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In Goddio (1998) this block was believed to contain no pozzolana and was dated 250 BC, but this was amended later on (Brandon, 2014, p 222). Therefore, this paragraph should be amended as follows:"The early Alexandrians did not have the advantage of pozzolana when they first built Magnus Portus, but the large mortar block discovered in the third port at Alexandria (typically 5-8 m wide, 10-15 m long and 1-3 m high) contains pozzolana and must therefore be of the Roman period (NB: in a former publication ([16], p 37), this block was believed to contain no pozzolana, but this was amended later on ([17], p 222). The block consists of alternating layers of mortar and flat pieces of limestone measuring about 0.1 x 0.1 m. The existence of planks of pine wood 3-4 cm thick under the block indicates that it was cast in a watertight floating caisson. This is also confirmed by the existence of vertical and inclined beams held in the mortar, giving the caisson its rigidity during the floating and sinking stages."
















