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PROJECT: Catalogue of ancient ports and harbours, by Arthur de Graauw
This project was started in 2010 and aims at collecting, identifying and locating ancient ports
and harbours. It is based on a study of existing documentation. The result is a list of nearly
5000 ancient ports based on the writings of 85 ancient authors and hundreds of modern
authors, incl. the Barrington Atlas. The considered area spans from Iceland to the Indus.
This list includes around 30 Etruscan ports, 84 Minoan ports, 120 Mycenaean ports and 275
Phoenician ports and many Greek and Roman ports. A few “potential ancient harbours” from
a nautical point of view, have been added, based on nautical guides/pilots used by modern
sailors.
A harbour is a place where ships can seek shelter. The concept of ‘shelter’ has to include
anchorages, landing places on beaches, and ports including structures such as access
channels, breakwaters, jetties, landing stages, quays, warehouses for storing commodities
and equipment, shipsheds and slipways. Shelters of interest for this catalogue include all
places which may have been used by seafarers sailing over long distances. This means that
villae maritimae are of interest, but shelters for the likes of local fishermen, who may have
landed their boats on the beach in front of their homes, are of less interest. In another
limitation, only maritime harbours and some river ports that could be reached by deep sea
ships are considered.
This work is published in 4 volumes, all available in pdf versions, and most of it is
reproduced on the web site (www.AncientPortsAntiques.com):






Volume I gives the list of ports and a bibliography of ancient and modern authors.
You can download the latest updated database as an xls table.
Volume II gives the French translations of the texts of the listed ancient authors.
Volume III provides some notes on ancient ships, on ancient measures and ancient
maps, and on Claudius Ptolemy, on ancient climate, ancient structures and on some
ancient ports, hubs and networks.
Volume IV gives twenty stories about ancient mariners.
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Remains of Ancient Breakwaters. A. de Graauw, 2017. Collection of Google Earth and other
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Stability of overtopped and submerged breakwaters. A. de Graauw, 2014. Failure of rubble
mound breakwaters in the long term (EN, 9 pp, 6 Mb).
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