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BATHONEA iSMi UZERINE VERILER VE YORUMLAR

Sengiil G. AYDINGUN"

Istanbul’un batisinda 2007 yilinda yiiriitiilmeye baslanan yiizey arastirmalar1, Kiigiikkgekmece Gol Hav-
zasinin etrafinda var olan yogun arkeolojik potansiyeli gozler dniine sermistir. Ozellikle havzanin bati
yakasinda, gol ile denizin ayrildig1 kiy1 kordonunun agzindan 6 km. kuzeyde Avcilar Firuzkdy yarima-
dasinin kiyilar1 ve gevresindeki varligi tespit edilen arkeolojik potansiyelin, a) Istanbul kent tarihine ve-
recegi katkilar, b) ¢evredeki hizli yapilagma, c) kagak kazilarin yarattigi geri doniisii olmayan tahribat-
lar dikkate alinarak, bilimsel bir kaziya doniistiiriilmesinin kaginilmazlig1 fark edilmistir. 2009 yilinda
uluslararasi ¢capta multidisipliner bilimsel bir ekip olusturulmus ve Firlizkdy Yarimadasindaki I. derece
arkeolojik sit alaninda Bakanlar Kurulu Kararli kazilara baglanilmasi i¢in proje hazirliklart yapilmustir'.

Kaziya onerilecek ismin tespiti konusunda ekibimizle yaptigimiz goriismelerde, Kiiciikgekmece tarihi
iizerinde detayli yaymlar1 yapan, Istanbul Universitesi Bizans Sanat1 Uzman1 Prof. Dr. Semavi Eyi-
ce’nin bolgede “Bathonea” isminde Helenistik donemde Byzantion’a bagli bir yerlesme, phyle ola-
bileceginden sdz ettigi yaymlar® ve aym Universitenin Klasik Arkeoloji Kiirsiisii kurucusu Arif Miifit
Mansel’in “Bathonea” isminin Byzantion’a bagl bir Phyle yerlesmesi ya da bunlarin bir alt birimi olan
Hekatostys olacagim agiklayan makalesi® ile ayn1 Universitenin Eski Cag Dilleri ve Kiiltiirleri Boliimii
ogretim tyelerinden Zafer Tasliklioglu’nun da “Bathonea” ismini Byzantion’un bir Phyle’si olarak ka-
bul ettigi yayini dikkatimizi ¢gekmistir*. Bunun yanisira Marmara Ereglisi’nde bulunan ve 1912 yilinda
G.Seure tarafindan yayinlanan M.S 1. Yiizyila tarihlenen kabartmali1 bir adak stelinde, yerel yonetici adi
yaninda gegen “Bathonea”l1 kelimesini yer adi olarak kabul ederek bolgedeki “Bathynias deresi” ile
yakinlagtirdigr® goriilmektedir. Arastirdigimiz arazideki kalintilar ile géle dokiilen ve eski adi Bathynias
olan Sazlidere’nin konumlarinin s6z konusu steldeki tanima gosterdigi uyum gézden kagmamugtir. Aras-
tirmalarimiz sirasinda gol kiyisinda rastladigimiz kilometrelerce uzanan Helenistik donem duvarlari ile
buldugumuz Helenistik mezar stelleri ve siyah firnisli seramik parcalari1 da, bu kalintilarin “Bathonea”
yerlesmesine ait olabilecegi diisiincesini desteklemistir.

Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakanlig1, Kiiltiir Varliklar1 ve Miizeler Genel Miidiirliigii ile yapilan yazisma ve go-
rismeler sonucunda,““Kiiciitkcekmece Gél Havzast (Bathonea?) kazilari” adi altinda yeni bir bilimsel
kaz1 projesi Onerisi hazirlanmis ve Bakanlar Kuruluna sunulmak iizere miiracaatimiz Kiiltiir Varliklar
ve Miizeler Genel Miidiirliigline yapilmistir.

*  Dog. Dr. Kaz1 Baskan1, Kocaeli Universitesi Fen Edebiyat Fakiiltesi, Arkeoloji Boliimii, Prehistorya ABD Bagkani- Kocaeli

1 Bakanlar Kurulu Kararli kazi izni alinmasi olduk¢a zor bir siiregtir, bu asamanin olumlu sonuglanmasinda dénemin
Kiigiikcekmece Ilcesi Belediye Baskam Aziz Yeniay’in ve Istanbul 11 Kiiltiir Turizm Miidiirii Ahmet Emre Bilgili’nin ok
O6nemli destekleri olmustur. Kendilerine miitesekkiriz.

Eyice, 1978/1979: 59-60.
Mansel 1957: 395-427
Tagliklioglu 1959:555.

Seure, Bathonea ve Bathynias isimlerinin arasindaki yazim farkinin da altini gizerek bu yaklagtirmay1 yapmaktadir (Seure
1912: 558-59, fig. 11)..
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Sengiil G. AYDINGUN

Ancak, Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakanligi, kazi projesinin adin1 Bathonea Antik Kenti olarak Bakanlar Ku-
ruluna teklif etmis ve Bakanlar Kurulundan ayni isimle 14.07.2009 giin ve 15280 sayili karar olarak
onaylanmistir. Bu nedenle kazi adi resmi yazigsmalarda “Bathonea Antik Kenti” olarak gecmektedir.
Bilim heyeti olarak yaptigimiz, yayinlar ve bildirilerde ise kazi ad1 olarak énerdigimiz Kiiciikcekmece
Gél Havzasi (Bathonea?) Kazilari baghigini kullanmay1 tercih etmekteyiz.

Yukarida kisaca, kazinin isminin ge¢misi hakkinda yazdigimiz boliime tekrar donersek; Alt Paleolitik
Cag’dan (Res.1-7) giiniimiize kadar son derece 6dnemli buluntular veren Kiigliikcekmece Gol Havza-
st’nda kazilan yerlesimin Antik Caglardaki ad1 ya da adlarinin kesinlik kazanmadigini agiklamak isteriz.

Kazi alaninin bilinen en eski ismi iizerinde yapilan arastirmalarda “Bathonea” ismi 6n plana ¢ikmustir.
Bu isim, Prof. Dr. Semavi Eyice tarafindan bdlgenin ilk ¢aglardaki ismi olarak onerilmektedir. Eyi-
ce “Tarihte Kiigiikgekmece” adli ayn1 y1l yayinladigi iki ayr1 makalesinde® Yarimburgaz Magarasi’nin
oniinden akarak Kiiciikgekmece Golii’ne bosalan ve antik kaynaklarda adi Bathynias (Derindere) olarak
gecen dereden dolayi, Helenistik donemde Bathonea adinda Byzantion’a bagli bir phyle, bir mahalle
ya da yerlesmenin bu bdlgede olabilecegini belirtmesinden kaynaklanmistir. Eyice, Silivri’de bulunan
I. Yiizyila tarihlenen bir mezar stelinin kitabesinde rastlanan ve Georges Seure’ tarafindan 1. Yiizyila
tarihlenen kabartmali onurlandirma stelinde, yerel yonetici ad1 yaninda gegen “Bathonea”li kelimesini
yer ad1 olarak kabul ederek, “Bathynias deresi” ile yakinlastirdigi yazit (Res.8) ile, istanbul Arkeoloji
Miizeleri Miidiirliigii bahcesinde sergilenen ve Arif Miifit Mansel tarafindan detayli olarak ele alinan
bir Roma Imparatorluk Dénemi lahdinin® {izerinde yazan “Bathoneali Rufus’un oglu Damas otuz ii¢
yasinda oldii ", yazis1 (Res. 9-10 ve Ciz.1.) ve ¢evreden gelen bazi adak ve mezar stellerinden® yola
cikarak, bolgede Byzantion’a bagli phyle yahut hekatostys’ler arasinda Kiigiikcekmece yakinlarinda
boyle bir yerlesim olabilecegini belirtmektedir'®.

18. yiizy1l gezginlerinden Richard Pococke “Komnstantiopol’den bes mil uzakta adini bir kopriiden alan
kasaba bulunmaktadir. Kiiciikkoprii olarak taminan bu kasaba deniz ve gél kenarindadwr. Koprii goliin
cikisindadir. Ogrendigime gol, sularim kiiciik bir nehirden almaktadir bu da Potelmy 'nin Bathenius u
olmalidir” diye aciklamaktadir (Pococke 1745:139). Ayrica, 19. yiizyil tarihgilerinden Konstantin Yosif
Jiregek 1. ve II. ylizyil cografyacilariin bu mevkii Bathynias deresi olarak tanidiklarini' belirtmekte-
dir.”......Goliin agagsiz ve bataklik sahili, sayisiz su kuslar ve ozellikle leylekler tarafindan senlendi-
riliyor. Bu gol denizden bataklik, kumsal, dar, sazlik ve kamishklarla kapli bir kumsal seridiyle ayrilir.
Deniz ve g6l sulart eski zamanlarda Myrmex adi verilen dar bir kanalla birlesmektedir. Siddetli lodos
firtinalarinda deniz sularinin gole, Poyraz riizgarinda ise géliin sulart denize dokiiltirdii. 1. ve I1.ytizy1l
cografyacilart bu mevkii Bathynias deresi olarak tanwrlardi. Daha sonraki zamanlarda, dogu tarafinda,
cok sayida villalart ve bir de Imparator Sarayiyla Rhegion limani kurulmustu... ”(Jirecek 1887:51).

Ilk Cag cografyacilarindan Strabon, Plinius, Byzantion’a gidis ya da gelislerinde deniz yolunu kullan-
mislar;

Strabon; “.....Selimbria’dan sonra Athyras ve Bathynias dereleri ve daha sonra Byzantium ile Cyanen
kayaliklarina ulasilir.” (Geographika: Book VII, 57). Plinius; “....Sonra Bathynias ve Pydaras ya da
Athyras nehirleri ve Selymbria ve anakaraya 200 feet genisliginde bir bogazla birlesen Perinthus kent-
lerine geldik”, (Natural History Book IV, 18(11),47), diyerek bolgeden s6z etmiglerdir. Ptolemy, ise
haritasinda yine bolgeyi Bathynias olarak isaretlemistir (The Geography 3,11,6).

Istanbul’un batisindaki iki énemli lagiin goliiniin yeraldig1 bolgelerden, Strabon, giineyden Ege’den,
Plinius ise kuzeyden, Karadeniz hattindan gelisini anlatmakta ve seyahatteki ugrak yerlerine gore cog-

6 Eyice 1977-1978; Eyice 1978.

7 Seure 1912: 558-562, no. 14.

8 Lahit hakkindaki detayli aciklamalar ve gorsel igin: Mansel 1957: 395-402, Res. 2-6.
9 Adak ve mezar stelleri igin: Tasliklioglu 1995: 545-562; Firatli 1964: 59, 68-69, 77.
10 Eyice 1977-1978: 59; Eyice 1978: 2-10.

11 Cek asilli Avusturyali tarih ve cografyaci, Balkan tarihi ve arkeolojisi lizerine ¢aligmalartyla taninur.
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rafi yer adlarin siralamaktadirlar. Seyyahlarin deniz yolculugu sirasinda hem Kiiciikgekmece hem de
Biiyiikgekmece’deki lagiin gollerini besleyen nehirlerle birlikte bunlarin denize baglandigi kanallari
nehir olarak yorumlamis olmalar1 da muhtemeldir. Ilk Cag cografyacilari genel olarak biiyiik merkezler
arasindaki uzakligi deniz mili olarak verirken, Selimbria’dan sonra arada baska yerler olmasina ragmen
Byzantion’a kadar ara mesafede Biiyiikgekmece i¢in Athyra, ardindan Kiigiikgekmece i¢in Bathynias
adimi kullanmakta, arada bagka bir yer adindan s6z etmemektedirler.

Bu durumda deniz yolculugu yapan seyyahlarin hem Athyra’y1 hem de Bathynias’1 metin ve haritalarina
koyacak kadar dikkate deger gérmeleri (ulastiklar yerlerdeki gibi biiyiik kentler gibi olmasa da) bura-
larda da kayda deger yerlesmelerin olabilecegini diisiindiirmektedir. Her iki bolge de yaptigimiz calis-
malarda L.- III.Yiizyillara tarihlenen pek ¢ok yazithi ve kabartmali mezar steline rastlamamiz (Res.11),
bizim bulgularimiz yaninda, gecen yiizyilda bolgede bulunarak Istanbul Arkeoloji Miizesinde korunan
ve bir kismi1 yayinlanmis pek c¢ok stel ve yazith parganin varligi buralarda yerlesmelerin oldugunu gos-
termektedir'?. Helenistik donemde, Seure’nin belirttigi gibi “Bathonea” yerlesmenin ad1, yakindaki de-
renin adi da “Bathynias Deresi” olarak taninmaktadir (1912: 558-59, no:14. fig. 11).

Gilintimiizde de pek c¢ok yerlesim bdlgesinin adinin Haramidere, Biiylikdere, Kavaklidere, Nakkagdere
gibi yakindan gecen akarsu adiyla anildigimmi unutmamak gerekir. Kuzeye dogru uzunlugu 10 km yi
bulan gdliin dogu ucunda lagiin agzinda bir tepe lizerinde yer alan Rhegion’dan MS I ve II. yiizyil ya-
zarlarinin s6z etmemesi burada MS 1. ve II. ylizyillardan 6nce bir yerlesimin olmadigini géstermektedir.
Rhegion’un degisik yazarlar tarafindan adinin Regium / Région / R€gio / Régi / Rego / Ryga olarak ya
da daha farkli isimlerle kullanildigini1 gérityoruz'. Rhegion adinin bu yiizyillar 6ncesinde hi¢ gegmeme-
si Bathonea ya da agirlikli olarak Bathynias deresi olarak taninan bolgenin Roma hékimiyetine girdikten
bir miiddet sonra adinin degistirildigi anlamina da gelebilir. Kii¢clikgekmece G6li’niin dogu agzinda
yiritiilen Rhegion’u kazan'* Aziz Ogan ,“Ptolemee, Pline gibi daha ¢ok eski miiellifler Trakya’ya dair
verdikleri izahatta Kiiciikgekmece nehrini Batinias diye zikretmisler, Teophane 'de Batiasos diye anmus-
lardir” diyerek cografi olarak giiniimiiz Kii¢iikgekmece’sinin ge¢miste Bathynias Deresi adiyla anildi-
gin1 kabul etmektedir (Ogan 1939:439). Bolgenin ad1, nasil ki; “Byzantion” Roma Imparatoru Septimus
Severus’la 195/196 kisinda Roma hakimiyetine girdikten hemen sonra Antonina adini almis ardindan,
Imparator Konstantin ile Nea Roma ve Konstantinopolis’e doniismiisse, yiizyillar igerisinde gol cevre-
sinin ad1 yaganilan dénemlerdeki yerel adlandirmalarina gore ilk ¢aglarda Bathynias/Bathonea olarak
kullanilmig olabilir. Biiyiik Konstantin donemine tarihlenen I'V.Y{izy1l haritasi Roma yollarini gésteren
Tabula Peutingeria’da ilk kez “Regio” olarak yer alarak tarihi kayitlara gecen Rhegion ise, g6liin Dogu
tarafinda bir kome (koy) olarak kurulmustur (Tasliklioglu 1959:555; Jirecek 1877:51). Rhegion bir siire
sonra kara ve deniz yolu iistiindeki stratejik konumu dolayisiyla daha ¢ok 6n plana ¢ikmis olabilir. An-
tik Caglar i¢in en dnemli ulagim bi¢imi olan deniz yolundan geliste gdliin kuzeyinde yer alan Firlizkéy
yarimadasinin 2 km kadar daha icerlerde kaldig1 gozoniine alindiginda buradaki yerlesmenin MS IV.
yiizyildan sonra goliin agzina kurulan Rhegion’un gdlgesinde kaldig diisliniilebilir. Zamanla tiim bol-
genin adinin Rhegion olarak anilmis olmasida miimkiindiir'®. Giiniimiizde de gol ¢evresi Kiigiikgekmece
adiyla Istanbul’a bagh bir ilgeyken, 1990’lardan itibaren géliin dogu tarafi Kiiciikgekmece, bati tarafi
Avcilar ilgeleri olarak ayrilmis, buna ragmen goliin her iki yakasi halen Kiigiikgekmece olarak, bolgesel
ismiyle amlmaya devam etmektedir. Ancak, ilk Cag cografyacilarinin bolgeden sadece “Bathynias”
olarak bir iki kelime ile ugrak yeri olarak bahsetmesi, V.-VI. ylizy1l yazarlarindan Myrinali Agathias ve
Prokopius’un sadece ulagima dayali benzer agiklamalar ile Orta Cag yazarlarinin da bolgeden detayli
s0z etmemesinden dolay1 Rhegion hakkinda da ¢ok fazla bilgiye sahip degiliz. Prokopius; Regium deni-

12 Tasliklioglu 1959: Aydingiin vd. 2015:7.
13 Kiilzer 2007:615;2010:440.

14 Rhegion kazilar1 1938-1940-41 yillar1 arasinda Tiirk Tarih Kurumu’nun talebi {izerine Istanbul Arkeoloji Miizeleri Miidiirii
Aziz Ogan baskanliginda ve Arif Miifid Mansel’in katilimiyla gerceklestirmistir (Ogan 1939; Ogan-Mansel 1942).

15 Rhegion adi, Regi, Ryga, Ponti Piccoli (Kiiciik Koprii), Mikro Tsekmetze, Kiiciikkcekmece olarak tarih boyunca degisik
bigimde kullanilmistir (Kiilzer 2007:615). Rhegion hakkinda en etrafl1 bilgi VI. Yiizyil yazarlarindan Prokopius tarafindan
verilir (Prokopius, Buildings, Book IV, part 3, 8-18.). Daha sonraki ortagag ve yakin ¢ag yazarlar1 Prokopius’un bolge
tanimin1 aynen kullanmiglardir.
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len bir yere yakin bir g6liin oldugunu, civarda ve gol etrafinda bulunan koylerin yiiksek tepelerinden bir
takim derelerin gole dokiildiigiinii belirterek, gol ¢evresinde Regium’dan bagka yerlesimlerinde oldugu-
nu aciklamaktadir (Prokopius III -295). Ortacag yazarlarindan Theophones Constinuatus VI. Yiizyilda
Bathynias Deresi iizerinde Justinianus tarafindan bir tag koprii kurduruldugunu anlatirken Rhegion ile
birlikte tarif etmektedir'®.

Orta Cag yazarlarindan Raymond Janin “Alexiad” adl1 iinlii tarih kitabiyla taninan Bizansli Tarih¢i Anna
Comnena’nin (1083-1153) sozettigi, Aziz Theodore Theron adina yaptirilmis 6nemli bir kilisenin (Com-
nena VIIL.3) bulundugu yerin Constantinopol yakinlarindaki “derin dere” anlamina gelen Bathys-Ryax
adli merkezde oldugunu diistiniir'’. Hermitaj Miizesi’nde korunan mine is¢ilikli madeni bir plaka tize-
rinde de Aziz Theodore adi ile birlikte Bathys-Ryax ismi (Res.12) yazmaktadir'®. Kazilarimizda biiyiik
bir kilise ile martyrion (asker yada azizler adina yaptirilan dini yap1), ¢ok biiyiik boyutlu bir sarni¢ ve
bu sarnici besleyen kaynaktan gelen temiz ve muhtemelen kutsal kabul edilen suyun olmasi, hristiyanlik
doneminde i¢ine kutsal su, hact yagi konulan unguanteriumlarin varlig1 bu bilgileri dogrular niteliktedir.
Ayrica madeni siis esyalarina ait kaliplarin bulunmasi burada madeni eser iiretimlerin yapildigina dair
kanitlar sunmaktadir (Res.13). Bilindigi gibi Aziz Theodore Theron, Aziz George gibi biiyiik bir yilan/
ejderi alt etmesi efsanelesmis, ikonografide at iistiinde bir magara éniinde ejderi 6ldiiriirken sikga be-
timlenmis asker-din adamidir'. 2012 yili kazilarinda tung bir yiiziik kasinda ¢ok belirgin olmasa da at
iizerinde bir aziz betiminin aziz Theodere Theron’a ait olabilecegi diisiiniilmektedir. Mitlerde yilan ve
ejder motifinin ortaya ¢iktig1 bolgeler daha ¢ok magaralarin bulundugu yerlerdir. Cilinkii bu mitlerdeki
ejderin magaralarda yasadig1 inanc1 hakimdir. Kazi alanimizin yaklagik 2 km kuzeyindeki Yarimburgaz
Magarasi bu mite sahne almig olabilir. Yarimburgaz Magarasi’nin Erken Hiristiyanlik doneminde Ma-
nastir olarak kullanildigi goz oniine alindiginda (Res.14-15) Theodore Theron adina yapildig1 séylenen
onemli kilisenin 8. Kaz1 alanimizdaki Bazilikal planli yap1 olabilecegi ve sekizgen planli yapinin da ona
adanmis bir martyrion? olabilecegi diisliniilmektedir. Ancak bu durumu agikliga kavusturmak i¢in yapi-
larin kazilarimin tamamlanmis olmasi gerekmektedir. Suanki durum bu 6ngoriimiiz i¢in oldukca erken-
dir. Unlii Arap gezgin Al Idrisi’nin (6. 1165) hazirladig1 1154 tarihli Tabula Rogeriana adli haritasinda
(Res.16) bolge “Batira” olarak adlandirilmistir (Sesen 2000: 493-495). Yer isimlerinin zaman iginde
ses uyumu gibi pek ¢ok degisiklige ugradig1 etimolojik ¢alismalardan gayet iyi bilinmektedir. Bdylece
Kiiciikgekmece goliiniin kuzeyinde Sazlidere’ye yakin bir yerde Bathys-Ryax/ Batira olarak taninan bir
yerin varligi Orta Cag’da da miimkiin goriillmektedir®.

Bathonea isminin tartismasi Istanbul Universitesi 6gretim iiyesi Oguz Tekin tarafindan ortaya atilmustir.
Tekin, kazinin basladigi ilk yillardan itibaren sit alani olan Firiizkdy Yarimadasinda 6nce bir yerlesim
olmayacagini iddia etmistir. Kazilar bagladiktan ve bdlgenin yogun arkeolojik potansiyel ve mimarisi
ortaya ciktiktan sonra yerlesimin biiyiikliiglinii goriip ortaya ¢ikan kalintilar1 incelemis, kamusal yapi-
lar1 fark etmis, ancak bu kez de Bathonea isminin Pyhle ya da Hekatostys ismi oldugu igin, yerlesim
ismi olamayacagini, bu ismin Grek sosyal siniflarindan birisini temsil ettigini belirtmistir (Tekin 2009a,
Tekin 2009b). Tekin, kazilarin basarisi ve ortaya koydugu bilimsel sonuclar1 takdir etmekte, ancak ka-
zilarda ortaya ¢ikarilan yapilarin Bizans ve Ge¢ Roma tabakalarina ait oldugunu Helenistik 6ncesi izler
olmadigin belirterek kazi alani i¢in “Bathonea” isminin kullanilmamas1 yoniindeki dnerilerini bu kita-
bin kendisine ait boliimiinde de siirdiirmektedir (2010; 2014). Tekin, bdlgeyi Byzantion’un bir pargasi
olarak gormektedir. Ancak, merkezi Sarayburnu’nda olan Byzantion kentinin 20 km. uzagindaki bu
yerlesmenin, idari, kiiltiirel, sosyal, ekonomik bag1 olsa bile ayr1 bir yerel ismi olmalidir. Istanbul Uni-

16 Theophones Constinuatus, VI. Yiizyilda Bathynias deresi iizerinde Justinianus tarafindan bir tas koprii kurduruldugunu an-
latirken, dereyi Rhegio ile birlikte tarif etmektedir ve sonradan Basil tarafindan onartildigini belirttigi tas koprii de Bathy-
nias deresi ile Rhegio’un ayni1 yer oldugunu agiklamaktadir. Bu koprii Kiigiikgekmece’nin tarihi sembolii olarak taninir ve
Osmanli ve Cumhuriyet donemi onarimlariyla hala ayaktadir.( 1738 :340 dip not.94)

17 Janin 1950: 406
18 Walter 2003: 44
19 Trifonova 2010: 53-64.

20 Bolgenin Ortagagdaki ismi konusunda, “Anna Komnena’nin Alexiad’inda Istanbul Surdis1 Yerlesmeleri” adli makalede-
Bahys-Rhyax/Bathonea eslemesi kabul edilmektedir (Yilmaz 2017:300-302).
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versitesinden bir bagka 6gretim iiyesi Mustafa Hamdi Sayar ise, yerlesmenin adi olarak “Melantias™
onermektedir (Sayar 2015:187-194). Bu degerli bilim insanlar1 ekibimize davet ederek ¢aligmalari bera-
ber siirdiirmemiz 6nerilmis ve bilim heyetimize kazinin ilk yillarindan itibaren dahil olmusglardir.

Bilindigi gibi, Arkaik Grek Devlet modelinde en kiiciik Qikos tan baslayip Geneos, Phratria, Phy-
le gibi adlar alarak biiyiiyen sosyal siniflar sonunda Polis’i (kent devleti) olusturmaktadir (Coulanges
1980:124; Donlan 1985:293-308). MO 12 yiizyil baslarinda yasanan iklim bozulmasi sonucunda, Yu-
nan anakarasindaki kuraklik yiiziinden ¢oken Miken kent devleti sistemlerinin dagilmasiyla (H. Ay-
dingiin 2013:159) baslayan kargasada, ekonomi bozulmus uluslararasi ticaret ortadan kalkmistir. Uzun
bir siire devlet modelinden yoksun kalan halk bagimsiz kii¢iik gruplar halinde balik¢iliga ya da hay-
vancihiga dayali yasam siirdiirmiistii. MO 9. yiizyildan itibaren diizelen iklim sartlariyla beraber hal-
kin gecimlerini saglamak i¢in balik¢ilik ve hayvanciliktan uzaklasip tarima yoneldigi kabul gérmekte
(Hall 2007:307) ve bu gegisle birlikte yasamin, sosyal smiflar bi¢imde organize edildigi bilinmektedir
(Donlan 1985:293-308). Ancak daglik bir cografyaya sahip Yunan anakarasinin bu asamada Hellen hal-
kina yetmemesi nedeniyle, halkin bir bélimii Ege denizinin dogu kiyilarindan baglayarak yeni yurtlar
bulmak amaciyla Akdeniz ve Karadeniz’e dagildig1 goriilmektedir. Kolonizasyon faaliyetlerinin ana
nedeni sadece arazi sikintis1 olmamustir. Siyasal, ekonomik, dinsel ve politik durumlar disinda prima-
genius (kisith arazinin kiigiik paylara bolinmemesi nedeniyle ilk dogan erkek ¢ocugun babasinin tiim
mirasina sahip olmasi) yasasi ve gelenegi nedeniyle baba mirasindan pay alamayan, arazisiz, parasiz ve
issiz kalan genclerin sanslarini yeni yerler aramak i¢in ana yurtlarindan ayrilmalar1 da kolonizasyonu
arttirmistir (Arslan 2010:15). Ne kadar uzak olursa olsun Hellenler anayurtlarindaki sosyal sistemden
kopmamuiglardir. Sosyal siniflardan Oikos, kan bagi ve aile ile birlikte yasayan, ¢alisan tiim kisiler ile
ailenin lizerinde yasadigi tlim araziyi ve bunlara ait tiim gayrimenkulii ifade etmektedir. Oikos ’lar kii¢iik
yerlesimlerde kiimelenmisler, akrabalik ve komsuluk iligkileri i¢inde sosyalleserek daginik koy grup-
larinin i¢inde varliklarini stirdiirmiislerdir. Oikos yapilanmasinin ardindan gelen daha biiyiik bir sosyal
siif olan Genos’lar ise Oikos’larn fiziksel ve ekonomik olarak daha gelismis, aile yerine siilalelerden
olusan modelidir (Grant 1989:39). Genos 'lar devaminda Phratira 'lar olustururlar. Fine gore; Genos lar
kendi iclerinde gruplanip Phratria’lar olusturur ve bir Genos lideri Basileus bu olugumun lideri olarak
gorev alir. Basileuslar kan bagi esash kabile birligini temsil eden Pyhle’leri kurmuslardir (Fine 1983:
186). Pyhle’ler sadece Yunan Anakara’st Atina’da degil, farkli cografyalarda da kurulmustur. Halkin
soylara ve boylara gore boliinmesi Ug Dor kabilesi (Phyle) formunda saglanmis ve bunlarda kent devleti
Polis’1 olugturmustur. Gorildiigii gibi Phyle’ler sosyal sinif olsa dahi, Phyle leri olusturan ilk ¢ekirdek
olusum olan Oikos’lardan itibaren topraga bagiml ve arazileri olan gruplardir. Bu nedenle Bathonea
isminin “yerlesme ad1” olamayacagini belirten Tekin’e katilmamiz miimkiin degildir. Bathonea isminin
Hekatostys’1 temsil etmesi halinde ise bu gruplarin Phyle lerin tali grubu oldugu bilinmektedir. Batho-
nea ismini yorumlayan Istanbul Universitesi Klasik Arkeoloji Béliimii kurucusu Prof. Dr. Arif Miifit
Mansel, “Tersane Lahti” olarak kayitlara gegen lahit lizerindeki yaziti “Bathonea’li Rufus’un oglu
Damas otuzii¢ yasinda oldii” olarak agiklamakta ve Bathonea’y1” Damas in mensubu oldugu bir sehir
phyle si yahut bunlarin tali gruplarindan olan hekatostyslerinden birini gosterse gerekir” demektedir.
Bathonea’y1 ¢evredeki diger Grek kokenli kolonilerden Kalkhedon’a, burasinin pyhle ya da hekatostys
adlar1 bilindigi igin dahil etmezken, Selymbria’ya ait olmasi ihtimalini Roma Imparatorluk déneminde
Selymbria’nin bir kdy haline gelmesi nedeniyle kabul etmez. Mansel, Bathonea’y1 Byzantion kenti-
nin yerlesik bir phylesi, yahut hekatostys’i olarak, kabul etmekte ve “Byzantion’da phyle’ler ve he-
katostys ’lerin mevcut oldugunu tespit ediyor, fakat bunlarin adlarini bilmiyoruz” (Mansel 1957:401),
diyerek agiklamaktadir. Mansel’den kisa bir siire sonra Kiigiilkgekmece ¢evresinden toplanan kitabeli
yazitlar1 yayinlayan Tasliklioglu’da Bathonea’y1 bir Phyle olarak kabul eder ve Bathonea diginda iki
yeni phyle’ (Krateinea ve Philoktorea) isminden s6z ederek, Byzantion’un ii¢ phylesi oldugunu belirtir
(1959: 555). Tagliklioglu eski kaideye gore dlen kisilerin mezar stellerindeki tesmiyelerde mensubu
oldugu phyle nin adinin yazildigini, dlen kisi, eger baska bir kentin phyle’sine dahilse phyle adi yerine
bagh bulundugu kentin adinin tesmiye edildigini belirtmektedir. Bathonea yazitli lahit ile birlikte
Krateinea ve Philoktorea yazili lahit ve kitabelerde her hangi bir Dor kentinin adinin yazilmadigin
belirtip, bunlarin Byzantion hinterlandinda ele gegmesi nedeniyle Byzantion’a bagli Phyle’ler olmasi
gerektigini savunur (Taghklioglu 1957:554).

73



Sengiil G. AYDINGUN

Bathonea isminin Istanbul Universitesi’nde gérev yapmis ii¢ degerli bilim insan1 (Eyice, Mansel,
Tagliklioglu) tarafindan Byzantion’a bagli bir Phyle olarak kabul edildigi goériilmektedir. Tekin’in
Bathonea bir yer ad1 degildir, Hekatostys’tir, diyerek isim elestirisi bu agidan zayif kalmaktadir. Batho-
nea ismini Hekatostys olarak kabul eden Russell ise kazi alanimizi, Bathonea olarak gosterir (Russell
2017:15-16 dip not 31). Kitabimizin son bdliimiinde bilim heyeti uzmanimiz eski ¢ag tarihgisi Olga
Weglarz tarafindan hazirlanan Bathynias ve Melantias konulu iki makalede de bolgenin isim tartisma-
larina farkli ve detayli agiklamalar getirilmektedir.

Yukaridaki bilgiler 1s1ginda Bathonea’nin bir yerlesim olabilecegi konusunda siiphemiz kalmamis olma-
sina ragmen, kazi alaninin Bathonea olup olmadigi hala soru isareti tasimaktadir. Kazilar baglamadan
bile yiizeyde goriinen Helenistik orgii teknigiyle insa edilmis kilometrelerce uzayan kiyi1 teras duvarlari
yaninda (Res.17-18), kacak kazicilarin olusturdugu bazi ¢ukurlarin diizeltilmesi amaciyla agilan sondaj-
lar ile apsisli yap1 ve martiryon? gibi yapilarin alt seviyelerine inildikg¢e kirlangi¢ kenet sistemli Helenis-
tik duvarlar (Res.19) ve temeller ortaya ¢ikmaya baslamistir. Ayrica Helenistik ve dncesine ait seramik
parcalar1 (Res.20-23), amphora kulplar ele gegmeye baglamistir. Bu nedenle simdilik Ge¢ Antik Cag
yapilari kaziliyor gibi goriinsede alt tabakalardan ¢ok daha eski yapilara ait kalintilarin ortaya ¢ikacagi
anlagilmaktadir. Gelecek yillarda Helenistik tabakalara inilmesi planlanmaktadir. Kazilar bu dénemleri
aydinlatacak bilgiler verecek gibi goriinmektedir.

Kazi alaninin isim tartismasi disinda bagka bir konu ise alanin sit alan1 olup olmamasi konusudur. Ka-
zilar baslamadan &nce agirlikl olarak Istanbul Universitesi arkeoloji boliimii dgretim iiyelerinden olu-
san bir heyet 19701i yillarda Istanbul Universitesinin degerli hocalarindan Prof. Dr. Semavi Eyice nin
baskanm oldugu Kiiltiir ve Tabiat Varliklari1 Koruma Kurulu karariyla sit alam olan araziyi Istanbul
Universitesi’nin Teknopark projesi kurulmasi i¢in incelemis, ne yazik ki arkeolojik kanitlarmn higbirini
gorememis ve kazi alanimizin biiyiik boliimiiniin sitten ¢ikarilmasi ya da bazi yerlerin sit derecelerinin
diisiiriilmesi konusunda rapor hazirlamislardir (Belge 1)?'. Kazi alanin 2010 yilindaki Istanbul 1. Nu-
maral Kiiltiir ve Tabiat Varliklarinin sit sinirlarinin azaltilmasi ve derecesinin diisiilmesi kararinda bu
rapor etkili olmustur. Ekibimizin raporlar1 sayesinde sitten ¢ikarilamayan alanlar ile ¢ikarilan alanlar
daha sonra toplu olarak Istanbul Universitesi’nce TOKI’ye tapudan devredilmistir®®. Istanbul Univer-
sitesi yonetimi ve 6gretim {iyelerinin bir boliimiiniin her tiirlii elestirel yazisi ve raporlarina ragmen,
caligmalarimiza ve yine bilime olan inancimiz ve saygimiz nedeni ile, kendileriyle bilimin gerektirdigi
cercevede calismaya devam etmekteyiz.

Multidisipliner olarak yiiriitiilen arkeolojik, epigrafik, jeolojik, osinografik, speleolojik, jeofizik ¢alig-
malar ve analizler ile gelecek verilerin degerlendirilmesi sonucunda, simdilerde Kiigiikgekmece Golii-
niin Avcilar ilgesi Firuzkdy yarimadasi lizerinde ¢alisilan bolgenin gecmisteki adlarmin ve kiiltiir tarihi
igerisindeki yerinin belirlenmesi miimkiin olabilecektir. Kazilarimiz, baslangicta oldugu gibi, bdlgenin
eski ad1 ya da adlarimi aramak yerine, bdlgenin arkeolojik potansiyelinin kurtarilarak ortaya ¢ikarilmasi,
kent ve diinya tarihine degerli katkilar saglayacagini diisiindiigiimiiz bilgilerin bir an evvel yayinlanmasi
amacindadir. Son olarak soylemek gerekirse, ¢alismalarimiz isim arayisina takilmadan bilim heyetimi-
zin degerli iiyeleriyle uyum i¢inde, yiiriitiilmektedir.

21 Istanbul Universitesi’nden 2017 yilinda emekli olarak Kog¢ Universitesine gecen Oguz Tekin 2009 yilindan itibaren, b&l-
gede yapilan arasgtirmalart “olmayan bir bolgede antik kent ariyorlar” diyerek basin yoluyla elestirmis, ardindan bélgede
arkeolojik varlik kanitlaninca Bathonea isminin antik kent ya da yerlesim adi olamayacagini, bu ismin bir simifi temsil
ettigi konusunda yaymlar ve konferanslar vermistir. Kendisi kaz1 bilim heyetimize davet edilerek iddialarinin disaridan
degil, kazilari izleyerek ve buradan ¢ikan sikkeleri degerlendirerek yapmasi 6nerilmistir. Sikkelerimizi degerlendiren sayin
Tekin’e tesekkiir ederiz. Tekin son yayinlarinda kazmnin basarisindan ve Istanbul tarihine katkilarindan s6z ederek kazinin
resmi ismine takilmadan galismarin yiiriitiilmesinden s6z etmektedir. Istanbul Universitesi ve Mimar Sinan Giizel Sanatlar
Universitesinden olugmus bir heyet ise (Mehmet Ozdogan, Necmi Karul, Giilgiin Kéroglu, Oya Yagiz ve Eylem Ozdogan)
2004 yilinda bolgede yaptiklar yiizey arastirmasi sonucunda arkeolojik kiiltiir varligina pek ¢ok alanda rastlanilamadig:
icin Istanbul Universitesine ait arazide yer alan sit alanlarinin sit disina ¢ikarilmasi ya da sit derecesinin diisiiriilmesi
konusunda ekteki raporlar1 hazirlamuglardir. Sitten ¢ikan arazi ile sit derecesi devam eden ii¢ parsel daha sonra Istanbul
Universitesinin TOK{ ile yapt1g1 bir protokolle TOKI’ye tapu devri yapilmustir.

22 Bu konuda bkz. Asuman Yesilirmak Yarkin’in “Istanbul’un ilk Orenyeri Kent Parki Bathonea Projesi” adli makalesi.
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The surveys conducted around the Kiiclikcekmece Lake after 2007 showed dense archeological remains
and their potential for archaeological research. Especially on the Northwest side of the lake’s basin,
where the Firuzkdy Peninsula is situated, these archaeological remains were noticed on a much bigger
scale. A number of important considerations led to our demand for an excavation at the site.

These were; a) The important contribution such an excavation can make to Istanbul’s history. b) The
fast metropolitan development which was taking place all around the peninsula. ¢) The continuous
damage caused by treasure hunters. In 2009 a multidisciplinary team was created and the permit for
archaeological excavations was guaranteed by the Council of Ministers'.

The procedures of application for an excavation permit obviously necessitates putting a name for the
project. During the initial stage of our research three important sources written by respected scientists
showed themselves as bases for a name; The first of these was by Prof. Dr. Semavi Eyice, who was a
former lecturer at the Istanbul University and is well known for his works on Byzantine Art. Eyice was
proposing the name of Bathonea as a settlement, a phyle connected to Byzantion in Hellenistic times?.
Our second source, Arif Miifit Mansel, the founder of the Classical Archaecology Department of the
same university, was also supporting the idea that Bathonea existed as a phyle related to Byzantion
or as a smaller settlement, possibly a Hekatostys®. Also from the same university’s Ancient History
Department, Zafer Tasliklioglu was likewise accepting “Bathonea” as the name of a phyle of Byzantion®.
Furthermore, an earlier scholar, G. Seure had published an article in 1912 about a votive stele found
in Marmara Ereglisi, dated to the 1% century AD. In this stele a local administrator is mentioned to be
“from Bathonea”. In the context of this stele, Seure accepts that Bathonea is the name of a settlement,
adding that “this name can be associated with the name of the river “Bathynias™. It is known that the
ancient name of the river Sazlidere, which flows by the prehistoric Yarimburgaz Cave and into the
Kigiikgekmece Lake 1,5 km North East of our excavation area, was Bathynias, meaning “deep river”.
Therefore, kilometers of seaside walls, grave stelac and black ceramics all from the Hellenistic times
that were discovered during our initial survey may support the theory of Bathonea’s localization in

*  Associate Professor, Kocaeli University, Science and Letters Faculty, Department of Archaeology, Chairperson
of the Prehistory Section — Kocaeli -Turkey

1 To get permission for excavations from the Council of Ministers is a difficult process. The success of getting

our permission could not be possible without the very important helps of Aziz Yeniay, who was the mayor of

the Kiigiikcekmece Township at that epoch; and Prof. Dr. Ahmet Emre Bilgili who was the director of Istanbul

Metropolitan’s Tourism and Culture Directorate.

Eyice, 1978/1979: 59-60.

Mansel 1957: 395-427

Tasliklioglu 1959:555.

Seure is making his approach bearing in mind the spelling difference between Bathonea and Bathynias (Seure
1912: 558-59, fig. 11).
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the Firuzkdy peninsula. However, a confirmed name of the site proved to be elusive, even though our
surveys at the excavation site and its surroundings recovered finds from the Lower Paleolithic (Fig.1-7)
up until the Late Ottoman period.

Based on these initial researches, an application for the excavation permit was prepared. The project was
named “Kiiciikcekmece Lake’s Basin (Bathonea?) Excavations” and it is submitted to the Ministry
of Culture and Tourism. The ministry in turn offered the project under the name “Bathonea Ancient
City” to the Council of Ministers. The permit was signed by all ministers under that name on the 14"of
July, 2009 with the registration number 15280. As a result, for official purposes we are using the name
as confirmed by the Council of Ministers; but in scientific publications we prefer the one we proposed;
“Kiiciikcekmece Lake’s Basin (Bathonea?) Excavations”.

As discussed above, in our research on the oldest known name of the settlement “Bathonea” stood out
as a front runner. It was proposed to be the name of an ancient settlement by Prof. Dr. Semavi Eyice
in his article entitled “Kiiglikcekmece in the History”®. He bases his theory on the association between
Bathonea and the Bathynias River; and puts forward that a settlement or a Phyle had to lie close to this
river in the Hellenistic times. He, thus supports the conclusion of Georges Seure’ about “Bathonea”
being the name of a settlement?, as mentioned on the honorary stele from Marmara Ereglisi (Fig.8).

Likewise, a sarcophagus’ dated to the Roman Imperial Period, which is displayed in the garden of the
Istanbul Archeological Museum and was studied in detail by Arif Miifit Mansel, bears the inscription
“Damas, son of Rufus from Bathonea died 33 years old” (Fig. 9-10 and Drawing.1). Furthermore,
some other votive and grave stelae'® coming from the region also strengthened the claim for the existence
of a phyle or hekatostys near Kiicilkcekmece.

Pococke, Richard, a traveller of 18" century, wrote that, “Five Miles from Constantinopol there is a
small town called (The Little Bridge), from a bridge there near the sea, over the outlet of lake; as well
as I could learn, the lake receives a small river into it, which probably is the Bathenius of Potelmy”
(Pococke 1745: 139). Konstantine Yosif Jirecek!!, a 19" century historian, informs us that geographers
of the 1% and the 2™ centuries AD knew the area under the name of Bathynias River. “...the marshland
covering the lake’s shores is full of birds, especially storks. This lake is separated from the sea by a
marshy and narrow line of sand full of reeds. The waters of the sea and lake were united by a narrow
channel named Myrmex in ancient times. During heavy southern winds the waters of the sea would
flowinto the lake and during the northern winds the waters of the lake would flow into the sea. The
geographers of the I and 2" centuries knew this area as the Bathynias River. In later times, many
villas were built on the eastern shore. Additionally, an imperial palace and a harbor Rhegion, were
constructed...” (Jirecek 1887:51).!2 Famous geographers of antiquity, Strabon and Pliny the Elder,
noted western routes to and from Byzantium. Strabon reports while coming from the west and going to
the north; “....After Selymbria, there are Athyras and Bathynias rivers and then Byzantium, and later
one can reach the Cyanean Rocks” (Geographika: Book VII, 57). On a reverse course, Pliny tells that;
“ ... After that we arrived at the Bathynias and Pydaras or Athyras rivers and at Selymbria and at
Perinthus which is connected to the mainland with a 200 feet wide land bridge” (Natural History Book
IV, 18(11), 47). Strabo and Pliny are supported by the cartographer Ptolemy, who marked the region as
Bathynias (The Geography 3.11.6).

Eyice 1977-1978; Eyice 1978

Seure 1912: 558-562, no. 14.

Eyice 1977-1978: 59; Eyice 1978: 2-10

For a detailed information and visuals: Mansel 1957: 395-402, Res. 2-6.

10 For votive and grave stelae: Tagliklioglu 1995: 545-562; Firatli 1964: 59, 68-69, 77.

11 Austrian historian and geographer of Czech origin, famous for his works on Balkan history and archaeology.
12 Jirecek 1877: 51. My thanks to Mustafa Hamdi Sayar for the translation from German to Turkish .
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There are a number of points in the writings of these two important geographers that deserve attention.
They both give the impression that they were travelling by ship, passing relatively close to the shore,
and gave only the names of the two rivers, Bathynias and Athyras, flowing respectively into the lakes
of Kii¢likgekmece and Biiylikgekmece. It is possible that they had a prior knowledge of the region and
the names of the rivers, but looking from the sea they probably mistook the small channels flowing into
the sea as the rivers feeding the lakes. An important issue is that, despite the fact that there were other
settlements between Selymbria and Byzantion, both authors mentioned only Athyras and Bathynias
respectively associated with Biiylikcekmece and Kiiciikgekmece, omitting others.

One can deduce that the writers found both Athyras and Bathynias important enough to be mentioned
at the cost of those that are relatively unimportant. To repeat the conclusion in other words; Bathynias
should be an important settlement in those days. In both Biiyiikgekmece and Kiiciikgekmece areas, we
found during our surveys many grave stelae with high relief and inscriptions dated to the 1% century BC to
34century AD. Many others had been found during the last century in the same area and are preserved in
the Istanbul Archaeology Museum. All these findings strengthen the possibility of important Hellenistic
(as well as Roman) settlements in both Kiigiikcekmece ve Biiyiikgekmece!®. Therefore, we think that, as
Seure mentioned, “Bathonea” was the name of a settlement in Hellenistic times, with “Bathynias” being
the name of a nearby river (1912: 558-59, no:14. Fig. 11?).

At this point one can raise an objection to our association of the name Bathynias with a settlement, as it is
actually the name of a river. But there are a number of recent cases in which a river’s name encompasses
some parts of the land, through which it flows. In some cases, the name starts to designate a settlement
along with the river, such as Haramidere, Biiylikdere, Nakkasdere and Kavaklidere in modern Turkey. It
is also possible that the place called Bathonea or with a better known name; Bathynias River, changed
its name after it became subject to the Late Roman Empire rule, comparable to the name of Byzantion
which was changed to Antonina after it had been annexed during the winter of 195/196 by the Roman
Emperor Septimius Severus. Also this second name was subject to change when Emperor Constantine
made it Nea Roma and Konstantinopolis.

Sometime in antiquity, the small village of Rhegion was founded in the southeast corner of the
Kiiciikgekmece Lake. The first appearance of Rhegion in written sources dates back to the 4™ century,
when it is noted as “Regio” in Tabula Peutingeria, the map of Roman roads.!*In later periods we see
that Rhegion was mentioned under slightly different names, such as Regium / Région / Régio / Régi /
Rego / Ryga'>. However, ancient writers from the 1* and 2™ centuries do not mention it. Based on this
lack of written evidence before the 4 century, it is possible to propose that Rhegion did not yet exist
during that period.

Aziz Ogan, who excavated Rhegion'®, explains this situation as follows: “In their description of Thrace,
ancient writers, like Ptolemy and Pliny mentioned the Kiigiikgekmece River as Batinias. On the other
hand, Teophane used the name Batiasos.” Thus, Ogan accepts that the area of Kiigiilkgekmece was called
by the name of the River Bathynias in the past (Ogan 1940:439).

It is possible that Rhegion became a more important site thanks to its favourable position on land roads
and sea lanes, as travelling by the sea was the preferred means of transportation whenever possible. When
the small Byzantion was changed into an imperial capital, the bulk of maritime traffic that reached the
entrance of the Kiiglikcekmece Lake was surely heading to the east, to the new capital, instead of turning
to the north. Hence, the position of Rhegion near the entrance of the lake was more strategic compared

13 Tagliklioglu 1959: Aydingiin vd. 2015:7
14 Tasliklioglu 1959:555; Jirecek 1877:51.
15 Kiilzer 2007:615; 2010:440.

16 The excavations of Rhegion was realized during the seasons of 1938, 40 and 41, upon the request of Turkish Historical
Society, by Istanbul Arkeoloji Museum’s Director Aziz Ogan and with the participation of Arif Miifid Mansel (Ogan: 1939;
Ogan- Mansel 1942).
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to the Firuzkdy Peninsula, which was four km further north. It is possible that with the increasing
importance of Rhegion in later periods, all the area was called by this name'’.

On the other hand, we don’t have much information from written sources about the area. Ancient writers
mentioned “Bathynias” as a stopover point in a few references. In a similar way, 5" and 6" century writers
Agathias from Myrina and Prokopius just gave some references to Rhegion for travellers. Theophones
Constinuatus VI, a medieval writer also gives information about Rhegion, while he reports on the stone
bridge constructed by Constantine on the Bathynias River'®.

Another medieval writer, Raymond Janin, thinks that the important church dedicated to Saint Theodore
Theron, which was mentioned in the works of the famous Byzantine Historian Anna Comnena (1083-
1153) (Comnena VIII.3), should be near Constantinople, at a site called Bathy-Ryax, which means
“Deep-river”'. The picture of the saint can be seen with the name of Bathys-Ryax on a piece of art
made of enamel in the collection of the Hermitage Museum (Fig.12)*°, which strengthens Janin’s
argument. In our excavations we uncovered a big church, a martyrion (a religious edifice dedicated to a
soldier saint), and a cistern of considerable size with its water sources, probably regarded holly in their
time. Hundreds of unguentaria, likely to be filled with holly water or some holly perfumes, were also
recovered. All these findings support Janin’s suggestion. Additionally, the finding of moulds suggests
the production of metallic, ornamental articles (Fig.13). Saint Theodore Theron was a soldier saint, who,
like Saint George, became a legend by slaying a gigantic serpent or a dragon. In iconography he was
often depicted mounted on a horse and killing the beast in front of a cave?'.

A ring found in excavation 2012 may depict Saint Theodore Theron, as the figure of a cavalier is
discernable, although not very clearly, on it. The myths of giant serpents and dragons commonly occur
in the neighborhood of actual caves, because in these legends these beasts live mostly in caves. The
Yarimburgaz Cave, which is only 3,5 km north of our excavation area, can be the source of such a myth
associated with Saint Theodore Theron. It should also be noted that, in the early days of Christianity
this cave was used as a monastery (Fig.14-15). Accordingly, we think that the basilica-planned structure
discovered in excavation Area 8 can be the church of Saint Theodore Theron, while the nearby octagonal
building may be a martyrion dedicated to him. But in order to be able to substantiate such claims
the excavations of these structures have to be completed. Our present explanations can only be early
assessments.

Finally, in Tabula Rogeriana, the map prepared in 1154 (Fig.16) by the famous Arab traveler, Al Idrisi
(Death: 1165) the region is called “Batira” (Sesen 2000: 493-495). It is known that toponyms are subject
to change, particularly when pronounced by the speakers of a different language,especially due to
consonances of this language. Accordingly, it seems plausible that north of the Kiiclikcekmece Lake,
close to Sazlidere, a location known as Bathys-Ryax/ Batira existed during the medieval times*.

The discussions about the name Bathonea were started by Oguz Tekin, who was an numismatic
academician at Istanbul University. At the very beginning of our excavations Tekin claimed that there

17 The name of Rhegion, was used throughout the history with many changes, such as Regi, Ryga, Ponti Piccoli, Mikro
Tsekmetze, Kii¢iikgekmece (Kiilzer 2007:615). The most detailed information was given by Prokopius, a writer from the
6™ century (Prokopius, Buildings, Book IV, part 3, 8-18.). Later writers simply copied Prokopius’ words about the region.

18 Theophones Constinuatus also talks about Rhegio in his narrative about a bridge constructed by Justinianus
over the Bathynias River in the 6% century. Later, this stone bridge was repaired by Basil. Now the same bridge
is still in its original place thanks to a series of repairs carried out during the Ottoman and Republican eras
(1738: 340 dip not.94).

19 Janin 1950: 406
20 Walter 2003: 44
21 Trifonova 2010: 53-64.

22 Regarding the name of the region in the Middle Age, the article titled * Extra-Mural Settlements of Istanbul in
Anna Comnena’s Alexiad ““ Bahys-Rhyax / Bathonea match is accepted by Lale Yilmaz (2017: 300-302).
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cannot be any settlement in the Firuzkdy peninsula. After the preliminary results of the excavations
demonstrated the great archeological potential and the architectural remains, Tekin visited the site and
changed the direction of his objections. This time, he stressed that Bathonea cannot be the name of a
settlement, but rather a Phyle or a Hekatostys; thus, a social class within the early Greek society (Tekin
2009a, Tekin 2009b). Tekin now appreciates the success and scientific results of the excavations but
claims that the site contains only Late Roman and Byzantine buildings, but no Hellenistic architecture.
He also envisages the area as part of Byzantion and consequently argues that the name Bathonea should
not be used. For his detailed arguments you can read his article in this book (2010; 2014). But in any
case, Byzantion, with its center at Sarayburnu was situated 20 km away. Hence, despite its social,
economic and political ties to Byzantion, the excavation site would need a distinct local name, so it
could be referred to. On the other hand, Professor Mustafa H. Sayar, from the same university, proposes
the name of “Melantias” for the settlement (Sayar 2015:187-194). Both of these estimable scientists
were invited to the project and joined our team in the early stages of the excavations.

As it is known, the smallest organizational unit in the archaic Greek administrative system is Oikos.
Then comes Geneos, followed by Phrartia and later by Phyle. These social classes and organizational
units constitute the Polis (the city state) (Coulanges 1980:124; Donlan 1985:293-308). At the start of
the 12 century BC, a big societal collapse ensued, possibly due to a number of adverse conditions, the
biggest being a severe drought (H. Aydingiin 2013:159). As the consequence, the Mycenean kingdoms
crumbled in a short period of time.. In the following chaotic era economy also collapsed, international
trade almost stopped and the Greek mainland lost the majority of its population. From the 9" century
BC onwards agricultural production increased with the help of ameliorating climatic conditions (Hall
2007:307), causing the population to grow. These changes brought with them new means of social
organization, which are based on social classes (Donlan 1985:293-308). However, Mainland Greece is a
land mostly covered by mountainous terrain and few flat planes suitable for agriculture. Hence, it was
not possible that such a geography would provide enough crop to guarantee the survival of its growing
population. Therefore, the Greeks entered a period of propagation to further places, first to the eastern
shores of the Aegean Sea, then to the wider Mediterranean and the Black Sea.

Even in their colonies, far away from their mainland, the Greeks preserved the same social structure.
According to this, Oikos refers to a group of people related to each other through bloodline; and also
designates the land they live in and the houses etc., that stand in this land. The Oikoi were concentrated
at small settlements. Genos is bigger than Oikos and is more developed in both physical and economical
terms (Grant 1989:39). According to Fine; a group of Genoi organize themselves to form a Phratria,
with the leader of one of the Genoi, becoming the leader, the Basileus, of this new organization. These
Basileis form the bloodline-based communities; namely, the Phylae (Fine 1983: 186). These Phylae
were not only established on mainland Greece but also in different places where the Greeks established
their colonies. The division of people according to lineages and tribes was a Doric tradition. Three Doric
Phylae would form a Polis. As it becomes obvious, even if the Phylae designates a social class, the term
also refers to settled groups bound to their own land, just as the Oikoi, the core of the structure. That is
why it is not possible to agree with Tekin, who claims that Bathonea cannot be the name of a settlement.
Concerning the argument that Bathonea was the name of a Hekatostys, our main argument still holds,
because it was just a sub group of the Phylae.

Prof. Dr. Arif Miifit Mansel, the founder of the Classical Archacology Department of the Istanbul
University, commented on the name Bathonea, basing his arguments on the inscription on the “Shipyard’s
Sarcophagus”; “Damas, son of Rufus from Bathonea, died at 33”. He posits that Bathonea can be a
phyle or a hekatostys, to which Rufus belongs. Mansel does not relate Bathonea to Khalkedon, one of
the nearest Greek colonies. That is because the names of all Phylae and Hekatostys of Khalkedon are
known and Bathonea was not mentioned among them. Another alternative could be Selymbra. But this
polis had lost its importance in Roman imperial times and reduced to a village. The only remaining

79



Sengiil G. AYDINGUN

alternative was Byzantion. However, Mansel says that “We know Byzantion had phylae and hekatostys
but we don’t know their names” (Mansel 1957:401).

Shortly after Mansel, Tasliklioglu published his works about the stele inscriptions collected from around
the Kiiclikcekmece Lake. He considers Bathonea as one of the three Phyle of Byzantion along with
Krateinera and Philoktorea (1959: 555). Tasliklioglu posits that the phyle of the deceased were written
in the inscriptions of the stelae. But if the deceased belonged to another Polis, the name of the Polis was
written and not its Phyle. He argues that in all the sarcophagi collected from the hinterland of Byzantion,
the names of the Phylae of Krateina and Philoktorea were mentioned but not the name of any Dorian
Polis. Thus we can conclude that the name Bathonea found on a sarcophagus recovered in the territory
of Byzantion positions the name as the third Phyle of Byzantion (Tasliklioglu 1957:554).

It is clear that three important academicians (Mansel, Tagliklioglu, Eyice) from the Istanbul University
consider Bathonea as a Phyle connected to Byzantion. Tekin’s critique about Bathonea for not being
the name of a settlement but of a Hekatostys remains weak. On the other hand, Russell, proposes that
Bathonea is indeed a Hekatostys locating it at our excavation site (Russell 2017:15-16 dip not 31). The
discussions about the localization of places known from texts and the name(s) of the settlement(s)
discovered in our excavations are not showing any sign of abating soon. In this book, Olga Weglarz
discusses in two different articles her findings, studies and conclusions about Bathynias and Melantias.

Under the light of the discussion presented above, we do not have any doubt that Bathonea is the name
of a place. But we have to accept that the question mark still stands regarding the question whether
Bathonea is the name of the settlement we are excavating. We also have to assert that even before the
excavations started the sea side walls we found in situ displayed Hellenistic construction techniques
(Fig.17-18). In the deep trenches (both opened by our team for testing purposes and previously by
notorious treasure hunters) big architectural elements with typical sparrow tail clamps were visible
below the Byzantine and Roman buildings (Fig.19). In addition, ceramics belonging to Hellenistic
and earlier periods were recovered (Fig.20-23). Thus, even if we seem to deal predominantly with Late
Antiquity at the site, it is understood that in lower levels earlier periods appear.

Apart from the academic discussions about the name of the excavation site, another important subject is
the legal status of the area, which revolves around the question of whether the site should be considered
as “archeological” or not. In the 1970’s, a venerable professor of the Istanbul University, Prof. Dr.
Semavi Eyice, then the chairman of the Heritage Protection Board of Istanbul, investigated a large part
of the Kiigiikgekmece Basin and registered a large areas the first degree archeological protection site (the
highest degree possible). It included all different points we are now excavating and the total Firuzkoy
Peninsula. However, a big part of the land belonged to the Istanbul University, in late 1990’s the university
wanted to establish a Technopark in Firuzkdy, which is not possible at a 1% degree Archacological site. A
couple of years before the excavations started, a team, mostly formed by academicians from the Istanbul
University, investigated the area and reported that the area can be positioned as non-archeological,
while only a few spots can be considered as 3™ Degree sites due to a number of in situ Late Ottoman
farm buildings (Document 1)>. This report became effective in the decision of the 1st Cultural and

23 Oguz Tekin, who is now working at Kog¢ University, has been criticizing our works through popular press since 2009,
claiming that “They are searching for a lost city at a site without any archaeological remains”. Later, when the archaeological
riches of the site showed themselves, he changed his discourse and criticized the name Bathonea, which, according to
him, could only belong to a social class but not to a settlement. He also promoted his thesis with conferences and further
publications. At this stage he was invited to our scientific team and asked to follow the progress of the project not from the
outside but from the inside while helping us with his expertise in coins. We thank him for his works on our coins, which he
has been carrying out since then. Tekin, in his latest publications is stressing the success and importance of the excavations
for the history of Istanbul, while still preserving his critical approach to the name Bathonea, He is also proposing to
continue his works without attaching too much importance to the official name of the project.

In 2004, a commission formed by academicians of the Istanbul University and Mimar Sinan Giizel Sanatlar University
(Mehmet Ozdogan, Oya Yagiz, Eylem Ozdogan, Giilgiin Kéroglu and Necmi Karul) surveyed the Firuzkéy Peninsula,
including all our excavation sites and reported that the peninsula has an insignificant archeological value. Accordingly its
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Natural Heritage Protection Board of Istanbul to reduce the legal archeological status of an important
part of the area to “non-existing” in 2010. The report mentioned above was effective in that process.
Later, the administration of the university handed over® all the land it owns to TOKI®. Despite these
adversities and all the critiques coming from some academicians of the Istanbul University, we are still
collaborating with them, because we prioritize scientific research and ethical principles.

The works are carried out with an approach encompassing as many different scientific disciplines as
possible. With the evaluation of the information, to be obtained from archaeological, epigraphical,
geological, oceanographical, speleological and geophysical works and with the help of many other
disciplines, the place of the Firuzkdy Peninsula in the entire human history will be understood. As it was
in the beginning, our excavations are not aimed at finding the ancient name(s) of the area but to save its
archaeological potential. By recovering this potential and sharing it with the scientific community, we
make valuable contribution to the history of Istanbul, and the World.
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Res. 1: Prehistorik tag aletler.
Fig. 1: Pre-pottery flint stone tools.

Res. 2: Canak Comlek oncesi cakmaktasi ¢ekirdek ve aletler.

Fig. 2: Pre-pottery flint stone cores and tools.
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Res. 3: Canak Comlek
oncesi gakmaktagi aletler.

Fig. 3: Pre-pottery flint
stone tools.

Res. 4: Tekne baglama
taglari.

Fig. 4: Mooring stones.
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Res. 5: Gol sulari iginde
tekne baglama tasi.

Fig. 5: A mooring stone
inside the lake.

Res. 6: G0l sulari iginde
tekne baglama taglari ve
lahit teknesi.

Fig. 6: Mooring stones and a
sarcophagus inside the lake.

Res. 7: Kiigiikgekmece Goli
icinde siitun baslig1 parcasi.

Fig. 7: A column’s capital in-
side the Kii¢iikgekmece lake.
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Res. 8: Silivri’de
bulunan Bathonea
yazili stel pargasi.

Fig. 8: A Bathonea
inscribed stele found
in Silivri.

Res. 9: Istanbul Arkeoloji
Miizesi bahgesinde yer
alan Bathonea yazitli lahit.

Fig. 9: Bathonea inscri-
bed sarcophagus from the
Istanbul Archaeology Mu-
seum’s garden.
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Ciz. 1: Istanbul Arkeoloji Miizesi
I bahgesinde yer alan Bathonea ya-
al zith lahit ¢izimi (Arif Miifid Man-

sel’den).

Drawing 1: Drawing of a Bathonea
inscribed sarcophagus from the

Bl Istanbul Archaeology Museum’s
— garden.
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Res. 10: Bathonea yazitli lahit
detay.

Fig. 10: Detail from Bathonea
inscribed sarcophagus.

Res. 11:- Kazilarda ortaya ¢ikarilan MS. I. ve II.Yiizyillara tarihlenen mezar taglar1.

Fig. 11: Gravestones dated to 1st and 2nd centuries AD from Bathonea Excavations.
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i 'l.
Res. 12: Hermitaj Miizesinde sergilenen sag iistte Bathys-Ryax, solda iistte Theodore Theron yazili mine is¢ilikli metal plaka.

Fig. 12: The glazed metal plate exhibited in Hermitage Museum, with Bathys-Ryax written on its upper right and
Theodore Theron written on its upper left.

Res. 13: Kazilarda ele gegen metal kaliplar. / Fig. 13: Molds recovered in excavations.
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Res. 14: Kazi alaninin 2
km. Kuzeyinde Sazlidere
kenarinda yeralan
Yarimburgaz Magarasi.
Fig. 14: Yarimburgaz Cave
situated by the river of
Sazlidere at 2 km north of
the excavation area.

L

Res. 15: Yarimburgaz
Magarasinin i¢ine oyulan
Bizans donemi kilisesinin
apsisi.

Fig. 15: The apse of a
Byzantine era church
carved inside the
Yarimburgaz Cave.
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Res. 16: Al idrisi 1154 ridosti
tarihli Tabula Rogeriana

adli haritasinda “Bétira”.

filibas

Fig. 16: Batira as seen
in the map of Al Idrisi,
Tabula Rogeriana dated
to 1154 AD.
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Res. 17: G6l kiyisindaki duvar kalintist.

Fig. 17: Ruins of a coastal wall.

Res. 18: Kiy1 boyunca devam eden duvarlar ve tekne
baglama taglar1.

Fig. 18: Walls continuing alone the coast and mooring
stones.

Res. 19: Hargsiz duvar orgiisii.

Fig. 19: A wall without mortar.
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Res. 20-21: Helenistik donem kaz1
buluntusu kirmizi, gri ve firnisli kap
pargalari.

Fig. 20-21: Hellenistic period red, grey
and glazed pottery found in excavati-
ons.

Res. 23: MO.5-4 yiizyi1l amphora
dipleri.

Fig. 23: Bottoms of amphorae from
5t and 4™ centuries BC.

Res. 22: Helenistik ve Roma sera-
mik pargalari.

Fig. 22: Hellenistic and Roman
periods ceramics.
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TUTANAK

23.11.2

Arazi ve daha 8nce 1U Prehistorya Anabilim Dali 6fretim iiyesi Yard. Dog. Dr. Erhan Bigakg,
MSGSU Arkeoloji boliimiinden Dog. Dr. Nese Auk ve Yard. Dog. Dr. Zeynep Kogel Erdem
tarafindan diizenlenen konu ile ilgili rapor da gbzuniine alinarak incelenmig ve arazinin
degerlendirilmesi ile konu hakkindaki inceleme sonuglan inceleme ekibi ortak goriigii olarak agagd:
sunuimugtur.

Sozkonusu alana 6 Kasim 2004 tarihinde Mimar Sinan Universitesi’nden komisyon iiyelerinin yanis
10 Prehistorya Anabilim Dali’ndan arazi deneyimi olan Yard. Dog. Dr. Necmi Karul, Arg. Gor. Eyle
Ozdogan ve arkeolog Safak Nergis ile birlikte gidilerek alamin tiimil yiiriinerek taranmigtur.

Alanda yapilan arkeolojik saptamaya gére birbirinden farkl) &zellikler gésteren dort birime aynimugt
Bu birimler romen rakamlan ile birlikte ekli harita iizerinde kapladiklan alam gsterecek gekilde
isaretlenmigtir. Buna gore yapilan degerlendirmeler agafidakj gibidir:

L. Alan: Alamin ylizeyinde bitki 6rtiisii bulunmadi@indan degerlendirmeye uygun durumdadir.
Yiizeyde yer yer son yillarda dokiildugi anlagilan ve nereden geldifi tam olarak bilinmeyen, iginde
yakin déneme ait tugla ve kiremit pargalan gériilen ingaat molozu bulunmaktadir. Bu molozun
bulunmadif yerlerde ¢ok seyrek olarak Ortaga$ ya da Geg Antik Cag'a tarihlenebilecek tulalann
yamsira iki adet kaba canak ¢mlek, dénemi belirsiz iki cakmaktag pargasi ile yolun kenanna atulmig
iglenmig bir tag bulunmugtur. Alamin igindeki modern su deposunun hemen yaninda agilan, 1,5 metre
kadar derinlife inen gukurun kesitinde higbir arkeolojik dolgu izi gbriillmemigtir.

Bu alanda tamimh bir arkeolojik kalinti olmamasina kargin yiizeyde seyrek bulunan malzeme nedeni
ile I11. Derece Arkeolojik Sit alamina déniigtiiriilmesi gerekmektedir.

IL. Alan: Alamn tiimi yeni siirilmig oldugundan arkeolojik degerlendirmeye uygun durumdadir.
Alanin tiimii heyetimizin 20"ger metre araliklarla dizilerek yiiriimesi sureti ile tamamen taranmug ve
arkeolojik bulguya rastlanmamugtir. Cevrede arkeolojik nitelikli alanlarin bulunmas: gozoniinde
bulundurularak stz konusu alamin I11. Derece Arkeolojik Sit alanina dniigtiiriilmesi uygun
gbriilmiigtiir.

I11. Alan: Istanbul Universitesi Teknolojik Geligtirme Bolgesi'nin hemen digindaki, giineyinde Alibey
Ciftigi'ne bitigiktir. Alibey Ciftligi’'nde yapugimiz on degerlendirme Geg Roma, Bizans, Klasik ve
Geg Dnem Osmanli ile Erken Cumhuriyet dénemine ait, bazilan anitsal nitelikte énemli yap)
kahnular: bulundurmaktadir. Bu kisimda yapugimiz on degerlendirme ¢iftlik yapisindan gok iglevi
bilinmeyen eski bir sanayi yapisinin oldugu seklindedir. Ciftlik iginde ve gevresinde gok sayida yeni
ve bazilari halen devam etmekte olan defineci qukurlar gériilmiig; bunlarin kesitlerinde arkeolojik
dolgu kahinh§min en az bir metre kadar oldugu saptarmistr. Bu alanin mutlaka I. Derece Arkeolojik
Sit alanm olarak korunmasi, ivedi olarak aragtinlmas + = yerel kolluk giiglerine bildirilerek kagak kazi
ve tag ¢ekiminin engellenmesi gerekmektedir. Ciftli2in hemen arkasindaki sirtta olasi bir timiiliis
ince.eme gezimiz sirasinda yeni agilmug bir kag qukur :le tahrip edildigi gbzlenmigtir.
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Istanbul Universitesi'nin Teknolojik Gelisme Bolgesi'nin Alibey Ciftigi’ne bitigik olan patgasina
dofru tag kapl antik bir yol bulunmakiadir, Aynca yapufimz degerlendirme yamacin gine - kesim
boyunca giftlige dojru gelen eski bir su yolunun da bulunma olasiliim diistindiirmektedir

Bu nedenle Alibey Ciftligi'ne biugik olan alanin I. Derece Arkeolojik Sit Alam igerisinde birakilmi
gerekmektedir.

IV. Alan: Istanbul Universitesi Teknoloji Geligtirme Bblgesi alaninin diginda, Cekmece goline
bakan yamagta en az iki adet donemi belirsiz samig gériilmugtiir. Defineciler tarafindan bunlann bi.
tanesinin i¢inde 5 metre kadar inilmis, dinamit patlanlmignr. Mimari agidan son derece ilging bu
kubbeli yapilann korunmasi, belgelenmesi gerekmektedir.

Bu nedeale Istanbul Universitesi yapilanma alanimin iginde herhangi bir arkeolojik kalinu
olmamasina kargin su tesisine yakin olan bandin III. Derce Arkeolojik Sit Alam olarak
degerlendirilmesi gerekmektedir.

Durumu bilgilerinize saygilanimizla arz ederiz.

Raportiirier:

Prof. Dr. Mchmet Ozdogan Yard. Dog. Oya Yapz - Yard.Dog.Dr.Glilgiin Kéroglu

{stanbul Unjvegsitesi MSGSU Arkeoloji Boliimti  MSGSU Sanat Tarihi Bolimii
— -

Arazi Ekibi:

Yard. Dog. Dr. Necmi Karul Arg. Gor. Eylem Ozdofan Arkeolog Safak Nergiz
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