chronological
study is made about Kocaeli, the excavations in
Istanbul are mostly taken as a reference. The gulf
of izmit and its surroundings have always had a
similar historical relationship with Istanbul due to
its proximity. One of these reasons is that the part
of the Asian shores of the Bosphorus to the gulf
of Izmit is geographically called the Kocaeli pen-
insula. In this article, the important ancient ports
that were discovered in Istanbul in recent years
and that were understood to be active especially
between the 5" and 11" centuries AD, the Theo-
dosius harbour unearthed during the excavations
of the Marmaray Project, and the Bathonea har-
bour excavations carried out. We will try to briefly
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limanlardaki MS 5. - 11. yiizyillar aras1 sosyal ve
ekonomik canliligm izmit Kérfezi gevresindeki
limanlar ile olmas1 gereken iliskisi kisaca aktar-
maya ¢aligilacaktir (Sek. 1).

istanbul Theodosius Liman

Asya ve Avrupa ile Istanbul’un iki yakasini de-
niz altindan birlestirmeyi amaglayan Marmaray
Projesi kapsaminda Istanbul’un Uskiidar, Sirkeci
ve Yenikapi alanlarinda istasyon ¢aligmalari si-
rasinda yapilan kazilarda arkeolojik verilere ula-
silmistir (Sek. 1-3). Istanbul Arkeoloji Miizeleri
Midiirliigiince kurtarma kazilaria doéniistiiriilen
alanlarda ortaya ¢ikarilan arkeolojik kiiltlir var-
liklari, kent arkeolojisi acisindan olduk¢a dnemli
olmustur. 2004 yilinda baslanilarak 2012 yilina
kadar siirdiiriilen kurtarma kazilar1 sirasinda ele
gegirilen buluntular sayesinde, Istanbul’un cekir-
dek yerlesim alani olan tarihi yarimadanin yasa-
dig1 jeolojik degisimlerin yaninda 8500 y1l geriye
giden sosyal, kiiltiirel ve sanatsal gelisimi de ay-
dinlatilmigtir. Bunun yami sira 6zellikle Yenika-
pr’da ortaya ¢ikarilan MS 5. - 12. yiizyillar arasina
tarihlenen otuz yedi adet gemi batig1 ile kentin bu
donemdeki yeme igme aligkanliklarinin yaninda
ticari hayati hakkinda da birgok yeni bilgiye ula-
stlmistir. Gemiler Constantinopolis’in uluslararasi
bir liman kenti olarak islevini, bu dénemde kul-
lanilan teknelerin yapim tekniklerini ve limanin
giinliik yagsamina 151k tutmustur.

Yenikap1 kazi alamindaki mimari kalintilar, Im-
parator 1. Theodosius Dénemi’ne (MS 379-395)
ait bir ticari antik limanmn varligmi kanitlamigtir
(Pulak, 2007: 202-215). S6z konusu liman, muh-
temelen Eleutherios Limani olarak var olan daha
eski bir limanin genisletirek {izerine kurulmus ve
daha sonralar1 yaygin adiyla Theodosius Limani
(Portus Theodosiacus) olarak kullanilmigtir (Miil-
ler Wiener, 2003: 8).

Marmara Denizi kiyisinda, Langa bostanlarinin
oldugu alana uzanan genisce bir korfezde yer alan
bu liman, Marmara Denizi nin hakim riizgar1 olan
poyraza karsi korunakli olarak planlanmistir. Li-
man, Bizans Doénemi’nde sur i¢indeki tek akarsu
olan antik Lykos Deresi (Bayrampasa Deresi) ag-
zinda kurulmustur. Istanbul’a Misir’dan tahil ve
zeytinyag gibi Uriinler getiren gemiler yiiklerini
bu limanda bosaltmaktadir. Liibnan’dan zeytinya-
&1 ve sarap, Girit ve kuzeydeki Paphlagonia’dan

describe the relationship between the social and
economic vitality of the ports in question between
the 5" and 11™ centuries AD and the ports around
the Izmit gulf and Constantinople (Fig. 1).

The Harbour of Theodosius at Istanbul

Archaeological data were found during the excava-
tions carried out during the station works in Istan-
bul’s Uskiidar, Sirkeci and Yenikap: areas within
the scope of the Marmaray Project, which aims
to connect the two sides of Istanbul with Asia and
Europe under the sea (Figs. 1-3). The archaeologi-
cal cultural assets unearthed in the areas converted
into salvage excavations by the Istanbul Archeolo-
gy Museums Directorate have been very important
in terms of urban archeology. Thanks to the finds
unearthed during the rescue excavations, which
started in 2004 and continued until 2012. The
geological changes experienced by the historical
peninsula, which is the core settlement area of Is-
tanbul, going back 8500 years have been clarified.

In addition, a lot of new information has been
reached about the commercial life of the city as
well as the eating and drinking habits of the city,
with the thirty-seven ship and boat wrecks dating
between the 5" - 12 centuries AD, especially un-
earthed in Yenikapi. The ships shed light on the
function of Constantinople as an international port
city, the construction techniques of the boats used
in this period, and the daily life of the port. Archi-
tectural remains in the Yenikapi excavation area
proved the existence of a commercial ancient port
belonging to the period of Theodosius I (379-395
AD) (Pulak, 2007: 202-215). The port in question
was built on an older port, which was probably
founded as Eleutherios harbour and was later used
as Theodosius harbour (Portus Theodosiacus)
(Miiller Wiener, 2003: 8).

Located on the shores of the Marmara, on a wide
gulf extending to the area where the Langa or-
chards are located, this port was planned to be
sheltered from the north wind, which is the dom-
inant wind of the Sea of Marmara. The port was
established at the mouth of the ancient Lykos
stream (Bayrampasa), which was the only river
inside the city walls during the Byzantine period.
Ships that bring products such as grain and olive
oil from Egypt to Istanbul unload their cargo at
this port. Olive oil and wine from Lebanon, cheese
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getirilen peynir kente gelen dnemli yiyeceklerdir.
Constantinopolis’ten ise daha ¢ok balik ve balik
tirlinleri, garum (balik sosu), kabuklu deniz {iriin-
leri gibi {iriinler pazarlanmaktadir (Baran Celik,
2007: 221). Ayrica kentin miicevher isgiligi ve
diger lilks zanaat iiriinleri dis pazarlarda oldukga
tercih edilmektedir. Misir’in 6nemli liman ken-
ti Aleksandreia’nin MS 641°de Araplar’in eline
geemesiyle Constantinopolis’e tahil sevkiyati
durmustur. Hem gelir hem de Constantinopolis’in
gida tedarigi i¢in hayati dneme sahip bu tarih,
genel olarak Geg Antik Cag’in sonu olarak kabul
edilmektedir (Ceylan, 2016: 535; Mitchell, 2016:
633-638). Liman bu yiizden bir kag ylizy1l 6nemi-
ni kaybetmis olmalidur.

MS 7. ylizyi1ldan sonra Akdeniz ¢evresinde gelis-
mis tim cografyada duran kent ekonomilerinin
MS 9. - 11. yiizyillarda tekrar canlandif1 goriil-
mektedir (Dagron, 2002: 393-461). Theodosius
Limani’nin, MS 11. yilizyilin baginda yeniden can-
landigin1 hem arkeolojik kanitlar hem de donemin
yazarlar tarafindan birakilan yazili belgelerden
anlamaktayiz. Donemin Tudela’li seyyahi Benja-
min’den her tiir tiiccarin Constantinopolis’e gel-
digini ve ticari hayatin yeniden canlandigim 6g-
renmekteyiz:

“Babil’den, Iran’dan, Musir’dan, Kenan iilkesin-
den, Rusya Kralligi’'ndan, Hazar dan, Macaris-
tan’dan, Lombard iilkesinden ve Ispanya’dan her
tiir tiiccar Constantinopolis’e gelirdi. Burasi ¢ok
giliriiltiilii patirdily bir kent... Diinya’da Bagdat di-
sinda boyle bir kent yok.... Constantinopolis te sa-
yisiz yapi var.... Biitiin Bizans topraklarindan bura-
ya vergi getirilir, kentin giinliik geliri diikkanlardan
ve deniz ve kara yoluyla gelen tiiccarlardan alinan
giimliik vergisi 20.000 altina ulasmaktadir”
(Tuledali Benjamin, 1907: 21-22)

Limanda yiiriitiilen kazilarda MS 11. yiizyilin so-
nunda limanin birden bire ekonomik ¢okiisii ele
gegen arkeolojik malzemeden ve MS 12. yiizyil-
dan sonraya ait tekne modelinin olmamasindan
anlagilmaktadir. Bu tarihte iistiinliik Italyan kent
devletlerinin, Latinlerin eline gegmis ve Bizans,
denizlerdeki giiciinii yeniden kaybetmistir (Asal,
2007: 180-189).

Kiiciikcekmece Lagiinii - Bathonea Limam
Istanbul’un Avrupa yakasinda Kiiciikkcekmece G&-
li'nlin batisinda, Avcilar ilgesinin Firuzkdy Ma-

brought from Krete and Paphlagonia in the north
are important foods coming to the city. On the
other hand, products such as fish and fish prod-
ucts, garum (fish sauce), shellfish are marketed
in Constantinople (Baran Celik, 2007: 221). In
addition, the city’s jewelry work and other luxu-
ry craft products are highly preferred in foreign
markets. With the capture of Alexandria, the im-
portant port city of Egypt, by the Arabs in 641 AD,
grain shipments to Constantinople stopped. This
date, which is vital for both the income and food
supply of Constantinople, is now accepted as the
end of Late Antiquity (Ceylan, 2016: 535; Mitch-
ell, 2016: 633-638). For this reason, the port must
have lost its importance for a few centuries.

After the 7% century AD, it is seen that the urban
economies, which stood in the entire developed ge-
ography around the Mediterranean, revived again
in the 9% - 11" centuries AD (Dagron, 2002: 393-
461). We understand from the archaeological evi-
dence and the written documents left by the writers
of the period that Theodosius harbour was also
revived at the beginning of the 11™ century AD.
We learn from Benjamin, the Tudela traveler of the
period, that all kinds of merchants came to Con-
stantinople and the commercial life was revived:

“All kinds of merchants came to Constantinople
from Babylon, Persia, Egypt, Canaan, the King-
dom of Russia, the Caspian, Hungary, the Lombard
country, and Spain. This is a very noisy city... There
is no such city in the world except Baghdad.... There
are countless buildings in Constantinople.... Taxes
are brought here from all Byzantine lands, the dai-
ly income of the city comes from the shops and the
merchants coming by sea and land. the customs tax
collected reaches 20,000 gold”

(Benjamin of Tuleda, 1907: 21-22)

The sudden economic collapse of the port at the
end of the 11" century AD during the excavations
carried out in the port is understood from the ar-
chaeological material uncovered and the absence
of a boat model from the 12 century AD. At this
date, the superiority of the Italian city-states passed
into the hands of the Latins, and Byzantium lost
its power in the seas again (Asal, 2007: 180-189).

Avcilar - Kiiciikcekmece Lagoon-Bathonea
Harbour
It is a harbour settlement located on the west of
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hallesi smirlar igerisinde yer alan, Alt Paleolitik
Cag’dan, Ge¢ Osmanli Dénemi’ne kadar insanlik
izleri tespit edildigi ve bu dénemlerin biiyiik bir
kisminda deniz ticaretinin varligini kanitlayan ve-
rilerin ortaya ¢iktig1 bir liman yerlesimidir (Aydin-
giin, 2017a).

Istanbul Tarihoncesi Arastirmalar1 (ITA) Projesi
kapsaminda, 2007 yilinda tespit edilmistir. 2009
yilinda Bakanlar Kurulu tarafindan alman karar
neticesinde, Kocaeli Universitesi Arkeoloji Bo-
liimii Ogretim Uyesi Prof. Dr. Sengiil Aydingiin
ve bilim ekibi tarafindan Kiiglikgekmece Gol
Havzas1 (Bathonea) Kazilar1 adiyla baslamis ve
stirdiiriilmektedir. Kazilarin ilerleyen siirecte tim
g6l havzasinda yapilmasi ve bolge icin toplu bir
degerlendirme imkani saglamasi beklenmektedir.
Yerlesimin yaklasik yedi km ¢apinda bir alan ige-
risinde, kuzeyinde Avrupa’nin ve Tiirkiye’nin en
eski insanlik yerlesimlerinden biri olan Yarim-
burgaz Magarasi (600.000 y1l), giineydogusunda
Rhegion, kuzeybatisinda Spradon antik yerlesim-
leri vardir. Ayrica on iki km batisinda Biiyiikgek-
mece GOli kiyisinda yer alan Athyra yerlesimi,
bulunan kiiltlir varliklari ile Bathonea buluntular:
ile benzerlik gostermektedir. Daha genis mesafe
araliginda ise doguda yaklagik 22 km mesafede
Byzantion/Constantinopolis (Istanbul) ve batida
ilk cagin 6nemli yerlesmeleri olan 40 km mesafe-
de Selymbria (Silivri) ve 70 km mesafede Herak-
leia (Marmara Ereglisi) yer almaktadir.

Ik cag yazarlarinin belirttigine gore, géle ku-
(Sazlidere)
akarsuyundan dolay1 bolgenin adinin Bathynias/

zeyden dokiilen antik Bathynias

Bathonea olarak gectigi ve Byzantion’a bagl bir
phyle oldugu sanilmaktadir (Eyice, 1977/78: 59;
Eyice, 1978: 2-10). Baz1 yazitlarda da Bathonea/
Bathys-Ryax adi gegmektedir. Bolgenin adinin,
Ik Cag’dan sonra degismis olabilecegi ve Orta
Cag’da daha ¢ok Rhegion igerisinde kaldig1 dii-
stiniilmektedir (Aydingiin, 2017b: 71). Ge¢ Antik
Cag yazarlarindan Myrinali Agathias, goliin By-
zantion’un bir demiryeri oldugunu belirtir (Agat-
hias, 1967: 113).

Kiglikgekmece Lagiinii igerisinde bir yarimada
iizerinde yer alan kazi alaninda, ti¢ farkli bolgede;
“Biiyiik Liman Bolgesi” (Sek. 5), “Kiiciik Liman
Bolgesi” (Sek. 6-7) ve “Sur ici Yapilarr” kazila-
r eszamanlt olarak gerceklestirilmektedir. Bu

Kiiciikgekmece Lake on the European side of Is-
tanbul, within the borders of Firuzkdy neighbour-
hood of Avcilar district, where traces of humanity
were detected from the Lower Paleolithic Age to
the Late Ottoman period and data revealing the ex-
istence of maritime trade in most of these periods
(Aydingiin, 2017a).

It was discovered in 2007 as part of the Istanbul
Prehistoric Studies (ITA) Project. As a result of
the decision taken by the Council of Ministers
in 2009, Kocaeli University Archeology Depart-
ment Faculty Member Prof. Dr. Sengiil Aydingiin
and her scientific team started and continues
under the name Kiigiikkgekmece Lake Basin
(Bathonea) Excavations. It is expected that the
excavations will be carried out in the entire lake
basin in the future and will provide a collective
evaluation opportunity for the region. Within
an area of approximately seven km in diameter,
there is the Yarimburgaz Cave (400,000 years),
one of the oldest human settlements in Europe
and Tirkiye in the north, Rhegion in the south-
east, and Spradon in the northwest. In addition,
the Athrya settlement, located twelve km west of
the Biiyiikcekmece lake, is similar to the Batho-
nea finds with its cultural assets. In the wider dis-
tance range, Byzantion/Constantinople (Istanbul)
at a distance of approximately 22 km in the east,
Selymbria (Silivri) at a distance of 40 km, and
Herakleia (Marmara Ereglisi) at a distance of 70
km in the west. These are important settlements
of the first age.

According to the writers of the first era, it is
thought that the name of the region was named
Bathynias/Bathonea due to the ancient Bathynias
stream (Sazlidere) pouring into the lake from the
north and it was a phyle connected to Byzantion
(Eyice, 1977/78: 59; Eyice, 1978: 2-10). In some
inscriptions, the name Bathonea/Bathys-Ryax
is mentioned. It is thought that the name of the
region may have changed after the First Age and
that it remained mostly at Rhegion in the Middle
Ages (Aydingiin, 2017b: 71). Agathias of Myrina,
one of the writers of the Late Antiquity, states that
the lake was an anchorage of Byzantion (Agathias,
1967: 113).

In the excavation area, which is located on a penin-
sula within the Kiigiikgekmece lagoon, excavations
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alanlarda yogunluk olarak, Ge¢ Antik Cag’a ait
yap1 kalintilar1 ortaya cikarilmakla birlikte Epi-
paleolitik, Canak Comleksiz ve Comlekli Neoli-
tik, Tung Cag1, Helenistik ve Roma Imparatorluk
Donemleri’ne ait kalintilar da ortaya ¢ikarilmistir.
Istanbul tarihinde, ilk kez MO 2. binyila tarihle-
nen, Hitit, Miken, Kibris ve Balkan eserlerinin ele
gecmesi ile dikkat ¢ekmistir. Kazilar halen siirdii-
riildiigii i¢in heniiz kesinlegsmemis olmakla birlik-
te, 6zellikle Saray-Manastir kompleksi olabilecek
Bazilikal Planli Apsisli bir yapt ve Martyrion ya-
pisinin varligi bu alanin kutsal bir yerlesim olarak
planlandigini gostermektedir. Kazilarda ele gegen
tip aletleri, binlerce adet pismis toprak ilag sisesi
pargasi, ila¢ yapiminda kullanilan havan ve ha-
vanelleri, Ge¢ Antik Cag’da bolgede ilag iiretim
merkezi olarak s6z edilen “Daphnusion”u isaret
etmektedir. Lagiin goliiniin korunakli yapis: se-
bebiyle ¢ok cesitli balik ve kuslara ev sahipligi
de yapmasi burasinin balik¢ilik ve kus eti igin
zengin bir bolge olmasini saglamistir. Kentlinin
en onemli ge¢im kaynaklarindan, dolayisiyla da
devletin vergi kaynaklarindan biri olan balik¢ilik
ve balik sosu, garum iiretimi burada yaygindir.
Yillik yiiz elli bin ton baligin burada tutuldugu
bilinmektedir (Deveciyan, 2006: 218; Bursa,
2010: 1-18). Limanin Osmanli Imparatorlugu
Donemi’nde de donanmaya tersane olarak hizmet
ettigi kazilarda ¢ikan malzemeye gore diisiiniil-
mektedir. Kii¢iikcekmece Lagiin Golii’nlin geg-
misten giinlimiize kadar siirekli Marmara Denizi
ile baglantili olmasindan dolay1 korunakli bir i¢
liman olarak kullanildig1 anlagilmaktadir (Aydin-
giin, 2018: 273-274).

Bathonea Limant’nin uluslararas: ticari faaliyet-
lerinin MS 5. yilizyilda zirve yaptigi ancak, MS
7. ylzyilin ikinci yarisindan sonra birden azaldi-
&1, Theodosius limani gibi ayni kaderi paylastigi
anlagilmaktadir. Akdeniz ilkeleri ile ticareti faa-
liyetlerin kanitlarindan olan amphora ve unguan-
terium gibi malzemenin birden kesilmesi bu du-
ruma agiklik getirmektedir. Bu donemde yasanan
depremler gibi doga olaylar1 Bizans cografyasinda
oldukea zorlu giinlerin baglamasina neden olmus-
tur. Ayn1 yiizyilda Bizans devletinin basi giliney-
de Arap ve Sasani batida ise Bulgar kavimleri
ile derde girmistir (Ostrogorsky, 2015: 102-114).
Ozellikle tim Akdeniz’de Misir, Kibris, Rodos
gibi yerlerin Araplarin hakimiyetine gegmesi bu
donemdeki en Onemli ticari ¢okiisii yaratmistir.

are carried out at the same time in three different
regions; the “Great Harbour Area” (Fig. 5), the
“Small Port Area” (Figs. 6-7), and the “Construc-
tions walled”. In these areas, building remains be-
longing to the Late Antiquity have been unearthed,
but also artifacts from the Epipalaeolithic, Pre-Pot-
tery Neolithic and Pottery Neolithic, Bronze Age,
Hellenistic, and Roman Imperial Periods. In the
history of Istanbul, it attracted attention with the
discovery of Hittite, Mycenaean, Cyprus and Bal-
kan findings dating to the 2™ millennium BC for
the first time. Although the excavations are still on-
going, it has not been finalized yet, but the presence
of a basilica planned apse and Martyrion structure,
which may be a palace-monastery complex, shows
that this area was planned as a sacred settlement.
The medical instruments found during the excava-
tions, thousands of fragments of terracotta medi-
cine bottles, pestles and pestles used in medicine,
point to “Daphnusion”, which was mentioned as
a medicine production center in the region in the
Late Antiquity. Due to the sheltered nature of the
lagoon lake, it also hosts a wide variety of fish and
birds, making this a rich area for fishing and bird
meat. Fishing and fish sauce garum production,
which is one of the most important livelihoods of
the city and therefore one of the tax sources of the
state, is widespread here. It is known that a hun-
dred and fifty tons of fish are kept here annually
(Deveciyan, 2006: 218; Bursa, 2010: 1-18). It is
thought that the port served as a shipyard for the
navy during the Ottoman Empire, according to the
materials found in the excavations. It is understood
that Kiicilkcekmece lagoon lake has been used as a
sheltered inner harbour since it has been constantly
connected with the Sea of Marmara from past to
present (Aydingiin 2018: 273-274).

It is understood that the international commercial
activities of the Bathonea port peaked in the 5%
century AD, but declined abruptly after the second
half of the 7" century AD, and shared the same
fate as the port of Theodosius. The sudden cutting
of materials such as amphorae and unguentaria,
which are evidences of trade activities with Med-
iterranean countries, clarifies this situation. Natu-
ral events such as earthquakes experienced in this
period caused the beginning of very difficult days
in Byzantine geography. In the same century, the
head of the Byzantium state got into trouble with
the Arab and Sassanid tribes in the south and the
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Istanbul’un temel tahil ihtiyacimin, zeytinyaginin
karsilandig1 Misir’dan ve diger Akdeniz limanla-
rindan yiiklenmis gemiler gelmemeye baglamistir.
Ayrica Kibris bakirt ve Uzakdoguya kadar uzanan
ticarette kiymetli kumaslar, yar1 kiymetli taglar,
Afrika’dan abanoz, fildisi, deve kusu yumurtasi ile
yapilmis liiks prestij tirinlerinin tagindig1 gemile-
rin artik limana ugramamasi, Theodosius Limani
gibi Bathonea’nin da hareketli ticaret hayatinin
sonmesine neden olmustur. Bathonea Limani ile
Istanbul Theodosius Limaninin arasidaki mesa-
fe 20 km’dir. Uzak yoldan gelen tekneler i¢in ana
merkez olan Istanbul’a varmadan ya da oradan
ayrildiktan sonra batiya dogru ilk ugrayacaklart li-
man olmasindan dolay: ayn: dénemin ortak ticari
hareketliligini yagamalart dogaldr.

Roma Imparatorlugu siirlarinda yer alan bazi
biiylik kentlerin temel gida maddeleri agisindan
desteklenmesini saglayacak uygulamalar Annona
Civicia ve Annona Militaris sistemleridir (Kara,
2019: 24-28). Bu sistemlerden ilki kentli halki
digeri ise askeri giicleri, diger eyaletlerden vergi
kargiliginda ayni olarak alman iiriinlerin, biiyiik/
6nemli ya da ihtiyaci olan kentlere ve askeri gar-
nizonlara aktarildig1 sanilmaktadir. Bu ihtiyacin
yasandig1 ve siireklilik gosterdigi sanilan yegane
kentin, bagkent Constantinopolis oldugu sdylene-
bilir. Constantinopolis’in bagkent oldugu siirecte
ingaa faliyetleriyle birlikte biiylimekte oldugu ve
iist tabakadan insanlarin yerlestirildigi bilinmek-
tedir (Gregory, 2008: 67; Mitchell, 2016: 444;
Grant, 2000: 19-20). Kente gelen iist sinif kisilerin
yaninda, kentte siire giden ingaatlarin ¢aliganlar
da doyurulmasi gereken kisiler olmalidir. Ken-
te yerlesmenin ¢ogalmasi ve kentin geligimi igin
uygulanan tesvik uygulamalarindan biri kuskusuz
ki iicretsiz ekmek ve tahil dagitimiydi. Bunun-
la birlikte, cesitli smifsal diizeylerdeki niifusun
ihtiyaglar1 dahilindeki yagsamsal ve likks gida/her
tiirlii Girliniin de kesintisiz bigimde buraya tagin-
mig olmasi gerekmektedir (Grant, 2000: 19-20;
Mitchell, 2016: 444). Bagkenti korumak i¢in Tusti-
nianus déneminde Constantinopolis’te 70.000 as-
kerin mevcut oldugu da bilinmektedir (Prokopius,
SH, xxiii, 24). Roma Imparatorlugu’nun kentlilik
anlayisi olarak Latince civitas, Yunanca polis ad-
landirmasi, kent ve kentin gida ihtiyaglarint gi-
deren arka plandaki kirsali da barmdirmaktadir.
Roma’nin tiim hakimiyet alanina yayilmig kentler
birbirine yakin konumlanmislardir. Niifuslari-

Bulgarian tribes in the west (Ostrogorsky, 2015:
102-114). Especially in the entire Mediterranean,
the domination of places such as Egypt, Cyprus,
and Rhodes by the Arabs created the most im-
portant commercial collapse in this period. Ships
loaded from Egypt and other Mediterranean ports,
where Istanbul’s basic grain needs and olive oil
are met, stopped coming. In addition, the fact that
the ships carrying precious fabrics, semi-precious
stones, ebony, ivory, and ostrich eggs from Africa
in the trade extending to Cyprus copper and the
Far East no longer stop at the port. Like the port
of Theodosius, it caused the bustling commercial
life of Bathonea to fade. The distance between Ba-
thonea port and Istanbul Theodosius port is 20 km.
[t is natural for them to experience the common
commercial activity of the same period since it is
the first port of call towards the west after arriving
in or leaving Istanbul, which is the main center for
boats coming from a long way.

The implementation that will provide support for
some big cities in the Roman Empire in terms of
basic foodstuffs is annona civicia and annona mil
itaris systems (Kara, 2019: 24-28). It is thought
that the first of these systems is the citizens of the
city, the other is the military forces, and the prod-
ucts taken in kind from other states in return for
taxes are transferred to large/important or needy
cities and military garrisons. It can be said that
the only city where this need was experienced
and thought to be continuous was the capital Con-
stantinople. It is known that Constantinople was
growing with the construction activities during
the period when it was the capital and people from
the upper classes were settled (Gregory, 2008:
67; Mitchell, 2016: 444; Grant, 2000: 19-20). In
addition to the upper-class people who come to
the city, the workers of the ongoing constructions
in the city should also be people who need to be
fed. Undoubtedly, one of the incentive practic-
es applied for the increase of settlement and the
development of the city was the distribution of
free bread and grain. However, vital and luxury
food/all kinds of products within the needs of the
population at various class levels should be trans-
ported here uninterruptedly (Grant, 2000: 19-20;
Mitchell, 2016: 444). 1t is also known that there
were 70,000 soldiers in Constantinople during the
reign of Justinian to protect the capital (Procopius,
SH, xxiii, 24). The Latin civitas, the Greek polis
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nin ¢ogunlukla, 10.000 alt1 oldugu bilinmektedir
(Mitchell, 2016: 440-441).

Costantinopolis yakinlarindaki Theodosius ve
Bathonea/Rhegion gibi biiyiik limanlar da benzer
ozelliklere sahip bigimde arka planda biiyiik bir
niifusu besleyen kirsal yerlesimleri olan limanlar
olmalidir. Izmit Kérfezi’ndeki Nikomedia’da eski
bir bagkent oldugu i¢in Astakos Liman1 Marmara
Denizi’nin en dogusundaki en bilyiik limandir ve
geri planda Anadolu’nun karasal kentleriyle bag-
lantilari vardir. S6z konusu limanlar MS 7. yiizy1-
lin ikinci yarisindan sonra Akdeniz’le kesilen ti-
caret sonucunda mecburen daha ¢ok Marmara’nin
cevresindeki i¢ limanlarla yapilan yerel ticaret 6n
plana ¢ikmigtir. Bu da daha ¢ok kereste ve odun
yaninda bir-iki giinliik seyir ile yiiriitiilebilen taze
sebze, meyve, giinlilk pazar aligverisi bigiminde
olmalidir. Bu durum ekonomik olarak boélgenin
refah seviyesinin kiigiilmesinin gostergesidir. MS
7. yiizyildan sonra Bizans’1n baskentinde sik tiike-
tilen baklagiller, sebze, kavun, karpuz, vigsne, elma
dut, incir, kayisi, iiziim, ceviz, findik gibi iiriinler
i¢c pazarda kabul gérmektedir (Nemlioglu Koca,
2015: 835). Izmit Korfezi gevresinde bol miktarda
yetisen soz konusu taze iriinler, bagkentin ihti-
yacini karsilamaktadir. Bunun igin taze triinlerin
hizl1 bir sekilde gonderilmesi gerekmektedir. Ka-
ramiirsel’de kestane ve findik agacindan tiretilmis
yarim koniyi andiran kiiciik boyutlu standart se-
petlerin bu donemde &nem kazanmis olmasi ge-
rekir. Bu sepetler, hafif ve kolay tasinabilir ve de
amphoray1 andiran konik dip bi¢imiyle taze seb-
ze ve meyve gibi triinlerin sevkiyatinda kolaylik
saglamis olmalidir (Sek. 10). Ozellikle de agir ve
pahali iiretimler olan amphoralarin yerini almig
olmasi gerekir. Deniz tagimaciliginda konik dip-
ler ideal formlar olarak kabul edilir. Bu sepetlerde
giinliik yumurta, kiimes hayvanlar1 gibi {iriinle-
rin taginmasi da oldukga kolaydir. Kazilarda MS
7. - 9. ylizyillar arasinda iiretilmis amphoralarin
cok az sayida ele gegmesi bu donemlerde Kara-
miirsel sepeti tarzindaki organik tasima kaplarmin
kullanildigini diisiinmemize neden olmustur. Mar-
maray Projesi kapsamindaki Teodosius Limani
kazilarinda iginde kiraz ¢ekirdegi dolu olan bir se-
petin (Sek. 4) bulunmasi bu dnerimizi de destekle-
mektedir (Kiziltan, 2014: 18). Korfez ¢evresinde
iretilmis triinlerin de Bathonea ve Theodosius
Limanlari’na Karamiirsel’in antik limanindan dan
yola ¢ikmis olmasi beklenilmektedir.

name, as the urban understanding of the Roman
Empire, also includes the city and the countryside
in the background that meets the food needs of
the city. The cities spread over the entire domin-
ion area of Rome were located close to each other.
It is known that their population is mostly below
10,000 (Mitchell, 2016: 440-441).

Large ports such as Theodosius and Bathonea/
Rhegion near Constantinople should have similar
characteristics, with rural settlements feeding a
large population in the background. As an ancient
capital in Nicomedeia in the gulf of Izmit, Asta-
kos port is the largest port in the easternmost part
of the Sea of Marmara and has links with the ter-
restrial cities of Anatolia in the background. As a
result of the trade with the Mediterranean after the
second half of the 7" century AD, the local trade
with the inner ports around the Marmara has come
to the fore. This should be in the form of fresh
vegetables, fruits, daily market shopping, which
can be carried out with a one or two day cruise be-
sides timber and wood. This is an indication of the
economic decline of the region’s welfare level. Af-
ter the 7™ century AD, products such as legumes,
vegetables, melons, watermelons, sour cherries,
apples, mulberries, figs, apricots, grapes, walnuts
and hazelnuts, which were frequently consumed
in the capital of Byzantium, were accepted in the
domestic market (Nemlioglu Koca, 2015: 835).
These fresh products, which were grown in abun-
dance around the gulf of izmit, meet the needs of
the capital. For this, fresh products must be sent
quickly. Small-sized standard baskets resembling
a half-cone made of chestnut and hazelnut trees in
Karamiirsel must have gained importance in this
period. These baskets should have facilitated the
shipment of products such as fresh vegetables and
fruits with their light and easily transportable con-
ical bottom shape resembling an amphora. (Fig.
10). It must have taken the place of amphoras,
which are especially heavy and expensive pro-
ductions. Conical bottoms are considered ideal
forms in maritime transport. It is also very easy
to transport products such as daily eggs and poul-
try in these baskets. The fact that very few am-
phorae produced between the 7" and 9™ centuries
AD were found during the excavations led us to
think that organic transport containers in the style
of Karamiirsel basket were used during these pe-
riods. The discovery of a basket filled with cher-
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Bathonea Limani, MS 9. - 11. yiizyillar arasinda
kuzeyden gelen Viking ve Varangianlar ile yeni-
den canlanmistir. Bu kez Baltik iilkeleri ile can-
It bir ticari donemin varligi, kazilarda ele gecen
amber, kemik ve bronz eserlerle kendini kanitla-
maktadir (Stanistawski, 2017: 499-517). MS 12.
yiizyildan itibaren Theodosius Limant ile ayn1 ka-
deri paylastif1 anlasilan Bathonea Limaninin La-
tin istilas1 sonrasi kullanilmadigi, uzun siire terk
edildigi anlagilmaktadir. Osmanli Dénemi’nde ise
g0li cepecevre saran tag terash kiyilarin ve bazi
kiy1 yapilarinin tersane olarak kullanildigi sanil-
maktadir.

IZMIT KORFEZI LIMANLARI

Nikomedeia — Astakos (Olbia)

Istanbul ¢evresindeki limanlardan sonra Marmara
Denizi’nin dogusundaki en énemli limanlar Izmit
Korfezi’ndeki Astakos/Astakenos ve Nikomedeia
antik limanlaridir. Gliniimiizde Karamiirsel olarak
adlandirilan ilgenin yakinlarinda ise Prainetos/
Preietos limani yer almustir. Izmit Korfezi’nin,
hemen giineybatisinda ise kiy1 yerlesimi Drepa-
na-Helenopolis (Yalova-Hersek) bulunur (Oztiirk,
2016: 61).

Bu limanlardan Nikomedeia bir merkezi aktarma
limam gérevi gdrmiistiir. Kent Istanbul, Bursa
ve I¢ Anadolu’yla kara yolu baglantilari, verimli
tarim alanlar1 ve dogal liman1 sayesinde tarih bo-
yunca énemli bir konumdadir.

Kentin ilk kuruldugu Yunan kolonizasyonunun
temel giicli olan ticaret ve denizciligin sehrin ku-
rulus doneminde etkili oldugunu, ardindan Asta-
kos (Olbia) liman faaliyetlerinin yogunlastigini
gormekteyiz. Bithynia Kralligi doneminde Niko-
medeia deniz ticareti, gemi yapimi ve balik¢ilik-
la gelismistir. Korfez donanma giiciiyle one ¢ik-
mistir. Bélge, Roma Imparatorlugu egemenligine
girdikten sonra Augustus Donemi’nde kullanilan
Darica-Dil Iskelesi kesimindeki limana ragmen,
ozellikle firtinali havalarda dogu kesimindeki li-
man, Istanbul’a gelen yiik ve yolcu gemilerinin en
giivenilir barmagidir. Kaynaklardan Roma fmpa-
ratorluk Donemi’nde Nikomedeia’da artan deniz
ticaretine bagli olarak surlarin, limanin ve tersa-
nenin genisletildigi anlagilmaktadir. Sakarya Neh-
ri lizerinden yapilan nehir tasimacili§i sayesinde
Karadeniz’e agilarak, kuzeyindeki Kerpe (Calpe)
ve Kefken’in gelismesini saglamistir.

ry seeds (Fig. 4) during the Theodosius harbour
excavations also supports our proposal (Kiziltan,
2014: 18). The products around the bay must have
been sent to the ports of Bathonea and Theodosius
from the ancient port of Prainetos (Karamiirsel).

Bathonea harbour was revived with Vikings and
Varangians arriving from the north between the 9
and 11" centuries AD. This time, the existence of a
lively trade period with the Baltic countries proves
itself with the amber, bone, and bronze artifacts
found in the excavations (Stanistawski, 2017: 499-
517). It is understood that the Bathonea port, which
seems to have shared the same fate with the port of
Theodosius since the 12" century AD, was not used
after the Latin invasion and was abandoned for a
long time. In the Ottoman period, it is thought that
the stone terraced shores surrounding the lake and
some coastal structures were used as shipyards.

PORT OF THE GULF OF iZMiT
Nicomedia-Astakos (Olbia)

After the ports around Istanbul, the most import-
ant ports in the east of the Marmara are the an-
cient ports of Astakos/Astakenos, Nikomedeia,
in the gulf of Izmit. The Prainetos/Preietos port
was located near the town, which is now called
Karamiirsel. To the southwest of the gulf of Izmit,
the coastal settlement of Drepana-Helenopolis
(Yalova-Hersek) is located (Oztiirk, 2016: 61).

Among these ports, Nikomedeia served as a cen-
tral transfer port. The city has been in an important
position throughout history thanks to its highway
connections with Istanbul, Bursa, and Central
Anatolia, fertile agricultural areas and natural har-
bour.

We see that trade and maritime, which were the
main forces of Greek colonization when the city
was first established, were effective in the found-
ing period of the city, and then port activities in-
tensified in Astakos/Olbia. During the period of
the Bithynia Kingdom, Nicomedeia developed
with sea trade, shipbuilding, and fishing. The gulf
has come to the fore with its naval power. Despite
the port on the Darica-Dil Iskelesi section, which
was used during the Augustus period after the re-
gion came under Roman rule, the port in the east-
ern part is the most reliable shelter for cargo and
passenger ships coming to Istanbul, especially in
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Karamiirsel - Prainetos / Preietos Liman1
Karamiirsel ilgesinin bulundugu alanda Antik-
¢ag’da kurulmus Prainetos veya diger benzer
isimlerle anilan yerlesimin, ilk ne zaman kuruldu-
gu veya bu alanin ilk kimler tarafindan iskan edil-
digi kesin olarak bilinmese de, Fenikeliler tarafin-
dan kurulduguna dair bir bilgi ve Thrak kdkenli
Bithyn halki tarafindan yerlesim gordiigiine dair
genel fikirler mevcuttur (Oztiirk, 2016: 63-64).

Prainetos, Constantinopolis, Nikaia ve Nikome-
deia’nmn (Izmit) ortasinda yer almis, konum agi-
sindan 6nemli bir gegis noktasi ve kiy1 yerlesimi
ozelligiyle de bir durak olarak 6nem kazanmistr.
Once Roma Imparatoru Diocletianus MS 286°da
Nikomedeia kentini Roma Imparatorlugu’nun
dogu kesiminin bagkenti ilan etmis ve kenti imar
ettirmistir. Hemen ardindan ise Roma Imparatoru
I. Constantinus’un MS 330°da Byzantion’u (fstan-
bul) imparatorlugun baskenti yapmasi ve yeniden
yapilandirmasi, sadece bu kentlerin degil ayn za-
manda bu bdlgede bulunan diger yerlesimlerin de
her anlamda 6nem kazanmasina vesile olmustur.
Prainetos liman yerlesiminin esas dnemini MS 5.
yiizy1ldan sonra kazandigi goriiliir. Prainetos, bu
donemin iki 6nemli kenti Constantinopolis ile Ni-
kaia arasindaki yol agmin iizerinde kalmaktadir.
Constantionopolis, Khalkedon (Kadikdy) ve Kh-
rysopolis’ten (Uskiidar) Nikaia’ya ulagmak igin
korfezi dolasarak karayolunun kullanilmasindan
ziyade, deniz yoluyla dnce Drepana-Helenopolis
veya Prainetos’a, oradan da karayoluyla Nikaia’ya
ulagilmigtir. Boylece Prainetos limaninin ticari
olarak tiiccarlarin, sivil olarak yolcu ve seyyah-
larin, askeri ulasim olarak da Dogu Roma ordusu
tarafindan kullanilmustir (Oztiirk, 2016: 62). Bu
oOzelliginin yan1 sira kentin bir 6nemli 6zelligi de
dini bir piskoposluk merkezi olmasidir.!

Arap ve Tiirk akinlarinin devam ettigi MS 8. - 11.
yiizyillar arasinda Constantiopolis ve Bogaz ya-
kinlarindaki limanlarin tam tersine, Izmit Korfe-
zi’'ndeki antik limanlar stratejik konumlar1 nede-
niyle daha gii¢lenmistir. Limanlar askeri {is olarak
da kullanilmistir. Hagli Seferleri sirasinda ticareti

1 MS 5. yiizyil kilise tarihgisi Sokrates (Socrates Scholasticus)
“Historia Ecclesiastica” (Kilise Tarihi) adli eserinde “Prenetos”
adiyla tanimladig1 kentin, Nikomedeia’nin karsisinda yer alan

bir emporion (ticaret kolonisi) oldugunu ve ayrica burasinin
onemli kilise babalarindan Constantinopolis baspiskoposu Ioannes
Khrysostomos’un (MS c. 347-407) yasadig: siirgiin yeri oldugunu
belirtir. Socr. Hist. Eccl. VI 16.

stormy weather. It is understood from the sources
that the walls, port, and shipyard were expand-
ed due to the increasing sea trade in Nicomedeia
during the Roman Imperial period. Thanks to the
river transport made over the Sakarya river, it
opened to the Black Sea and provided the devel-
opment of Calpe (Kerpe) and Kefken in the north.

Karamiirsel/Prainetos / Preietos Port

Although it is not known exactly when the settle-
ment, which was founded in Antiquity in the area
where the Karamiirsel district is located, was called
Prainetos or with other similar names, or by whom
this area was first inhabited, there is information
that it was founded by the Phoenicians and general
ideas that it was settled by the Bithyn people of
Thracian origin available (Oztiirk, 2016: 63-64).

Located in the middle of Prainetos, Byzantion/
Constantinople, Nicaea, and Nicomedeia (Izmit),
it gained importance as an important transit point
in terms of location and a stop with its coastal set-
tlement feature. First, the Roman Emperor Diocle-
tian declared the city of Nicomedeia the capital of
the eastern part of the Roman Empire in 286 AD
and had the city rebuilt. Immediately after, Con-
stantine made Byzantion (Istanbul) the capital of
the empire and restructured it under the name of
Constantinople in 330 AD and this helped not only
these cities, but also other settlements. It is seen
that the Prainetos port settlement gained its main
importance after the 5 century AD. Prainetos is
on the road network between Constantinople and
Nicaea, the two important cities of this period.
Rather than using the highway to travel around the
bay to reach Nicaea from Constantinople, Chalce-
don (Kadikdy) and Khrysopolis (Uskiidar), it was
first reached to Drepana-Helenopolis or Prainetos
by sea, and then to Nicaea by road. Thus, the port
of Prainetos was used commercially by merchants,
civilian passengers, and travelers, and by the East-
ern Roman Empire army as military transportation
(Oztiirk, 2016: 62). In addition to this feature, an-
other important feature of the city is that it is a
religious and episcopal center.!

1 5™ century AD church historian Socrates (Socrates Scholasti-
cus) described the city as “Prenetos” in his Historia Ecclesiastica
(Church History), and that the city was an emporion (trade colony)
located opposite Nicomedeia, and that this place was also named
after one of the important church fathers, loannes Chrysostomos,
the archbishop of Constantinople. (AD ca. 347-407) indicates that
he lived in exile (Socr. Hist. Eccl. VI 16.).
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duran Istanbul limanlaria ragmen korfez liman-
lar1 Dogu’yla baglantida daha giivenli konuma
gelmistir. Latinler’in Istanbul’u ele gecirmesin-
den sonra limanlardaki uluslararasi ticaret bitmis
ve limanlar terk edilmistir. Boylece Marmara’da
deniz ticareti iyice doguya kaymistir. Batidan
gelen tekneler Giliney Marmara kiyilarini takip
ederek en dogudaki zmit Korfezi ve gevresinde-
ki limanlara ulagmiglardir. Yine bu dénemde kara
yollar1 ticareti 6n plana ¢ikmistir. Batida Fransa
Bordeaux’dan bagslayarak doguda Kudiis’e va-
ran kara yolunda Izmit Kérfezi deniz ile karanin
bulustugu bir kdse konumunda 6nemli bir gorev
iistlenmistir (Nemlioglu Koca, 2015: 835). Kara-
miirsel’deki liman da Iznik, Yalova-Bursa hattin-
dan Kocaeli merkezine uzanan deniz ulagiminin
kiigiik bir ayagi olarak hizmete devam etmistir
(Sek. 8-9).

SONUC

MO 7. yiizyildan itibaren ézellikle iiggen yelke-
ne sahip gemilerin deniz ulagimina katilmasiyla
Akdeniz-Ege-Karadeniz hattinda giiclii bir ticaret
baglamistir. Daha oOnceleri Karadeniz’den gelen
ve debisi yedi km’ye varan giiglii akint1 yaninda
keskin girintili ¢ikintili donemecleri sebebiyle ¢ok
zor gegilen Istanbul Bogazi, yelkenli gemilerle
astlmistir. Boylece Karadeniz ile Akdeniz tilkeleri
arasinda hem ciddi bir ticaret hem de kiiltiirel bag-
lant1 saglannustir. Bu ticaret dzellikle Istanbul’un
Constantinopolis olarak Roma’nin bagkenti yapil-
masindan sonra artarak devam etmis ve MS 5. - 6.
yiizyillarda zirve yapmustir. MS 7. yiizyilin ikinci
yarisindan itibaren yasanan doga olaylar1 ve siyasi
olaylar Akdeniz Diinyasindaki ¢okiisli getirmis,
dolayistyla Karadeniz’le geligen ticari iligkiler za-
yiflamistir. Bu siiregte Marmara Denizi’nde i¢ ha-
reketlenme baslamistir. Istanbul Bogaz1’nin dogu-
sundaki Izmit Koérfezi’ndeki limanlar ile i¢ ticaret
gelismistir. Izmit Kérfezi gerisindeki kara yolu ti-
caretiyle Anadolu ve Mezopotamya’ya kadar uza-
nan hattan gelen Uriinler bagkentin ihtiyaglarini
kargilamistir. MS 9. - 11. yilizyillar arasinda Kuzey
Avrupa’dan Tuna Nehri yoluyla inen fskandinav-
lar (Viking ve Varangianlar) ve Karadeniz’in ku-
zey kiylarindan gelen ticaret ile yeniden yogun bir
deniz ticareti yagsanmistir. MS 11. yiizyildan sonra
baskentin cevresindeki limanlar, Hagli Seferleri
ve Latinlerin Constantinopolis’i ele gegirmesiyle
tamamen devre dis1 kalmgtir. Izmit Korfezi’ndeki
antik limanlar stratejik konumlar1 nedeniyle tek-

In contrast to the ports near Constantiopolis and
the Bosphorus between the 8" and 11™ centuries
AD, when Arabic and Turkish raids continued, the
ancient ports in the gulf of Izmit became stronger
due to their strategic location. The ports were also
used as military bases. Despite the Istanbul ports,
whose trade stopped during the Crusades, the gulf
ports became more secure in connection with the
east. After the Latins captured Istanbul, interna-
tional trade in the ports ended and the ports were
abandoned. Thus, maritime trade in Marmara has
shifted to the east. Boats coming from the west fol-
lowed the southern Marmara shores and reached
the easternmost gulf of Izmit and the ports around
it. Again in this period, road trade came to the fore.
The gulf of Izmit, on the highway starting from
Bordeaux, France in the west, and reaching Jerusa-
lem in the east, played an important role as an im-
portant corner where the sea and land meet (Nem-
lioglu Koca, 2015: 835). The port in Karamiirsel
continued to serve as a small pillar of the sea trans-
portation stretching from the Iznik, Yalova-Bursa
line to the center of Kocaeli (Figs. 8-9).

CONCLUSION

Since the 7t century BC, especially with the partic-
ipation of ships with triangular sails-canvas in sea
transportation, a strong trade started on the Medi-
terranean-Aegean-Black Sea line. The Bosphorus,
which was very difficult to pass due to the strong
current coming from the Black Sea and the flow of
up to seven km, as well as its sharp indented turns,
has been crossed by sailing ships. Thus, a serious
trade and cultural connection were established be-
tween the Black Sea and the Mediterranean coun-
tries. This trade continued to increase especially
after Istanbul was made the capital of Rome as
Constantinople and peaked in the 5" - 6" centu-
ries AD. The natural events and political events
experienced since the second half of the 7" cen-
tury AD brought the collapse in the Mediterranean
world, so the commercial relations with the Black
Sea weakened. In this process, internal movements
started in the Sea of Marmara. Internal trade has
developed with the ports in the gulf of Izmit, east
of the Bosphorus. The products coming from the
line extending as far as Anatolia and Mesopotamia
with the land trade behind the gulf of Izmit met the
needs of the capital. Between the 9™ and 11" cen-
turies AD, there was an intense sea trade with the
Scandinavians (Viking and Varangians) descend-
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rardan giliglenmistir. Limanlar hem askeri iis ola-
rak hem de ticari olarak Marmara’daki aktiviyeyi
canli kilmistir.

ing from Northern Europe via the Danube river
and the trade coming from the northern shores of
the Black Sea. After the 11™ century AD, the ports
around the capital were completely disabled by
the Crusades and the Latins’ capture of Constan-
tinople. The ancient ports in the gulf of Izmit were
strengthened again due to their strategic location.
The ports have made the activity in Marmara alive
both as a military base and commercially.
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Sek. 1: Istanbul ve Izmit Kérfezi Limanlari (Cizim: H. Aydingiin)
Fig. 1: Istanbul and Izmit Bay Harbours (Drawing: H. Aydingiin)
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Sek. 2: Yenikap1 Kaz1 Alani - Theodosius Limani (Ozcait - Kocabas, 2010: 4-3)
Fig. 2: Yenikap1 Excavation Site - Theodosius Harbour (Ozcait - Kocabas, 2010: 4-3)
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Sek. 3: Theodosius Limani kazilarinda ortaya ¢ikarilan MS 9. yiizyila tarihlenen YK 12 Batig1
(Ozsait - Kocabas, 2010: 30-12)

Figs. 3: YK 12 shipwreck dated to the 9" century AD, unearthed during the excavations of
Theodosius Harbour (Ozsait - Kocabag, 2010: 30-12)

Sek. 4: YK 12 batigi/teknesinde ortaya ¢ikarilan kiraz ¢ekirdegi dolu sepet (Baran Celik, 2007: 224, Res. 15)
Fig. 4: Basket full of cherry seeds unearthed in the YK 12 shipwreck/boat (Baran Celik, 2007: 224, Res.15)
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Sek. 5: Bathonea - Biiyiik Liman (Aydingiin, 2017a: 62, Res. 94)
Fig. 5: Bathonea — The Great Harbour (Aydingiin, 2017a: 62, Res. 94)

Sek. 6: Bathonea - Kiigiik Liman (Aydingiin, 2017a: 42, Res. 48)
Fig. 6: Bathonea - The Small Harbour (Aydingiin, 2017a: 42, Res. 48)



MS 5. - 1. YUzyillari Arasinda Istanbul Bathonea, Theodosius ve izmit Kérfezi Antik Limanlarinin Rolu
The Role of the Ancient Harbours of Avcilar Bathonea and Theodosius Between the 5% - 11" centuries AD in the Marmara Sea 179

Sek. 7: Bathonea - Kiigiik Liman Yolu kazist (Aydingiin, 2017a: 43, Res. 49)
Fig. 7: Bathonea - Excavation of the Small Harbour Road (Aydingiin, 2017a: 43, Res. 49)
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Sek.8: Karamiirsel Kiyist ve Liman - 1930’1ar (Fotograf: Karamiirsel Cevre ve Kiiltiir Dernegi
Fotograf Arsivi)
Fig. 8: Karamiirsel Coast and Harbour - 1930s (Photograph: Association of the Karamiirsel
Cevre ve Kiiltiir Photograph Archive)
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Sek. 9: Karamiirsel - Yolcu Iskelesi (Fotograf: Karamiirsel Cevre ve Kiiltiir Dernegi Fotograf Arsivi)

Fig. 9: Karamiirsel - Passenger Pier (Photograph: Association of the Karamiirsel Cevre ve Kiiltiir Photograph Archive)

Sek. 10: Karamiirsel Sepeti / Sepet¢iligi (Fotograf: Karamiirsel Cevre ve Kiiltiir Dernegi Fotograf Arsivi)

Fig. 10: Karamiirsel Basket / Basketry (Photograph: Association of the Karamiirsel Cevre ve Kiiltiir Photograph Archive)





