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Preface

With this volume we present the results of our 
research on pre-industrial mining in the region 

were triggered by rescue excavations of several 
prehistoric settlements with traces of early cop-
per processing. This initiated a thorough archaeo-
metallurgical investigation of the copper ore de-

the archaeological research of the coastal zone of 

that copper originating from the deposits on the 

manufacture the majority of copper objects found 

the 5th

excavations of early copper mining sites concen-

to be more promising for the study of chalcolith-

of chemical analyses of chalcolithic copper objects 
-

composition. Only when lead isotope analysis was 

Physics in Heidelberg and for Chemistry in Mainz 
-

cation of copper ore sources in the Chalcolithic of 
-

ly accepted assumption that the chalcolithic mine 

chemical and isotopic composition of a number 
of objects by highly radiogenic lead isotope ratios 
and it was suspected that this source may be locat-

-
iday resorts around the port of Sozopol during 
the years from 2007 to 2014 numerous new ar-
chaeological sites came to light. Most of these 

-
morets and Aleppu were surveyed by geophysical 

-
tivities in the immediate vicinity of the deposits 

-

importance of these settlements for chalcolithic 

we were able to visit the excavation sites for the 
first time in spring 2011 and sub sequently to-

 RESSOURCENKULTUREN. The results of the four sur-
vey campaigns from autumn 2013 to spring 2016 
and a number of accompanying studies of project 

-
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geophysical prospections were carried out as part 

eastern part of the Srenogorie metallogenic zone 
(5th–1st -

They are supplemented by a general overview 

Sea coastal area of the Center for Underwater 

Apollonia Pontica.
-

-

volume is dedicated to their memory and their 
contribution to the study and the preservation of 
the marine underwater and coastal archaeological 

The editors
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Margarit Damyanov and Krastina Panayotova

Apollonia Pontica and the South-Western Black 

Sea Coast in the Thracian and Antique Periods 

(Late 2nd Millennium BC to Early 1st Millennium AD)

In the late 7th

of Miletos founded Apollonia at the south-eastern 

-
-

not arrive in an empty country.

Late Bronze and Early Iron Age

the period deserves attention because of a few 

most important are copper ingots found in the re-
gion: an ox-hide shaped ingot from the village of 

in Thracian lands has been commented upon (see 

-

Municipality (and more in present-day northern 

the existence of coastal settlements.

The question remains open whether the ingots 

were exported from the region under discussion 

-

such objects remained in use in much later times 
-

imens that offer any possibility for independent 
dating is an anchor with two holes that was found 

-

Coastal Strandzha belongs to the area of the Thra-
-

-

-
nology of these family tombs reaches down to the 
6th

the area by the time the Milesians arrived.
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There is evidence also of settlements: on sev-

the case of the 4th 

the only one subjected to archaeological investiga-

emergence of the settlement to the 9th

many of the vases are decorated with a combina-

habitation is tentatively presumed from before to 

-
-

ports are dated to the 5th

-
sians found a settled Thracian population in the 

Fig. 1.
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-

-
ably a settlement on the southern slope of a low 

-
-

-
gests a considerable hiatus before the arrival of 

1

-

1

-

the pottery that is similar to that from the Harman-

been dated from the 8th to the 6th

the 9th

supports the observations on the materials from 

possible hiatus between the Thracian occupation 

Mesambria that also yielded pottery from the 

between the Thracian settlement and the Dorian 
-

-

Kostadin Cheshma near Debelt in the area of a 

Fig. 2.

AdG
Texte surligné 

AdG
Texte surligné 



Margarit Damyanov and Krastina Panayotova250

-

be registered.
-

th 2 that is 
immediately before the arrival of the Milesian 

2

early materials come from its base.
This rather vague situation is probably due 

mostly to the state of research and to the some-
times problematic dating of early Thracian pot-

suggests a very early contact between the local 

the presence of Thracian pottery in some of the 

the chronology of the early imports from Kostadin 
Cheshma – almost immediately after the foun-
dation of Apollonia – is another indication of the 
presence of natives in the area.

Fig. 3. 
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Archaic and Classical Period

The foundation of Apollonia in the late 7th

-

provided a much-needed port of call for the ships 

notoriously inhospitable Salmidessos (see Isaac 

that the anchor was the constant device on the 

during the Archaic period. Within the second 
half of the 7th

-

to obtain information about these resources de-
spite the doubts voiced about the role of metals 

-
dation of Apollonia probably resulted not only 

-

-
ably prompted the city to send away some of its 

colonisation was able to identify other economic 

-

quantity of early pottery (
without visibly changing the chronology.

Pottery confirms the other part of Pseudo- 

of the colonists partially: among the early materi-

also numerous South Ionian transport ampho-

 poleis
-

ern Ionia. The Archaic monochrome pottery from 

(epoikoi
of the apoikiai

Apollonia and the region in the Archaic  period. The 
oikistes 

be circumstantial evidence for the arrival of a new 
group of colonists in the mid-6th

explicit information about epoikoi
but their connection with Anaximander and the 

-

city itself. Archaeology is capable only partially to 

Ancient Apollonia consisted of two distinct 
-
-

bined area of about 25ha (
paralleled by the city of Istros in  Dobrudzha (see 

-

the temple of Apollo was located on an island (St. 

the Classical periods. Archaeological evidence in-
dicates a more or less synchronous settlement on 

the earliest pottery dates from the late 7th

AdG
Texte surligné 

AdG
Texte surligné 

AdG
Texte surligné 

AdG
Texte surligné 

AdG
Texte surligné 
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Fig. 5. th th

Fig. 4. th th
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temenos with the sanctuary of Apollo was on the 

excavations in the early 20th

such as on the island of St. John or the peninsula 

this problem: among the uncovered architectur-

6th

-
mensions of 11.75m by 6.8m. The platform of the 

of 5.8m. The same building material was used for 
muschelkalk -

cating they were constructed at the same time.

of the temenos already before the construction of 
th 

the discovery of a mid-6th -

the first time uncovered remains from Archaic 
Apollonia on a larger area and allowed for distin-

th 
and most of the 6th

Fig. 6. 

AdG
Texte surligné 

AdG
Texte surligné 
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modest dwellings (up to 20 to 25m2

walls on stone foundations and roofs of perisha-
ble materials (

(
In all investigated contexts (pits and remains 

of slag from copper smelting. Pieces of slag were 

early houses (already from the first half of the 
6th

registered in the early levels of habitation on the 
peninsula. In the western part of the excavated 

date it to the end of the 7th or the very beginning of 
the 6th

-
chitecture. This situation changed in the last quar-
ter of the 6th

part of the island were abandoned and demol-
ished in order to open space for a much larger 

were built: a temple and an altar (the latter over-
-

ogy is based on a geison

of Archaic Milesian architectural terracotta in the 
3 It was 

a process that developed for several decades. Ce-
ramic plaques with relief depictions of warriors 

-
-

east of the Archaic one and was previously giv-

3

Fig. 8.  Archaic cup with a dedication to Apollo the 
th

Fig. 7. 

AdG
Texte surligné 
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Fig. 9. 

Fig. 10. th
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th

details attest to the existence of other structures 
-

5th

evident by the different orientation of the new 
buildings that could be seen in other structures on 
a large area (see -
pearance of Apollonia could be considered a ‘mon-

It has been suggested that the construction of 
-

lated to the monumental phase of the late 6th and 
 early 5th

but still no positive traces from them have been 
-

mains the mention of city gates by Aeneas Tacticus 
th

The observations presented above allow for 
the conclusion that Apollonia developed success-

-
lating demographic potential and wealth. The 

Fig. 12.  Pieces of slag used as insu-

Fig. 11.  Part of the Archaic street on 
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Fig. 13.  Pottery from the so-called ‘met-
th th 

Fig. 14. 
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Fig. 16. th

Fig. 15. 
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evidence about its territory and the relations with 
the local population indicates the same (see be-

-
covered in other places on the peninsula of Sozo-

northern end of the isthmus that connects it to the 

(
6th

areas extra muros

The remaining evidence about the Archa-
ic urbanism of Apollonia on the territory of the 

-
tary. Only rescue investigations have been carried 

-
cate that the organisation of the urban spaces fol-
lowed the natural terrain and topography of the 

Observations on the Archaic pottery from 
-

tion in the central and southern parts and lower to 

less intensive habitation of the northern end of 
the peninsula is corroborated by the discovery of 

-
tory (
half of the 6th

-
males (
kernoi

the secret nature of the female rituals honouring 

Fig. 17. 
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from Apollonia also attest the worship of Aph-
-

The monumental phase from the end of the 

stage for the appearance of the 13m high bronze 

th

-
al that was needed for the colossus is a clear in-
dication that Apollonia still controlled the ore 

hypothesis that metallurgy declined at the turn of 
the 5th

th

appearance of silver coinage that replaces the so-
-

-
portant information about Apollonia in the 
5th and 4th

development of its necropolis (

-

The necropolis of Apollonia developed main-
ly along a road that led from the peninsula to 
the south: crossing the isthmus (present-day Sea 

south-eastern slopes of the high hill across the 

shore of an open bay with a beach in the north-
-

-
cal investigations were able to trace the ancient 

-

Fig. 18. 

AdG
Texte surligné 

AdG
Texte surligné 



Apollonia Pontica and the South-Western Black Sea Coast in the Thracian and Antique Periods 261

th to 
early 6th

the 6th

the north-eastern slopes of the hill of the Har-

The middle of the 5th -
ginning of an entirely new period in the develop-
ment of the funerary spaces of Apollonia. Within 

-

of the 5th 

This is the most extensively investigated part 

from the middle of the 5th to the middle of the 
3rd -

of the funerary practices. Inhumation is almost ex-
-

or the third quarter of the 5th -
ble increase after the middle of the 4th

Fig. 19.  Schematic presentation of 
the development of the necropolis 
of Apollonia from the Archaic to the 
Hellenistic period.
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family preferences (Panayotova et al. forthcom-

in the Hellenistic period. The inventory is typical 

Fig. 21.  Part of the ancient road in 
-

closures on both sides.

Fig. 20. 
road and the tunnel for the water main.
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The sudden expansion of the necropolis after 
the middle of the 5th -

investigations of large areas of the necropolis al-

th

-
ough reorganisation of the funerary space.

One of the possible reasons for these transfor-
mations could be a demographic surge (too sud-

such an event: the arrival of epoikoi (additional 

have contributed to the presumed demographic 
surge. A. Avram connected this episode with the 
information about Anaximander as leader and 
dated it to the middle of the 6th

-
son to relate it to the large-scale transformations 
in the archaeological situation a century later (see 

-
-

ent economic prosperity for Apollonia and the city 
could afford inviting more population to strength-
en its positions.

Indirect support for such a scenario could be 
found in the presumed reforms in the funerary 
sphere. The study of the funerary monuments 
from Apollonia gave rise to the hypothesis about 
the introduction of regulations to limit ostentatious 

after the very beginning of the 5th

-

nd -
ing in mind that funerary reliefs from the 4th to the 
3rd poleis in the 

be explained with the internal struggles after the 
arrival of the epoikoi

which again cannot be dated with any precision 

mid-4th

-

name is convincingly reconstructed in the tribute 
3

Despite these internal disturbances in Apol-
lonia in the 5th

is about a lasting prosperity. There are more signs 
of it in addition to the already commented bronze 
colossus of Apollo. In the southernmost part of the 
5th

graves from the last quarter of the century. In the 

Fig. 22.
th

Fig. 23.
th
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also brought to light: a tunnel for laying a water 
main of clay pipes dug in the soft limestone (
see

-
-

struction of the tunnel also seems to predate the 
expansion of the necropolis here.

The necropolis of Apollonia reached its largest 
th 

graves appeared on the southern side of the pen-

In this period appears the tumular necropolis on 
-

plexes have been investigated. At least two tumuli 
with numerous amphorae (more than 120 in one 

-

It appears that the place was deliberately chosen 

hill of the Harmanite neighbourhood practically 

-
-

terpretations are possible: the promontory could 
have served as a place for burying individuals 

-
vent the limitations of the presumed funerary reg-

All evidence indicates the stability and pros-

least to the middle of the 4th

somewhat later. The large necropolis continues to 

decades of the 3rd -
tic period brought changes to the region.

The emergence and the upward develop-
ment of Apollonia in the Archaic and the Classical 
 periods raise the question about its chora: farm-

under the control of the polis that supported its 
economic existence. The topic has been discussed 

4 -
-

2 or 

decade led to a considerable increase of the data 
about the scope and the development of the chora 
of Apollonia in different periods.

The information that could be obtained from 
ancient written sources is scarce and controversial. 

polichnion

2 -
ing Anchialo as a fort (phrourion
the only document mentioning the term chora re-

peran 
chora

4

Fig. 24.  Tunnel dug into the limestone for laying the 
pipes of a water main.
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of evidence in the same passage of Strabo is more 
controversial: he assigns Thinias (modern Igneada 

-

-

chora: the actual 
land possessions of the polis and something that 

-

-
compasses a narrow coastal plain with a few hilly 

Apollonia situated practically in the centre (see 

citizens were precisely in this area: in the plain 
-

the creation of the Apollonian chora
some mostly indirect data hint at a very early mo-
ment in the Archaic period. Among them is the 
evidence of early metallurgy from the city itself 

-
lined territory have been mined at latest from the 
early 6th

colonists. This is supported by Archaic fragments 

Fig. 25. 
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-

-
cal population.

from the Atiya promontory reveal an important 
Archaic settlement that continued to exist until the 

from the late 6th

-

-

-

periods to indicate that Antheia developed as an 
independent polis. It is not mentioned in narrative 

-
age has been associated with it. It seems logical to 
assume that the settlement was included at some 

The presumed coexistence of Apollonia and 
Antheia for some time hints at a possible compari-

two similar cases have been studied: Orgame and 

-
-

dependent polis in the Classical period and later. 

-
cial functions and were later replaced by centres 
that were founded with the aim to control more 
land and resources (respectively with larger de-

provided communication with the Thracian inte-

-
tion to the excellent harbour.

permanent occupation of the adjacent territory 
of Apollonia from the Classical period. In the last 

in the surroundings of modern Chernomorets be-

th to the 
3rd -

-
tory. The site has been interpreted as an emporion5 

-
land in the area. Traces of another large settle-

chora and its resources.
-

tigating the territory of Apollonia began and after 
a few seasons provided more detailed data about 

-
istic times. The above-discussed development of 
the necropolis in the 5th and 4th -

5 The bibliography on the meaning of the term emporion 

-

could have had commercial functions. It is not meant as the 
-

mercial operations.
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-
ed to the exploitation of the chora emerged in the 
close vicinity of the city. The earliest remains in 

5th

-
tures develops on the hill and remains in use until 
the beginning of the 3rd -

were organised along a road that probably con-
nected Apollonia with the territory to the north 
of it ( 6

rd

6
from the middle of the 4th to the middle of the 

Fig. 26. 

Fig. 27.  Part of the uncovered ancient road through 

AdG
Texte surligné 



Margarit Damyanov and Krastina Panayotova268

3rd

Another new result from investigations in the 
immediate surroundings of Apollonia during the 
last few years is the detection of actual traces of 
agriculture. At several sites within two or three 

arranged in regular rows were discovered cov-
ering a substantial area and dug into the clayey 
ground beneath the sandy topsoil (
could be interpreted as trenches for planting vine-
yards and the accompanying materials date them 

picture of the Apollonian chora in the Archaic and 

-
ritory of the polis.7

The narrow coastal plain to the east of 

which was probably the reason for the growing 

7

very important results. The site is a hilltop fortress of square 

-
tress appeared before the middle of the 5th -
mained in use during the 4th

-

th

of a settled and guarded Apollonian chora. It would appear 
that the protection of the mineral resources was especially 
important.

Fig. 28. 
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Apollonian polis to search for more farmland else-
where. Such an opportunity was offered by the 
‘chora

the fact that the earliest mention of Anchialo as 
an Apollonian phrourion dates only from the 2nd 

-
direct observations also support such a hypothe-

the 6th and 5th

one could expect a major expansion. On the  other 

Apollonia most probably predated the foundation 
-

th -

-

6th

-

-

across the bay.
The borders of the Apollonian territory to 

-

decades of the 6th

-
gested that an emporion of Apollonia existed 

-

and the location at the mouth of a navigable river 
could serve as an indirect argument in favour of 
commercial functions.

There are more data about ancient settle-
ments at modern Kiten on the Urdoviza peninsula 

-
ument from the 5th or 4th

provisionally as a satellite settlement ( emporion

the names of a father and a son indicates long-
-

Apollonia.

-

to light numerous fragments of Archaic and Classi-

the 6th to the 4th rd 

could be dated as early as the first half of the 
6th

is very similar to that from Apollonia (from the 

indicates the settlement also existed in Classical 
-

istic period (

coarse hand-made jars with relief bands (
similar picture is also attested on the island of St. 

-
sults from Urdoviza are very important in respect 

the activity of the polis along a longer stretch of 

The numerous Archaic materials for example 
provide indirect support for an early date for the 

between Apollonia and Urdoviza raise the ques-
tion about whether the latter could have been 
part of a continuous Apollonian territory. Some 

-
other possibility is to see Urdoviza as a separate 
dependent settlement serving as a harbour along 
the coastal sailing route and probably controlling 
some farmland. Such an interpretation would 
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Fig. 30. 

Fig. 29. 
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Fig. 31.

Fig. 32.
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-
tion allows for very limited speculations about the 
nature of these settlements. They should have ex-

mixed population cannot be excluded.
Another similar settlement may have existed 

at the site of modern Ahtopol – possibly Aulaiou-

-

in the sea. One opinion regards them as evidence 
for a 5th

decrees from the 3rd

Observations on the territory of Apollonia nat-
urally raise the question about its relations with 
the local Thracian population from the foundation 

of the colony to the Macedonian expansion in the 
third quarter of the 4th

changed the general historical setting.
The steady development of the polis through 

-
directly in the connections with the Thracian hin-

hardly have gained access to the metal riches of 
-

eration of the local Thracians. The presence of 
fragments of hand-made vases of Thracian shapes 
already in the earliest contexts on the island of St. 

-
tacts (

Already in the end of the 7th or the very begin-
ning of the 6th

Cheshma near Debelt (at the western end of the 

-

the end of the 6th -
tration of imported goods is observed in the area 

Fig. 33.
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-

-
ly imports could be traced at least to the region 

with the one from the northern Aegean coast (see 

them apart.
The rise of the Odrysian Kingdom brought 

did not have negative effects on Apollonia. In the 
5th

-
terpreted as emporion. The pottery demonstrates 
clear similarities with Apollonia (see Oppermann 

-

-
-

tory of Apollonia.
Materials from the region of Karnobat also 

and some symptomatic finds reveal direct con-
nections with Apollonia. Among them are the two 

-

-
terpreted as a special commission by an Apollo-

-

Thracian hinterland seems to suggest special rela-
tions with the Pontic colony. Another similar case 
is presented by several oinochoai
another rare shape in the Attic red-figure pot-
tery from the late 5th -

-

Fig. 34.
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in the Odrysian territories.
One may also add the observations on the dis-

amphorae (with eng-
th

-

-

The available evidence indicates that this fa-
vourable for Apollonia situation changed after the 
Macedonian expansion in the third quarter of the 
4th -

-
-

cal and economic ties of the Ionian polis.

Early Hellenistic Period

The Hellenistic period is among the poorest 

having in mind the important processes that un-
folded in the ancient world and also affected more 
peripheral regions.

about the period of the Macedonian domination 
over the region that lasted some six decades from 

-
-

tioned as an intermediary between the Scythian 

and afterwards disappears from the sources. Ac-

territories that reached to Salmidessos to the 

the territories to the east of the river Tundzha 

is not yet supported by any solid evidence.

-
-

context also for the information of Tirizis (present- 

as the port used by Kassander to send reinforce-

-

or Mesambria that were closer. One of the possi-

ancient sources adequately but provides some 

related to the campaigns of Philip II: for example 

the middle of the 4th

-
nia was behind this trade and the changes indicate 
disruptions in the ties of the polis with the Thra-
cian interior that most probably had negative ef-

Around the middle of the 4th -
tified site appeared on the northern shore of 

one of the enclosure walls ca. 50m long and up to 

-
derwent reconstruction in the second half of the 
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3rd

2nd tyrsis

but it is important to note that its emergence and 

of the Macedonian expansion in Thrace. As men-
-

a residence of a local governor or of a nobleman 
who was endowed with lands in the area.

The available evidence from Apollonia itself 
and its immediate surroundings does not suggest 
any major disruptions related to the establish-
ing of the Macedonian power and the inclusion 

of the temples in the temenos on the island of St. 

is registered in other poleis

The evidence from the funerary spaces also 
indicates stability: the use of the large necropolis 

without visible interruptions in the second half 
of the 4th rd 

rd

added: for example next to the satellite settlement 

already plundered and at least partially destroyed 

with two structures that have been interpreted 

associated materials provide a chronology in the 
rd 

-

at places that are relatively far from the main ne-
cropolis and could be related to individual farms 
or estates. To this group belongs the tomb in the 

such structure was investigated closer to Apollon-

locality. It was used during the very end of the 4th 
rd

of the associated graves yielded golden jewellery 

These unusual burials belong chronolog-

at changes in the land use and the emergence of 
new wealthy families. It is possible to search for 

barrel- vaulted tombs have been investigated. Due 
to the specific architectural type and the clear 
evidence from the sources about Macedonian 

-

-
ered recently in the closer hinterland of Apollo-

tomb under a tumulus near the town of Primor-

yielded a set of gold ornaments for a horse har-

rd

the first clearer archaeological testimony about 
the presence of Thracian aristocracy in the sur-
roundings of Apollonia. It also raises the question 
about the borders of the Apollonian territory. As 

-

Archaic period and should have been dependent 

emporion
not part of the near chora of the polis. The avail-
able evidence indicates it existed at least to the 
late 4th or early 3rd -
ble Thracian family along the lower reaches of the 
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the Apollonian presence was probably limited to a 
narrow coastal strip.

and partially destroyed barrel-vaulted tomb near 

-
lenistic period.

-
ings changed visibly around the middle of the 
3rd -
opments could be observed. The most obvious 
among them is the contraction of the necropolis of 
the city. Archaeological data indicate that the large 

was abandoned at about that time (Hermary et al. 

-

-
lis in this period is supported by the discovery of 

-

on the isthmus that connected it to the mainland 

Contemporary changes have been registered 
at other archaeological sites in the immediate sur-

the buildings in Mesarite and St. Marina localities 

-
sarite could indicate a gradual development of the 

hardly date from after the mid-3rd

Some scholars relate the collapse of the Apol-
lonian territory and necropolis to the troubled pe-
riod of the struggles between Seleucids and Ptole-

The activity of Antioch II in the area is attested 
both by his coins (considerably more numerous 

2

in Apollonia but probably originates from Me-

and the wording suggests military help (for Apol-

2

in Thrace in the second and the third quarter of 
the 3rd 

and such a reconstruction remains hypothetical 

dynasts could be presumed in the hinterland of 

2

the time immediately before the arrival of the 
Celts. Another inscription from the region is 

rd

2 -

-

-

is dated to shortly before the middle of the 3rd 

-

‘ emporion
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Avram envisions a large alliance of the West Pon-
tic cities from Istros to Apollonia in support of 

-

Avram presumes that the actions of the general of 
2 388 could have been direct-

-

probably preserved his positions in the interior of 
south-eastern Thrace until the conquests of Ptole-

It is probably not by accident that the decline 
and the crisis in Apollonia in the second quarter 
and the middle of the 3rd

the rise of Dorian Mesambria that apparently 

Mesambrian amphorae is dated precisely to the 
second quarter of the century. They are attest-

continued in the second half of the 3rd

 Mesambria issued gold and heavy silver coinage 

burials with golden jewellery appeared already in 
rd -

larly numerous in the necropolis of Mesambria 
in the late 3rd nd

Mesambria becoming the leading power.

Later Hellenistic Period

The evidence about the development of Apollonia 
and its surroundings after the crisis in the middle 
of the 3rd

certain point in the penultimate decade of the 

-
-

-

preserve at least partially its territory. Anchialo 
remained under its control to a certain moment 

nd

-
2

phrourion

of funerary reliefs from Apollonia date from the 
same period. The deceased have been honoured 
by the polis and in some cases were depicted as 

-

-
nd and 1st

it was this part of the chora that Hegesagoras 
helped safeguard.

-
ited in the Hellenistic period. Traces of occupation 

phase is dated to the period from the late 4th and 
early 3rd nd

-

that was excavated nearby dates from the second 
half of the 3rd
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Having in mind the changes around Apollonia in 

it belonged to the chora of the polis in that period. 

half of the 2nd

The development of the region to the south 
is even less clear. A Mesambrian decree for an 

2

2nd

 Astai are located in the coastal area of south- 

Mesambrian inscription attests their presence in 
the northern part of this area. The Astai appear 
in the sources in the early 2nd

the enemies of Antioch II in the above-discussed 
2 388.

In the last decades of the 2nd

-

-

clear archaeological context in the northern parts 

more probable to identify Mostis as an Astean rul-

assumption eliminates the need to limit his reign 
to the conquests of Titus Didius.

been investigated to the south of Apollonia that 
added more substance to Mostis and shed light 

-

-
-

late 2nd cent. to the middle of the 1st

a single residential building in the interior (Hris-

tyrsis
could hardly be assigned to the territory of Apol-

they are less numerous compared to the coins of 

any continuity between the Thracian presence in 

from the 2nd and 1st

be claimed that the territory of Apollonia in the 
-

Two more sites still more to the south add to 

-

the 2nd to the early 1st
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but a more modest interpretation as a border fort 
-

rd

2nd

slightly different chronology. While the tumulus 
illustrates the presence of Thracian aristocracy in 
the area at the turn of the 2nd

points to a direct connection with Mostis: out of 

-

and the coins provided grounds for considering 
-

The third contemporary site is located in the 

again coins of Mostis and the functioning of the 
site is dated to the period from the last quarter of 
the 2nd st

These three sites create a rather uniform pic-
ture of the late 2nd -

-

being very prominent. His coins have also been 

Mesambria. The available evidence indicates that 

-
vators interpret them as residences of aristocrats 

were forts with garrisons that controlled the ex-

sites is very similar and clearly indicates changes 
in the last decades of the 2nd

possible due to the slightly earlier burial mound 

These observations raise one more time the 

reconstructed based on the information of Strabo 
-

a hypothesis seems implausible for much of the 

3rd

in Apollonia. The information about the coastal 
settlements is very sparse. The available evidence 

for the time from the 6th to the late 4th and early 
3rd

more unclear is the picture of the ancient settle-

overall analysis of the region again places it within 
nd -

emporia 
presumed for the earlier period did fall apart un-
der the new historical circumstances.

In the early 1st

-
mony for the relations between Apollonia and the 
Pontic ruler is provided by a decree for a gener-

were sent due to a military alliance (symmachia
2

-
-

st -
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poleis. It could explain the alliance between Apol-

above-discussed sites could have been targeted by 

The details of the alliance between Apollon-

suggests the city regained its importance after 
the crisis in the 3rd nd

by accident that of all major West Pontic poleis 
only Apollonia did not mint heavy coinage in the 
 period of the Mithridatic Wars (see De Callataÿ 

-
igraphic testimony to the military alliance with 

-

of Apollonia during the campaign of the procon-

poleis had 

Mesambria has yielded a decree honouring an of-
2

-

southernmost West Pontic city to have suffered 

 Mesambrian inscription explicitly mentions a con-
2

Roman Period

and the city was given as a reference point for 

in the coastal region from the city of Perinthos to 

some light on the situation in the area. The decree 

hostage to the city at a certain moment in the sec-
ond half of the 1st

2

2 -
ication to Apollo Ietros for the good health and 

-

2

-
-

-
lonia and suggest the family had Apollonian roots 

The presence of important Thracian families 

dated to the 1st or 2nd 2

ktistes (‘found-

constructed a tripylon and another unclear monu-
mental structure for Apollo Ietros. Due to chronol-

-

It appears that the city enjoyed stable and 
-

situation that differs greatly from the Classical or 
even earlier Hellenistic times and reveals the gen-
eral changes in the overall historical picture and 
the modest resources of Apollonia.

Apollonia apart from the other western Pontic 

from  Istros in the north to Mesambria in the south 
were organised in the praefectura orae maritimae 
( ripae  Thraciae
and were later added to the province of Moesia 

-
lonia remained in the territory of the Thracian 
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Kingdom until it was abolished and became part of 

out of the Pontic koinon in the 2nd and 3rd cent. AD 
-

lonia should have declined even more with the 

-
rounded Apollonia and whatever land possessions 

the picture. The discovery of two votive tablets of 

-

the epigraphic evidence of the worship of Apollo 

was still in use. Archaeological investigations have 

excavations in the southern periphery could indi-

of Apollonia.
The isthmus to the mainland and the lower 

slope opposite the city continued to be used as 

burial practices that indicate continuity from the 

-

related to land ownership. Two cremation graves 
from the 1st cent. AD were discovered in the high-

nd cent. AD are also re-

-
ous periods.

-

impossible to say what remained from the ter-

presumed that at least some of the coastal settle-
ments from the previous periods continued to ex-

More significant changes occurred with the 
-

spreading in the region already in the 2nd cent. AD 
th

the empire brought a change in the name of Apol-

Summary

In the late 7th -
ia settled on an offshore island and a peninsula at 

-
-
-

population in the hills and appear to have formed 

-
-

ably served as a basis for the steady and upward 
development of the city in Archaic and Classical 
times. Stone architecture appeared in the temenos 
in late 6th

colossus of Apollo several decades later. There is 
evidence of a population surge and changes in 
the city in the middle and the second half of the 
5th

th

to the mid-4th
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half of the 3rd

Mesambria was gaining strength to the north of 

gically around the middle of the century. In the 

data reveal interactions with the local Thracian 
-
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